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Lifting the Veil

Theme: Lifting the veil of demonic oppression from the land.

Text: Isaiah 25:7 (NASV) On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, The web that is woven over all nations. 
Introduction: There is a veil that covers all the nations of the earth. This is the veil of sin and death that weighs the people down under bondage, hardship and cruelties of every sort. 


One day Christ will ultimately abolish death, crushing it under his authority when he delivers the kingdom to the Father God. 1 Corinthians 15:25-26 (NASV) For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26  The last enemy to be destroyed is death, 


Until that day, God’s desire is that the church serve as His instruments of liberation to life this veil from off of nations so that the people can hear the truth of the gospel and be set free in Christ. 


Nations may come under different types of veils at different times. When Judah had sinned and were carried into captivity for 70 years into Babylon, they were under a veil of captivity. As the Daniel read the prophecy of Jeremiah, he realized that after 70 years God had declared that God would gather His people and bring them back to the land of Israel. As a result of this revelation, Daniel began to intercede for the nation for God to fulfill His promise. Jeremiah 29:10-11 (NKJV) For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.
I. Spiritual Cycles


A. God operates in cycles, just as the planet and nations go through cycles and seasons.




Acts 17:26-27 (Amplified) And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their lands and territories. 27 This was so that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grasp for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.
· At the end of a cycle there is a spiritual gate or door of opportunity for peoples and nations.

· If God’s people begin to pray, repent and seek after God, the veil can be lifted from off the nation. 



2 Chronicles 7:12-14 (NKJV) Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
· Sin and rebellion against God’s decrees bring a curse upon the land and the nation. Yet when God’s people repent and intercede the curse can be lifted from off the land. 




Psalms 9:17-20 (NLT) The wicked will go down to the grave. This is the fate of all the nations who ignore God.




Isaiah 59:1-16 (NKJV) Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. {2} But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear…. {12}For our transgressions are multiplied before You, And our sins testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And as for our iniquities, we know them: 13 In transgressing and lying against the Lord, And departing from our God, Speaking oppression and revolt, Conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. {13} Justice is turned back, And righteousness stands afar off; For truth is fallen in the street, And equity cannot enter.{14} Justice is turned back, And righteousness stands afar off; For truth is fallen in the street, And equity cannot enter. {15} So truth fails, And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him That there was no justice.  





Verses 14 & 15 (NLT) Our courts oppose the righteous, and justice is nowhere to be found. Truth stumbles in the streets, and honesty has been outlawed. 15 Yes, truth is gone, and anyone who renounces evil is attacked. {16} He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.

· The heart of God is to see the veil of sin and darkness lifted from off the land.

· If God’s people fail in their calling to intercede for the nation and turn from their sin, then the devil will take the nation back into another cycle of captivity and bondage. 




Matthew 16:2-4 (NKJV) He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; 3 and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ [a]Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of [b]the prophet Jonah.” And He left them and departed.



Luke 19:43-44 (NKJV) For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”


B. Doors of opportunity are short periods of time or seasons that must be seized when they open or they will close and usher in another period of bondage.

· These doors may close and not open again for an entire generation. 



Numbers 14:20-25 (NKJV) Then the Lord said: “I have pardoned, according to your word; 21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord— 22 because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice, 23 they certainly shall not see the land of which I [f]swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. 24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it. 25 Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valley; tomorrow turn and move out into the wilderness by the Way of the Red Sea.”

· Once this door had closed it was not going to be opened until God’s judgment was fulfilled.  
· The people tried to possess the land in their own strength and understanding, but they failed to enter into the promise of God when the door was open before them. Numbers 14:39-45



Hebrews 3:15-18 (NLT) “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.” 16 And who was it who rebelled against God, even though they heard his voice? Wasn’t it the people Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And who made God angry for forty years? Wasn’t it the people who sinned, whose corpses lay in the wilderness? 18 And to whom was God speaking when he took an oath that they would never enter his rest? Wasn’t it the people who disobeyed him? 19 So we see that because of their unbelief they were not able to enter his rest.
· Abraham believed God. 




Romans 4:3 (NKJV) For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
II. Ruling Demonic Princes 


A. Sin gives the devil an open door to move into a nation, territory or person’s life and operate unabated. 




Ephesians 6:10-13 (Amplified) In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [draw your strength from Him and be empowered through your union with Him] and in the power of His [boundless] might. 11 Put on the full armor of God [for His precepts are like the splendid armor of a heavily-armed soldier], so that you may be able to [successfully] stand up against all the schemes and the strategies and the deceits of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places. 13 Therefore, put on the complete armor of God, so that you will be able to [successfully] resist and stand your ground in the evil day [of danger], and having done everything [that the crisis demands], to stand firm [in your place, fully prepared, immovable, victorious].
· God’s people must stand in prayer for the nation to lift the curse. 



Ezekiel 22:30-31 (NLT) "I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the land, but I found no one. {31} So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming them in the fire of my anger. I will heap on them the full penalty for all their sins, says the Sovereign LORD."


B. Daniel’s template prayer of repentance on behalf of the nation. 



Daniel 9:1-23 (Amplified)…5 we have sinned and committed wrong, and have behaved wickedly and have rebelled, turning away from Your commandments and ordinances. 6 Further, we have not listened to and heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.
· Daniel’s vision and God’s divine revelation - Daniel 10 
· Michael was revealing that another demonic ruling prince would come once he was gone called the prince of Greece. 
· This ruling prince would be worse than the prince of Persia. So it was imperative that the children of Israel not miss this door that God was about to open before them to return to the land of Israel. 
· This is why the church must stand in the gap for the nation to lift the veil from off the land. Otherwise the nation will miss the visitation of God and be plunged back into another cycle of darkness and demonic oppression. 
