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Fully Convinced

Theme: When we are fully convinced, we will act like it.
Text: Romans 4:17-21 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 
Introduction:  Abraham became the father of our faith because of these two facts. 
	1. He did not waver at the promises of God through unbelief.
	2. He was fully convinced that what God had promised He was able to do.
	
In like manner we too are instructed to follow after Abraham's example of faith in our own lives. Therefore, we must not waver at the promises of God through unbelief, and we need to be fully convinced that what God has promised He is able to do our lives.
	Although it did take Abraham a season in his life to arrive at the point, which qualified him to become the father of our faith, he did eventually arrive.
	Hebrews 11:17-19 (NLT) It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, {18} though God had promised him, "Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted." {19} Abraham assumed that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead. 
	We see by this example just how completely Abraham was convinced. In order to see the positive side sometimes we can examine the negative. There are many examples throughout the word of God of those who believed God and succeeded, as well as examples of those who did not believe God and failed. 

I. Becoming Fully Convinced
	A. If we can be talked out of what we are believing for, we are not fully convinced. 
		1. If circumstances can persuade us that the answer is not coming, we are not fully convinced.
· Circumstances do not change God's word, God's word changes circumstances. Being moved by circumstances is an example of not being fully convinced that what God promised he will do.
· We do not deny the existence of circumstances. We deny circumstances the right to move us into unbelief. Always remember, circumstances do not change the promises of God!	
	
	2. God's word does not change, but the things of this world do!
			Psalms 119:89 (KJV) For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 
			Numbers 23:19 (NCV) God is not a human being, and he will not lie. He is not a human, and he does not change his mind. What he says he will do, he does. What he promises, he makes come true.
			Romans 3:3-4 (NKJV) For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? {4}Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."
				
	3. Circumstances can change at any time, but God's word will not!
			2 Corinthians 4:18 (NKJV) while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
			(Jewish New Testament) We concentrate not on what is seen but on what is not seen, since things seen are temporary, but things not seen are eternal.
· If we concentrate on what the circumstances are telling us, we will begin to believe them above God's word. Then we will begin to act upon what they tell us over what God's word says.
			2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) For we walk by faith, not by sight.
			(NCV)  We live by what we believe, not by what we can see.
		
	4. We can never receive from God if we are forever torn between what God's word says, and what circumstances say.
			James 1:1-8 (NKJV)… {6} But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. {7} For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; {8} he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
			Doubting: Greek #1252 diakrino (dee-ak-ree-no) ‘To judge between two or more choices, to be conflicted between choices, or to be of two different opinions or mind sets. Thus in James the word is described as being double minded, or a person who is unresolved.

	B. Peter was moved away from the word of Jesus by what he saw with his natural eyes.						
			Matthew 14:23-33 (NLT) After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.

		1. We could say that the water & the wind represent the contrary circumstances in our lives.
· The wind did not stop the power of God from working. The wind was just as strong when Peter first believed the words of Jesus. And yet he still walked on the water in spite of the wind.

· An impossible situation did not stop the power of God from working. Walking on water is humanly impossible, yet Peter walked on the water.

· Peter walked on the water because he was fully convinced that what God said He was also able to perform. He began to sink only he began to believe the circumstances of the wind & water more than the words of Jesus.    
			Verse 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted.

2. What caused Peter to sink?
· He took his eyes off of the word of God. He became distracted. But when he saw the wind. The KJV describes the wind as boisterous.
Boisterous: "Offensively loud and insistent" 
· Circumstances can become offensively loud and insistent when we step out in faith.						
· When he lost sight of the word, he began to fear. He was afraid; when he lost sight of the word, he began to believe the symptom… But when he saw that the wind...

· When he lost sight of the word, he was moved to speak by fear rather than faith. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out...

II. Abraham was fully convinced!
	A. Abraham believed God’s word more than any symptoms or reports that he 	 heard.

		1. Abraham did not deny the existence of contrary circumstances. He simply believed that God’s word was greater than the circumstances. And that if he did not stop believing that God would do what He had promised.
			Romans 4:18 (NKJV) who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.”
			(NLT) When God promised Abraham that he would become the father of many nations, Abraham believed him....even though such a promise seemed utterly impossible!
			(NCV) There was no hope that Abraham would have children. But Abraham believed God...

		2. Abraham believed what God said more than the doctor’s report, more than the x-rays, more than the blood tests, more than the pain, more than the criticism of his friends who considered him foolish. 
· Abraham believed what God said more than what his bank account told him, more than his paycheck. 

· Abraham believed what God said more than where he lived, or what family he had  come from, more than the critiques who said it could not be done.

			Romans 4:20-21 (NKJV) He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, {21} and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.

			(NLT) Abraham never wavered in believing God's promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. {21} He was absolutely convinced that God was able to do anything he promised.

	B. Abraham spoke of future events with as much certainty as though they had already come to pass.
· He believed God, and God called him the father of many nations before he physically was the father of many nations.

· You must call yourself healed while you still feel sick.

· You must call yourself prosperous while you still see want and lack.

			Romans 4:17 (NKJV)... God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do 	not exist as though they did;


