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LESSON 3: A Prayer Template 


A Prayer Template

Theme: Jesus gave us a format for prayer.

Text: Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV) "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. {10} Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. {11} Give us this day our daily bread. {12} And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. {13} And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Introduction: Luke records in his account of this event. Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples." Luke 11:1 (NKJV)  


In this teaching of the Lord Jesus, He is giving us a format for prayer, not a prayer to simply recite as has been the tradition. In this prayer we see a definite template that we can consistently use as often as we go to the Lord in prayer.

I. Our Father


A. Our prayers are to be directed to the father, not to Jesus.





John 16:23-24 (NKJV) “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. {24} "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.



1. While we can certainly commune with Jesus, our petitions are to be directed to the Father.



2. Jesus has actually given us the power of attorney, so we can speak to the Father with the same authority, and righteousness as Himself.





Romans 8:15-17, Ephesians 1:5 (NIV) He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--

II. Our Father in Heaven


A. Our eyes need to be fixed upon heaven, not on this earth.



Psalms 123:1 (NLT) I lift my eyes to you, O God, enthroned in heaven. 


Psalms 121 (NLT) I look up to the mountains-- does my help come from there? {2} My help comes from the LORD, who made the heavens and the earth! {3} He will not let you stumble and fall; the one who watches over you will not sleep. {4} Indeed, he who watches over Israel never tires and never sleeps. {5} The LORD himself watches over you! The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. {6} The sun will not hurt you by day, nor the moon at night. {7} The LORD keeps you from all evil and preserves your life. {8} The LORD keeps watch over you as you come and go, both now and forever.

III. Hallowed be Your Name



Matthew 6:9 (ICB)… “Our Father in heaven, we pray that your name will always be kept holy.”


A. The Jewish people revere the name of God above anything else, in obedience to the second commandment.




Exodus 20:7 (NKJV) “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain."



1. The name of the Lord was revealed to the prophets of Israel, but today no one is completely sure of how His name was actually pronounced. The two most common are  Yahweh or Jehovah, both are reconstructs and inaccurate.



2. Both of these names are reconstructs of the Tetragrammaton JHVH or YHVH Tetragrammation is basically the reduction of the name of God into four letters.



3. The children of Israel, and specifically the Hebrew scribes who recorded the Torah, and Scriptures, rather than actually recording the name of God, would most often refer to God’s name with the phrase ‘the name of, or in the name of.’ No one is actually sure of the correct pronunciation of the name of God.



See hand out Dr. James E. Smith, (Should We Use the Name Jehovah?): The name Jehovah does not occur a single time in the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. No biblical writer ever used the name Jehovah in prayer or song. Though the name Jehovah appears seven times in the King James Version and several thousand times in the American Standard Version there is a question as to whether anybody prior to the sixteenth century A.D. had ever heard this strange-sounding and unbiblical name. Doubtlessly every biblical character from Adam to John would stare in astonishment and incomprehension should they be told that the covenant name of God is Jehovah.










4. The Hebrew Talmud (Hebrew commentary on instructions on keeping the Torah) gave instructions that the name of God was not to be written on any parchment or item that might be discarded, so as to not dishonor the name. This is why most Torah keeping Jews will write the name as G_d.

IV. Your Kingdom Come



Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV) "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. {10} Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.


A. The Kingdom of God is manifest in the power of God on earth.





1. We are to pray that the God’s Kingdom would be manifest in the power of God on earth. Luke 11:20, 1 Corinthians 2:4-5, 1 Corinthians 4:20 


2. The early church understood this truth. They prayed that the power of God would be manifest, (Your Kingdom come.) Acts 4:23-31 

V. Intercession: Your Will be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven.

A. Praying for all men. 1 Timothy 2:1 (GWT) First of all, I encourage you to make petitions, prayers, intercessions, and prayers of thanks for all people, 

‘The only thing that can move the hand of God to intervene in the affairs of men is prayer.” Charles Agyin-ASare

1. We must pray to loose the blinding devils from the minds of the lost.




2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2 


2. Bind the strong man, to loose the captives. Matthew 12:28-29 
B. Praying for those in authority.  
1 Timothy 2:2-3


1. We are to pray for those in authority so they do not yield to evil spirits that would use them as adversaries against the preaching of the gospel.



2. We must intercede against the council of the ungodly. That it would be confounded, and come to naught.


B. Standing in the Gap



Ezekiel 22:30-31 (NLT) “I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the land, but I found no one. {31} So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming them in the fire of my anger. I will heap on them the full penalty for all their sins, says the Sovereign LORD."
1. As we intercede through prayer, we can literally stay the judgment of God from coming upon nations, or individuals.





2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) "if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

VI. Our Daily Bread Matthew 6:6-8 


A. Our daily bread starts with God’s Kingdom business. Luke 12:29-32, 


Romans 14:17, James 4:2b-3, Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
VII. Forgive us Our Debts, As we Forgive Our Debtors.


A. The key to answered prayer is holiness and love.





Mark 11:25-26 (NKJV) “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”

VIII. And Do not Lead us into Temptation, But Deliver Us from the Evil One.



James 4:6-8 (NKJV) But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

IX.  For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory Forever. Amen.

A. Our prayers are to always begin with praise and worship.




Psalms 100:3-4 (NKJV) Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. {4} Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.




Psalms 103:1-2 (NKJV) Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! {2} Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits:



1. As the old hymn says…‘Count your blessings, name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.’.
