PAGE  
1

6 Key Elements of the Gospel Message
Text: Mark 16:15-16 & 19-20 (NKJV) Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned… 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

Introduction: The final commandment of Jesus to His disciples was to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom to every person, in all the world, and know that the early church was faithful in carrying out his command. The great commission is at the center of the Christian faith. 


“Everything in Scripture is either preparation for the Gospel, presentation of the Gospel, or participation in the Gospel.”― Dave Harvey



In spite of the clearly stated biblical mandate of the great commission andf the historical precidence of carrying forth the great commission of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world. Today, as with so many other areas of biblical Christianity, the great commission seems in peril of being completely eradicated from the faith of many millenial Christians. 

· Barna Research – ‘Snapshot of faith Across all Age Groups, July 2019.’ Overall, though commitment levels are certainly higher among older adults in the United States, Christians who practice their faith do so in a remarkably similar fashion, regardless of their generation. And though, as other Barna data note, few Christian Millennials today are willing to share their faith with others (and in fact think it’s wrong to do so)…

If faith in Christ is depenant upon the proclamation of our faith and yet a rising number of young Christians have come to believe that they should not share their faith with those outside of Christ, how do they expect the lost to be saved?


“If people are lost outside of Christ, and if faith in Jesus Christ is the only avenue of redemption, what could possibly be a higher priority than spreading the gospel as far as we can as fast as we can?” David Shibley
· This trend reveals an alarming and glaring lack of knowledge of what faith in Christ means and the believer’s responsibility to share their faith with the lost.




Romans 10:6-17 (NLT) But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” 16 But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.

I. Key Elements of the Gospel of the Kingdom







A. Proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom requires a basic grasp of several foundational truths:

· The non-negotiables of biblical Christianity.









1. Jesus Christ is the one and only means of salvation. 

· Every believer must be fully convinced of this truth if they are going to be a faithful witness of Christ.



· The fact that a growing number of Millenials believe it to be wrong to share their faith with others is clear evidence that they do not believe this foundational truth about Jesus Christ. 

· This sadly reveals a  lack of biblical authority, knowledge, and conviction in their lives.






John 10:8-10 (NKJV) All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
\





John 14:6 (NKJV) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.





Acts 12:4 (NLT) There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”





1 Timothy 2:5-6 (NKJV) For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,



2. All have siined and therefore apart from salvation through Christ, all are lost.

· Since a growing number of Millenials believe it is wrong to share their faith with others, they obviously do not believe this biblical truth either.





Romans 3:12 (NKJV) Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned





Romans 3:23-24 (NCV) Everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious standard, 24 and all need to be made right with God by his grace, which is a free gift. They need to be made free from sin through Jesus Christ.



3. Justification and right standing (righteousness) through Christ.





Romans 3:23-26 (NLT)  For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.





Romans 5:1 (NKV) Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.



4. The Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 






1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NKJV) Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,

· Our faith stands upon the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.




















1 Corinthians 15:12-23 (NLT) But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun though another man. 22 Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. 23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.


5. Repentance is Essential 





Matthew 4:17 (NKJV) From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”




Acts 2:38 (NKJV) Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.





Acts 17:30 (Amplified) Therefore God overlooked and disregarded the former ages of ignorance; but now He commands all people everywhere to repent [that is, to change their old way of thinking, to regret their past sins, and to seek God’s purpose for their lives],




William Carey, the pioneer missionary to India “Let nothing short of radical change of heart satisfy you in your coverts.”  
· Repentance and faith go hand in hand. Without repentance we cannot claim to have true faith in Christ. There simply is no salvation apart from repentance.



6. Placing your faith in Christ.




Mark 1:15 (NKJV) “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”





Luke 9:23-25 (NKJV) Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. {24} "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. {25} "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?




Tom Sine, in his book “Taking Discipleship Seriously,’ says, “Jesus in His extremism insists that we surrender all our relationships, our resources, our careers, our futures-our total lives-to His lordship…In becoming Christian it appears that many of  us have unquestionably attempted to layer our faith right over the top of the secular values with which we have been raised. We have simply accepted cultural expectations as largely unquestioned givens. For many, this business of following Christ seems to be placing a little “Jesus veneer” over middle- and upper middle-class lifestyles and their implicit values. That simply won’t work.”





Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved. 10 We believe with our hearts, and so we are made right with God. And we declare with our mouths that we believe, and so we are saved.

· God requires that our faith in Christ, correspond with full wholehearted surrender to Christ.















James 2:20-22 (NCV)  You believe there is one God. Good! But the demons believe that, too, and they tremble with fear.20 You foolish person! Must you be shown that faith that does nothing is worth nothing? 21 Abraham, our ancestor, was made right with God by what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar. 22 So you see that Abraham’s faith and the things he did worked together. His faith was made perfect by what he did.
