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Time

Theme: Understanding times and seasons. 

Text: Hebrews 1:1-2 (NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

Introduction: God is a spiritual being who dwells in eternity. This means that God is not governed by the dictates of times as we are. Yet God, who is eternal, stepped out of time and created the natural world, ordaining times an seasons. 


Therefore when God deals with human beings, he does so in the context of time and space because this is what we understand. Our entire physical existence is governed by time and “over time,” we have coined numerous phrases related to time.


Benjamin Franklin  stated that “Time is Money,” and that “Lost time is never found again.” 

We have discovered that “Time waits for no one.” If we are waiting for someone or an event we are “killing time” or that “we have all the time in the world.”


If we are unproductive “I have too much time on my hands.” When waiting for someone we may say “Take Your Time.” 


We may tell someone to “Use your time wisely.” Time heals all wounds. Time flies when you’re having fun. We refer to “spending time,” so like money we must learn about good “time management.”


“All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 


J. R. R. Tolkien

“We all have our time machines. Some take us back, they’re called memories. Some take us forward, they’re called dreams.” Jeremy Irons
· Solomon reflected on the seasons of life as he reflected upon his life. 


Ecclesiastes 3 (NKJV) To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: 2 A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; 3 A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; 4 A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 5 A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; 6 A time to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 7 A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 8 A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace.
The Bible speaks of… discerning the times…, redeeming the time…, appointed times…,   times to come…,  the fullness of time…, time of trouble…, ancient times…,
the time of the gentiles or nations…,
times of refreshing…

I. Discerning the Times


A. Throughout Scripture we here exhortations about discerning or understanding the times. 




1 Chronicles 12:32 (Amplified) Of the tribe of Issachar, men who understood the times, with knowledge of what Israel should do,  




(NLT) All these men understood the signs of the times and knew the best course for Israel to take.




Ester 1:13 (NKJV) Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times (for this was the king’s manner toward all who knew law and justice,


B. They Did Not Discern the Times.




Matthew 16:13 (NKJV) and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. 




Acts 3:17-19 (NKJV) “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,




Luke 19:43-44 (NKJV) For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” (Passion)…
Since you would not recognize God’s day of visitation,


















Matthew 13:14-16 (Passion)  The prophecy of Isaiah describes them perfectly: Although they listen carefully to everything I speak, they don’t understand a thing I say. They look and pretend to see, but the eyes of their hearts are closed. 15 Their minds are dull and slow to perceive, their ears are plugged and are hard of hearing, and they have deliberately shut their eyes to the truth. Otherwise they would open their eyes to see, and open their ears to hear, and open their minds to understand. Then they would turn to me and let me instantly heal them. 16 “But your eyes are privileged, for they see. Delighted are your ears, for they are open to hear all these things.

C. If they were dull of hearing and ignorant of the time, don’t you think even God’s people today can be? 














Matthew 24:38-40 (NKJV) For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.










1 Thessalonians 5:1-8 (NLT) Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 3 When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape. 4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. 6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation.
II. Truth is Our Compass














A. Holding fast to the word of truth will give us clarity of the time. 




2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NKJV) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
· The word kairos here depicts a specific season of time. Paul is stating that a specific season will come when people will not want to here the truth. 
· He declared that a time would come when people within the church, believers, would not endure sound doctrine. The Greek word for endure is anecho and means to put up with or tolerate something. Paul declared that there would come a season of time where people within the church would not tolerate sound doctrine.
· ‘Sound doctrine’ the word for sound here is hugiano and it means something that is healthy and that produces a healthy condition. The word for doctrine represents long held doctrine. This means that in the time of the last days, there will be large numbers of people within the church who have no appetite for wholesome biblical instruction.  
· …but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers… The word for desires means lusts or whims. So they will follow after teachers who will tell them what they want to hear instead long held sound wholesome doctrine that they need to hear.  
· … and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. The word for fables here means fantasies. These people will follow teachers who abandon biblical truth and instead teach a type of message that no longer resembles long held biblical teachings.




2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NLT) Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we will be gathered to meet him. 2 Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that the day of the Lord has already begun. Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a spiritual vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly from us. 3 Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the one who brings destruction. 4 He will exalt himself and defy everything that people call god and every object of worship. He will even sit in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God.
5 Don’t you remember that I told you about all this when I was with you? 6 And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes. 7 For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it back steps out of the way. 8 Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. 9 This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. 10 He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them. 11 So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. 12 Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth.
III. Redeem the Time














A. Time is short, so we must use it wisely.










Ephesians 5:15-17 (Expanded) So be very careful how you ·live [walk]. Do not ·live [walk] like those who are ·not wise [foolish], but ·live wisely [like those who are wise]. 16 ·Take advantage of every opportunity [or Make the most of your time; …redeeming the time/season], because ·these are evil times [the days are evil]. 
· The word for time in this passage is the Greek word kairos, and in this context it refers to ‘the brevity of time.’ It depicts someone who is making full use of their opportunity because the time they have is so limited. 




Romans 13:10-14 (The Passion) Love makes it impossible to harm another, so love fulfills all that the law requires. 11 To live like this is all the more urgent, for time is running out and you know it is a strategic hour in human history. It is time for us to wake up! For our full salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 Night’s darkness is dissolving away as a new day of destiny dawns. So we must once and for all strip away what is done in the shadows of darkness, removing it like filthy clothes. And once and for all we clothe ourselves with the radiance of light as our weapon. 13 We must live honorably, surrounded by the light of this new day, not in the darkness of drunkenness and debauchery, not in promiscuity and sensuality, not being argumentative or jealous of others. 14 Instead fully immerse yourselves into the Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, and don’t waste even a moment’s thought on your former identity to awaken its selfish desires.
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