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The Way Forward is Back

Them: Rebuilding what has been discarded.

Text: Romans 13:11 (NKJV) And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

Introduction: If we are perfectly honest with ourselves, modern Christianity has failed to affectively combat the invasive forces of modenity and the influence of pop culture. 

I. The State of the Declining Church in America


A. According to the most reliable reports in recent years, the evangelical church in America, that is Bible believing, born again believers is rapidly declining. 

· The Church and Change: In his book The Great Evangelical Recession, by John S. Dickerson, he identified four major cultural shifts that will continue to have a great affect upon the American church.



1. The “host” culture is changing faster than most of us  (inside and out of the church) realize.

· The United States has shifted into a postmodern, post-Christian 




era.

· New technology does not change a cultures direction. It simply 




accelerates the change.



2. The direction of accelerating change includes anti-Christian reactionism.

· Not only is the culture drifting away from Christianity, people (especially the young) are growing increasingly hostile toward Christianity.

· In 2011, George Barna found that “people are most likely to acknowledge that Americans are becoming more hostile and negative toward Christianity.”

· 53% of University professors now hold negative feelings toward evangelical Christianity.



3. The rate of change toward this direction will continue to accelerate as the oldest two generations die off.

· We can see that younger generations are departing from the faith of their fathers.

· As older Americans die off, their values will die with them.





Psalm 11:3 (NKJV) If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?



4. These changes will reach a point at which they will directly affect church as we know it and life for evangelical Christian as we know it.


B. Losing the Next Generation: 

· LifeWay research found that 70% of Millennials (18-29 year olds), quit attending church by the age of 23. Most will never return to church or to Christ himself.

· Barna research estimates that 4 or every 5 young evangelicals will leave the church.

· In the past decade 2.6 million 18-29 year olds have left the church, and most will never return.



“There is no easy way to say it, but it must be said, Parents and churches are not passing on a robust Christian faith, and accompanying commitment to the church.” Ed Stetzer



“We are at a critical point in the life of the North American Church, the Christian Community must rethink our effort to make disciples. David Kinnaman

· Barna research has concluded that the majority of young evangelicals do not know how to articulate their faith. They are unable to explain what they believe. This is a major problem when the gospel

· God exists to make me happy.

· In his book Soul Searching, Sociologist Christian Smith writes, that the common creed among American evangelical teens is “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism,” which he defines as essentially a self-centered worldview., in which personal happiness is the highest goal and a distant God is taken for granted in the background. In fact, this view is so prominent that evangelical teens are no less likely than unbelievers to believe that all good people go to heaven.





Psalm 11:3 (NKJV) If the foundations are destroyed,What can the righteous do?
II. Dealing With Modernity


A. Modernity is the concept of deconstruction of the past, to be replaced with the progressive ideals of the modern.  




Modernity: Sharon L. Snyder  - Ph.D.,  University of Illinois at Chicago: Modernity, the self-definition of a generation about its own technological innovation, governance, and socioeconomics. To participate in modernity was to conceive of one’s society as engaging in organizational and knowledge advances that make one’s immediate predecessors appear antiquated or, at least, surpassed. The eminent Victorians thus appeared old-fashioned to a new generation of “moderns” at the beginning of the 20th century, and the motto of poets of the time was to “make it new.”

· The Generation Gap: Through much of human history, one generation would pass on their traditions and way of life to the next. Tribes would have rights of passage from childhood to adulthood. These practices have been used from the dawn of time to carry on the traditions and culture of the world’s civilizations. 

· Modernity does not view the traditions and beliefs one’s forefathers as something to be embraced, preserved and carried forth, but rather to be discarded and replaced with modern ideals and practices. 

· The sad fruits of modernity today:
To understand the dire consequences of modetnity just take a look at college campuses today, where we are witnessing the fruits of modernity before our eyes. This is a generation that has moved to full scale deconstructionism. Not only is this geneartion fully engrossed in modernity but they see the United States as something to be torn down and rebuilt as part of the globalist collective. 

· Christianity, in their minds is part of the evil heritage of America, and as such needs to be cast aside as part of Western Colonialism.  





John 15:18-21 (NKJV) “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. 

III. The Way Forward is Back


A. Rebuilding the foundations that have been erroded. 



Isaiah 61:1- (NKJV) “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to [a]heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To console those who mourn in Zion,To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;That they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.” 4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins, They shall raise up the former desolations, And they shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations.

· Our hope and trust is in God, not man.


B. Rebuilding local communities that can weather the assault of society.




“What matters at this stage is the construction of local forms of community within which civility and the intellectual and moral life can be sustained through the new dark ages which are already upon us.”  Alaistaire MacIntyre

· The way forward is not actually something new, but rather rebuilding the old foundations of faith, family and the local church. 
· Jeremiah’s warning should be heeded by the church today.

· God is calling His people to come apart from this world system and live a consecrated holy life.





Jeremiah 6:1 (NLT) “Run for your lives, you people of Benjamin! Get out of Jerusalem! Sound the alarm in Tekoa! Send up a signal at Beth-hakkerem! A powerful army is coming from the north, coming with disaster and destruction.





2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (NKJV)…17 “So come out from among unbelievers and be separate,” says the Lord, “And do not touch what is unclean; …
· We must take some radical actions in this hour to prepare ourselves and future generations for the onslaught against our faith.





Jeremiah 6:16-17 (NLT)…17 I posted watchmen over you who said, Listen for the sound of the alarm.’But you replied, No! We won’t pay attention!’ 

IV. Building Communities


A. Rod Dreher adminishes believers that in order to weather the storm that is upon us, we need to build communities of believers that stand apart from the current culture.

· Renewed devotion to serving Christ. Christians must take a step back and examine the way we live in this modern world. How we use our resources, how we use technology and our level of consecration to Christ.  
· Recognizing the devestating affects of MTD (Moralistic Therapudic Deism), and proclaiming authentic biblical Christianity.
· Suffering: We must embrace the doctrine of suffereing again. Suffering for the cause of Christ has been completely rejected and abandoned by the modern western church. 2 Timothy 3:10-13, 1 Peter 4:1-3 
· Education: Unless we build Christian schools and homeschool communities we will continue to lose our children to the pressures of the culture. 
· Financial: Changing our spending habits. Supporting companies financially that share our values.

· Unplug from big banks, big tech and big companies.

· Family: Strengthening and rebuilding the family. 

· The Church: Strengthening and rebuilding the local church.

