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HANUKKAH THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS


Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights

Theme: Hanukkah is a celebration commemorating the light of the world, Jesus Christ.

Text: John 10:22-23 (NLT) It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah. {23} He was at the Temple, walking through the section known as Solomon's Colonnade. 
Introduction: “The word Hanukkah (חֲנֻכָּה‎) means "dedication.". It comes from the verb chanakh (kha-noo-KA) (חנך) which means to dedicate or consecrate.


The name of the holiday, Hanukkah, comes from the Hebrew word for “dedication,” “consecration” or “inauguration.” 


This festival commemorates the cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem and the liberation of the Jewish people, by Judah Maccabees in 167 BC/BCE, from the tyrannical Syrian dictator Antiochus, who desecrated it by using it for the worship of Greek gods and the sacrifice of pigs.


“A popular children’s song for the holiday begins with the words: “The days of Hanukkah, the dedication of our Temple, fill our hearts with joy and gladness.”


This festival is celebrated by lighting 8 candles on menorah to commemorate the miracle of the original menorah when the temple was rededicated.


When the temple was cleansed, the priests found only a single jar of kosher oil for the temple menorah. (enough to last only a single day). However upon lighting the menorah, the oil miraculously lasted for 8 days until more oil could be procured.


Also known as the Feast of Dedication, or the Festival of Lights, is an eight day festival that begins on the 25th day of Kislev, of the Jewish calendar. This corresponds with November & December of the Gregorian calendar.

I. Hanukkah is rich with both spiritual and prophetic significance.
· Hanukkah means dedication, and reminds us to take this time to allow the light of God’s Word to examine our lives in order that we might cleanse our lives from anything that might defile God’s temple.
· Jesus used the story of Hanukkah to warn us of the great deception that will come upon the earth in the last days.  Matthew 24; Luke 21

I. Hanukkah, Celebrating the Light of the World


A. While the Hanukkah means dedication, it also is called the Festival of Lights.

· The Hanukkah Menorah has eight candles, with an additional 9th to light the other eight.  The temple menorah had six branches. and a center light that never went out. 

· The Temple menorah had six branches, with an additional  center light.

· The high priest would light the six branches every night and clean them every morning. The center branch never went out, and today in many synagogues there is a single lamp that represents the eternal flame of the menorah.
· The ninth Hanukkah menorah candle is the one that is used to light the other eight candles.
· Traditionally this is to commemorate how the oil of the Menorah lasted for eight days, when there was only enough for one day.

The Hannukah Blessings


The First Hannukah Blessing: The first Hannukah blessing is recited on all eight nights just prior to lighting the candles:








Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu l'hadlik neir (shel) chanukah. Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.



The Second Hannukah Blessing: The second Hannukah blessing is recited all eight nights just prior to lighting the candles:







Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, she-asah nisim la-avoteinu, bayamim haheim, (u)baz'man hazeh. Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors, in those days, at this season.



The Third Hannukah Blessing: The third Hannukah blessing is recited only on the first night just prior to lighting the candles:






Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu, v'kiyemanu, vehigi-anu laz'man hazeh. Translation: Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has kept us in life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season.


B. Light represents the Messiah, (Jesus Christ).

· Jesus, is the light of the world.




John 8:12 (NKJV) Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."




John 9:5 (NKJV) "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

· The first light to enter the world was the divine light of God.




Genesis 1:1-4 (NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. {2} The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. {3} Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. {4} And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.

· This was not natural light, but rather the spiritual radiance of none other than God’s righteous, holy light, as the sun, moon and stars had not been created.




John 1:1-14 (NKJV)…And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.


C. We see the divine light of God revealed in the creation of the world. 




John 1:3-5 (NKJV) All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. {4} In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. {5} And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

· It is believed that Adam and Eve were actually clothed in the divine righteous light of God, and when they sinned they lost this glorious righteous covering.




Genesis 2:25 (NKJV)  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.




Genesis 3:7 (NKJV)  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

· When sin entered the world the divine light was hidden from the eyes of sinful man.




John 3:19 NKJV) "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

· The light of creation will once again shine in the restored earth.




Habakkuk 2:14 (NKJV) For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.     Revelation 21:22-27 (NKJV) 


D. Jesus, the Messiah, the light of the world, came into the world to show forth the light of God in our hearts.




2 Corinthians 4:6 (NLT) For God, who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has made us understand that this light is the brightness of the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.




John 8:12 (NKJV)  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."




John 9:4-5 (NKJV)  "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. {5} "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."


E. The divine light of God came into the world at creation and was then hidden from man when sin entered the world. 

· The Messiah Jesus was hidden from in the bowels of the earth, latter to be revealed at the resurrection.

· While Jesus is the light of the world, His light is hidden from the eyes of sinful 

men who refuse to turn from the darkness to the light.




John 3:16-21 (NKJV)…{19} "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
II. Just as the Light of Creation was Revealed, Concealed, and Will be Revealed Again, 

     So Too Jesus, the Messiah has Been Revealed, Concealed, and will be Revealed Again.




Colossians 1:26 (NKJV) The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.




Matthew 24:30 (NKJV)  "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. Hebrews 9:28, Revelation 19:11-16 

III. During the Eight Days of Hanukkah We Rejoice in Jesus, the Light of the World.


A. Eight Menorah Candles

· The ninth candle is used to light a new candle each night. The ninth candle could be supposed to represent Yeshua the Messiah, the light of the world, who brings the light to all who believe on Him.

· The number eight in Scripture represents redemption and new beginnings.

· When God saved Noah and his family from the judgment of the flood there were eight people. We could say that those eight people were in a sense reborn.

· The light of the Menorah grows each night, just as God’s divine light of creation continued to grow until He ceased or rested from creating on the seventh day.

· The light that Messiah brought into the world began with John the baptizer, and 

has continued to grow until His kingdom will fill the whole earth.




John 1:6-9 (NKJV)  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. {7} This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. {8} He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. {9} That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.




Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV)  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. {14} "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. {15} "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. {16} "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. Revelation 11:15   
