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A New Creation

Theme: The old life is gone, behold a new life has come.

Text: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.


(The Children’s Living Bible) When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand-new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has begun! 

Introduction: The term Creation in Webster’s dictionary is defined as ‘a complete new species of being which never before existed.’ This is exactly what we become when we are born again, ‘a complete new species of being which never before existed.’

Our identification with Jesus Christ is the most life changing truth the believer can ever come to realize and walk in. All that we will ever become or accomplish for the kingdom of God is dependent upon our realization of our identity with Jesus Christ.  


As a believer, we are not merely identified with Christ in that we are called Christians; we are identified with Him since He is now our very life! When the Scripture says that we are a new creation, it means exactly what it says. We are a brand-new person inside. We didn’t join a club or add something extra-curricular to our lives. We experienced a new creation transformation. Our spirit literally was recreated with the very life and nature of God Almighty. We became one with God, just as Christ and the Father are one. 


This is one of the most miraculous works in the entire world! That God, through the power of His Spirit, can 

in a moment transform our very life and nature, from that of a hell bound sinner into a heaven bound child of the living God. 


When we are born again of the Spirit of God, the life of God enters our human spirit, and His life changing power begins to work to transform our entire lives to reflect His very life and nature. The life of God enters our spirit through the new birth and begins to permeate our entire being spirit, soul, and body, until we are completely transformed into Christ likeness. 

(Luke 13:20-21 NIV) Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? {21} It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."


From the moment we become a child of God, our identity is changed. We now draw our identity from Christ instead of the world around us. Our identification is who we perceive ourselves to be. We will never rise above our perception of ourselves, and who and what we identify with determines that perception.

 
Psychologists have asserted that as we grow, we develop our self-concept through identification with others. This involves the incorporation of the characteristics of our parents, and other adults by adopting their appearance, attitudes, and behaviors. Children will naturally tend to identify with those persons to whom they are emotionally attached. 

As we grow, we continue this trend by identifying ourselves with those persons, activities, and objects that we become emotionally attracted to. As an example, advertisers have learned that if they can cause us to attach something or someone that we are emotionally attracted to with a product, that we are not only more likely to purchase that product, but we are more likely to develop label or brand loyalty.


On a more practical level, people gain their identity from those people, activities, and object that they identify emotionally with. For example, people identify with musicians and mimic their appearance and behaviors. People identify with professional athletes and purchase jerseys with their number and name on it. 

I. Misplaced Identity

A. When our sense of identity is determined by any other person, activity, or object other than what God determines, we can fall prey to every sort of deception and destructive behavior.


1. Whoever or whatever a person draws their identity from then holds the power to influence their perceived realty. We are not to allow the fallen world around us to shape our identity.




Romans 12:2 (Amplified Bible)  Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].

B. As a believer we must learn to draw our identity from our union with Christ.




Colossians 2:9-10 (NKJV) For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; {10} and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.



1. Who we were before we came to Christ is not who we are now that we are joined with Him through the new birth.




Ephesians 2:6 (NLT) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 
         2. If the believer allows the world around them to dictate their identity, they will remain bound by the carnal nature.   



Romans 8:6 & 12-13 (NKJV) For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace…12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

II. Identified with Christ

A. We first identify with Christ in His death. When we became believers, we literally died to our old life and we were resurrected to partake of the life of Christ.


1. Dead man walking. The term ‘dead man walking’ has been adopted to identify those who are awaiting execution. Paul understood this concept and he applied it to the believer’s relation to Christ and the old life


2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.


Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.


Romans 6:1-13 (NKJV) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? {2} Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? {3} Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 


Colossians 3:3-11 (NLT) For you died when Christ died, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. {4} And when Christ, who is your real life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. {5} So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual sin, impurity, lust, and shameful desires. Don't be greedy for the good things of this life, for that is idolatry. {6} God's terrible anger will come upon those who do such things. {7} You used to do them when your life was still part of this world. {8} But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. {9} Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old evil nature and all its wicked deeds. {10} In its place you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ, who created this new nature within you. {11} In this new life, it doesn't matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 

B. We draw our new identity from Christ through His resurrection.



Romans 6:5 (NKJV) For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,


Ephesians 2:4-6 (NKJV) But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, {5} even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), {6} and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,


Colossians 3:1-3 (NLT) Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits at God's right hand in the place of honor and power. {2} Let heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think only about things down here on earth. {3} For you died when Christ died, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.
C. Identified through adoption. We are the adopted sons and daughters of God.



Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. 
1. When someone is adopted, they lose their identity with their old family and take on the identity of their new parents and family.

D. Identified with the reality of who Christ is. 


1 John 4:17 (NKJV) Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 



1. We are everything Jesus Christ is. We are partakers of His very life and nature right now. 









Corinthians 5:16 (J.B. Phillips) This means that our knowledge of men can no longer be based on their outward lives (indeed, even though we knew Christ as a man we do not know him like that any longer). For if a man is in Christ he becomes a new person altogether—the past is finished and gone, everything has become fresh and new.


2. Paul’s prayer for believers is that they would come to a greater revelation of who they are in union with Christ.



Ephesians 1:15-23 (NKJV) Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,
III. Identified by His Nature

A. In Christ we are made partakers of the very life and nature of God. We are not merely forgiven sinners; we are saints of the Living God.



John 15:4-5 (NKJV) "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. {5} "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.



Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.


Ephesians 4:22-24 (NKJV)...that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, {23} and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, {24} and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.





2 Peter 1:1-4 (NKJV)… {4} by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Conclusion: As we begin to see ourselves in Christ, our identity will change. The believer can no longer be intimidated or discouraged who sees themselves as Christ sees Himself. We are as Christ is. We have what He has, and by His power we can do what He does, for as He is so we are in this world.

