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Rooted in the Word

Text: Hebrews 4:12 (NASB) For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Introduction: In our previous study, ‘The Integrity of God’s Word,’ we stated, “The reliability of God’s word is what makes God Himself so worthy of our trust. God’s word is reliable because God is reliable. His steadfast character is witnessed through the integrity of His written word. Our faith in God is established upon our reliance upon and confidence in His word.”


So when we speak of having faith, trust, and confidence in God, we are actually basing this upon His character and faithfulness to uphold His word. 

I. Trust in God, Not in Man













A. The strength of man will fail. 
· We dare not place our faith in the wisdom or strength of this age or people, because ultimately it will fail. 





Jeremiah 17:5-8 (NLT) This is what the Lord says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the Lord (adonai). 6 They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 7 “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord (Adonai) and have made the Lord (Adonai) their hope and confidence. 8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit. (I inserted ADONAI for emphasis) 

· We will eventually run up against something that only God can provide an answer to or deliverance from. 



Psalm 1:1-4 (NKJV) Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 4 The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.



Psalm 118:8 (NKJV) It is better to trust in the Lord Than to put confidence in man.




Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
II. Rooted in the Word















A. The word of God must take deep root within the soil of our heart. 



Matthew 13:3-9 & 18-23 (NLT) He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”


B. Satan is out to steal the word of God out of our hearts. If he cannot steal the word then he cannot enforce his will upon our lives.

· He realizes that is we simply take God at His word and act upon what God says we will receive what He promises.
· If Satan cannot deceive people, then he will bring trouble or persecution into their lives in order to get them to turn loose of their confidence in God’s Word. 
· He knows that we will receive if we hold steadfast to God’s.
· If the Word of God remains in the soil it will produce a harvest.



Matthew 13:23 (NLT) The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”


C. The world around us is controlled by the prince of the power of the air (Satan), and it is arranged in opposition to God’s Kingdom and His truth, which is His Word. 




John 17:17 (NKJV) Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.



Colossians 2:6-7 (NLT) And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.



(Complete Jewish Bible)…7 Remain deeply rooted in him…




Ephesians 3:16-18 (NLT) I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 
· The parable of the seed and the parable of the vine are both essentially conveying the same principle.



John 15:1-8 (NLT) “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
II. Stand Strong
















A. If we will stand strong in faith and guard the Word of God in our hearts, we will walk in victory!















Hebrews 10:35-39 NKJV) Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great  reward. {36} For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.



(NLT)  Do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord, no matter what happens. Remember the great reward it brings you! {36} Patient endurance is what you need now, so you will continue to do God's will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.

Joshua 1:8 (NKJV)  "This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

· A double mind is a doubt-filled mind.







James 1:2-8 (NLT) Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. {3} For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. {4} So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything. {5} If you need wisdom--if you want to know what God wants you to do--ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He will not resent your asking. {6} But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. {7} People like that should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. {8} They can't make up their minds. They waver back and forth in everything they do.

· A doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.
· James is telling us that we should expect trials to come to test our confidence in God’s promises. This is just a natural part of the Christian walk. He admonishes the believer to remain steadfast, and unwavering in their confidence in God’s word, knowing that as long as they do not let go of their faith they will receive what God has promised.
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