Gallows
“The Devil is gonna hang from his own gallows.” Jess Ray
Introduction: The book of Esther recounts the story of God’s divine intervention through a young Jewish girl to save His people from sure annihalation. 


This story is a fitting example of the many attempts throughout history by Satan, to destroy the seed of Abraham, cutting off God’s plan of redemption. 


In the story of Esther, we are also given a great hope and assurance, that even in our darkest hour, God can in a moement flip the script and hang the enemy upon the very gallows he has built for our destruction. 

I. Esther – Historical background
· Under King Nebuchadnezzar, the southern kingdom of Judah was carried away captive to Babylon in three successive stages in 605, 597 and 587 B.C.E., the temple burnt to the ground and the city walls destroyed.
· When Babylon was latter conquered by the Medo/Persian empre, (modern day Iran), King Cyrus, at God’s leading, commanded that the Jewish temple in Jerusalem be rebuilt.

· Numerous Jews returned to Israel to work on the project, yet numerous chose to remain in their new home in Persia. 

· The book of Esther, and the events recorded take place in the vacinity of 474 B.C.E., when king Achashverosh, (Asashuerus or Xerxes) alows a decree to be made by his top adviser, evil Haman, to utterly exterminate the Jewish people. 

· Esther, and young Jewish girl is brought into a position to be queen and divinely appointed to intercede for the her people.

· God not only miraculously saves His people from destruction, but completely turns the tables, destroying the enemies of the Jews instead.

· From the book of Esther, comes the Jewish feast of Purim. This feast is celebrated every year at sunset in the 14th day of Adar (February/March), and continues through the 15th day of the moth. 

· Purim is traditionally a very joyous festive celebration. The scroll of Esther is read and Jews dress in elaborate costumes. 

· A renactment of the story is often presented as a play, with embelishments in the 



story.for dramatic affect.

· Every time Haman’s name is mentioned people boo loudly and celebrate with 




noisemakers when Haman is hanged.

· Esther is the only book in the Bible where the name of God is not mentioned. Yet the divine hand of God is clearly seen throughout. 

II. The Story 

· King Ahasuerus has a great 180 day celebration to honor his royal court. and display the wealth and beauty of his kingdom. This celebration is concluded with a 7 day feast.

· During this feast the king summons Queen Vashti, who refuses the king’s request brining reproach upon the king and his court. As a result, the king removes Vashti and sets out to find a new queen. 

· Enter Esther: A search is made throughout the kingdom to bring the most beautiful young virgins into the royal harem of the king. 

· After a season of training and beautifcation the young ladies are brought into the chamber of the king to spend a night with him. The one who pleases the king the most would be the next queen.

· Among these young virgins was Esther, who finds great favor with the royal palace attendants. 

· When Esther is brought into the king, she pleases him the most and is chosen as the new queen. 

· It should be noted that Esther, who was probably a teenager did not volunteer for this position. King Ahasuerus was probably in his 40s. 

· King Ahasuerus had a vast harem, and after each young woman slept with the king they lived in his appointed household harem for the rest of their lives. 

· Queen Esther’s sexual encounter with the king was not mutually concentual. This was not a love story as some movies have attempted to portray it. 

· However, there was obviously more to this night with the king than merely a sexual encounter. More than likely there was a series of questions that were posed to each young lady. 

· Esther was corinated as queen six years after Queen Vashti was removed. After her night with the king, she would only come to the king if summoned, under penalty of death. 

· It’s worth noting that the Medo/Persian empire was a nation of very strict laws and decrees. As throughout history, the enemy has often used these sort of laws to attack and oppress God’s people. 

· We have numerous people in our own government today who have used the legal system to restrict religious liberties and attempt to suppress the preaching of the gospel. 

· Christians around the world are being persecuted because of unjust and ungodly laws. In Pakistan, Christians face death sentences because of oppressive oppressive blasphemy laws.

II. Haman & Mordachai

· Esther is an orphan and is adopted by her older cousin Mordechai, who has a position in the government.

· After Esther becomes Mordechai discovers a plot to kill the kin and discloses it to Queen Esther, saving the king. 

· The king promotes Haman to the position of his top advisor, who demands that all beneath him bow to pay him respect. 

· Mordechai, a Jew, like the three Hebrew children and King Nebachadnezzar’s golden statue, refuses to bow on the grounds of this representing idolatry. 

· This insubordination infuriates Haman, who plots to not only kill Mordechai, but to utterly exterminate the entire Jewish population, including women and children.

· Mordechai, tells the king that there is a group of people who are insubordinate and who refuse to obey his laws, Haman says that they need to be eliminated because they pose a security threat. 

· It’s interesting to note that much persecution has been brought against God’s people because the government sees them as a threat. (Egypt, the Roman Empire, Communist China, Russia, North Korea, Nazi Germany etc.). 

· Haman also plans to seize all the property of the Jews once they are destroyed, and tells the king that this wealth will be added to the king’s royal treasury. 

· This is very much like Hitler’s ‘Final Solution,’ his plan to exterminate the Jews and seize their property. 

· Haman and his advisors cast lots (pur) to determine the date of the destruction of the Jews. 

· The king gives Haman permission and a royal decree is set in place that cannot be recended. This decree is sent throughout the entire land and the Jewish people are left in terror and distress. 

· Mordechai tells Esther of this plot and urges her to go to the king to intercede. 

· Esther is afraid, because the king does not stretch foth his septor to accept her, the penalty is death for approaching the king without being summuned. 




Esther 4:14 (NIV)  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
· Esther tells Mordachai to ask the people to fast for three days. This is why the day before Purim, Jews still fast. 
III> Haman’s Demise and God’s Deliverance

· Haman’s family tells him to build a 75 foot gallows to hang Mordachai upon. 

· Queen Esther approaches the king and is welcomed into his court, where she invites the king and Haman to a banquet the next day.

· The king cannot sleep and so he has the daily journals of his court read to him. He discovers that nothing was done to honor Mordachai. 

· As Haman enters to ask the king’s permission to execute Mordachai, the king asks his what should be done to honor a man who was so loayal. Haman in his pride thining the king would be honoring his, declars that such a man should be dressed in the kings royal garments and be led through the city.  Upon hearing this the king declares that Haman is to lead Mordachai on the kings horse. God’s sense of irony & humor!

· Haman’s wife declares that if this man Morachai is a Jew that he will not be able to overcome him. 




Genesis 12:3 (NIV) I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.
· The next day during the banquet, Esther reveals Haman’s evil plot. Haman is taken out and hanged upon the gallows he built for Mirdachai, 
· Latter all 10 of Haman’s sons are hanged upon these same gallows, ending Haman’s 
linege. 

· While the kings decree cannot be changed regarding the Jews, he gives Mordachai permission to make a new decree that the Jews can defend themselves. The Jews rise up and kill 75,000 of their enemies and great fear comes upon all of the nation of the Jews. 
