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The Gospel of the Kingdom

Living a Kingdom Life

Theme: Christ came proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom of God, not the gospel of heaven.

Text: Matthew 24:14 (NKJV) And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Introduction: What is the gospel of the kingdom?

What is the Gospel of the Kingdom?
· The word gospel means news that is good or good news. 

· The word kingdom refers to the authority and rule of God.. 

· The gospel of the kingdom is the proclamation of the good news of the rule of God in the lives of individuals, the nations and over all of creation.

I. The Kingdom of God


A. The proclamation of the Gospel of the kingdom is a call to every nation, kindred and tongue to submit to the rule of God.




Matthew 7:21-22 (NKJV) “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

· Lord: Greek Kyrios when used to refer to Christ is often used as the equivalent of the Hebrew word for Lord, Adonai, which is used as a pronoun for the name of God. 
· Kyrios was a common word referring to someone who held authority or power. The word was often used as a title for slave masters and magistrates. It was also commonly used in reference to a man as the Lord or master of his house. A man’s wife in Greek and Roman culture would often refer to her husband by the title of Lord. 




1 Peter 3:5-6 (NIV) For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord (kyrios) . You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.
· Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom means that we are proclaiming the coming and reality of the Kingdom of God, and not simply explaining a way to get to Heaven.
· John the Baptist proclaimed the kingdom of God 





Matthew 3:1-2 (NKJV) In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
· Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God 





Matthew 9:35 (NKJV) Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom…

· Jesus sent His disciples to proclaim the kingdom of God 




Luke 9:1-2 (NKJV) Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
· The early Church proclaimed the kingdom of God. 




Acts 8:12 (NKJV) But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.




Acts 19:8 (NKJV) And he (Paul) went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 
II. The Proclamation of the Gospel


A. In the Bible, the gospel is called the “gospel of the kingdom”, the “gospel of God”, the “gospel of Christ”, the “gospel of peace”, or the “gospel of salvation”. 

· The focus of the eartly ministry of Jesus was etirely toward the nation of Israel.




Matthew 10:5-7 (NKJV) These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

· The Jewish people and even Gentiles in the first century thought of their faith in relation to the nation of Israel itself. 
· Their faith in God was collective rather than individualistic. 
· Their faith in God was lived out in relation to their families and local community.
· The people as a whole were looking for the coming Messiah, who would restore the glory of the kingdom of Israel. 
· Therefore, Jesus came proclaiming the Kingdom of God to a people who were looking for that kingdom already. 
· Jesus never mentioned “going to heaven” to Nicodemus.




John 3:1-3 (NKJV) There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

· Jesus did not tell the woman at the well that if she came to Him she could go to heaven.





John 4:13-14 (NKJV) Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”




Life: Greek – Zoe – ‘Zoe describes a vitality of life or a life that is rich with fullness in contrast to a mere existance, which apart from Zoe is a life devoid of ultimate purpose or fullfillment.
· At the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus did not tell the people that if they came to Him they could go to heaven. He promised them the Holy Spirit.





John 7:37-39 (NKJV) On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
· When Peter responded to the people on the day of Pentecost, he did promised them the gift of the Holy Spirit, not the gift of heaven.





Acts 2:38-39 (NKJV) Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
· Philip preached Christ to the Samritans, with signs and wonders.




Acts 8:5-8 (NKJV) Then Philip went down to [a]the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.
.

· There is actually not one instance of the promise of heaven being included in the preaching of the Gospel in the Bible!

· The modern church has framed the preaching of the gospel nearly entirely in the context of going to heaven when we die.

· Rather than presenting the lost with a new way of life that is worth living for, it places the emphasis out into the future. 

· Most lost people are not consciously thinking about the day they die. They are living for the here and now. 

· Rather than presenting a life worth living here and now the message of the gospel is presented as as an etherial future reward.

· Because the gospel is presented from the perspective of going to heaven when you die, people have no concept of actually living a life that honors and pleases God right now. They are waiting around to go to heaven, because this is what the gospel means top them.




Bill Hull, in his book ‘The Complete Book of Discipleship,’ states, “The American gospel teaches that faith equals agreement with a set of religious facts. Believing in Jesus has no meaning if we don’t follow him in discipleship. Believing without discipleship isn’t believing, it’s agreeing to a set of facts about a religious figure.


The problem we face is that we have taught a faith that doesn’t transform people….We’ve made the test for salvation doctrinal rather than behavioral, ritualizing it with walking the aisle, praying to receive Christ, or signing a doctrinal statement.


Perhaps we’ve made it so easy to get into “the life” that we’ve made it nearly impossible to live the life.”




Jim Wallis “To be a Christian is to be possessed and dominated by the kingdom of God. Salvation must not be seen as merely an individual event in which the individual has a part. The kingdom of God has come to transform the world and us with it by the power of God, in Jesus Christ. The cross of Christ is not just the symbol of our atonement but the very pattern and definition of our lives, the very means of the new order that has invaded the world in Christ” 




Tom Sine, in his book “Taking Discipleship Seriously,’ says, “Jesus in His extremism insists that we surrender all our relationships, our resources, our careers, our futures-our total lives-to His lordship…In becoming Christian it appears that many of  us have unquestionably attempted to layer our faith right over the top of the secular values with which we have been raised. We have simply accepted cultural expectations as largely unquestioned givens. For many, this business of following Christ seems to be placing a little “Jesus veneer” over middle- and upper middle-class lifestyles and their implicit values. That simply won’t work.”

“Let us be satisfied with nothing else than leaving the deepest mark on our generation."      John R Mott

