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The Integrity of God’s Word

Theme: God’s word can be trusted because God can be trusted.

Text: 
Introduction: The trustworthiness of an individual is determined by how well they keep their word. The reliability of God’s word is what makes God Himself so worthy of our trust. God’s word is reliable because God is reliable. His steadfast character is witnessed through the integrity of His written word. Our faith in God is established upon our reliance upon and confidence in His word. 


A multibillionaire may have the financial resources at their disposal to accomplish incredible natural achievements, yet they may lack integrity when it comes to keeping their word. In this case their resources alone will not cause people to trust them. The lack of integrity of their word will have just the opposite effect. No matter how powerful someone may be, they are only as reliable as their word. 

1 Kings 8:56 (NKJV) "Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised through His servant Moses.
(Numbers 23:19 NKJV) "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?

(NLT)  God is not a man, that he should lie. He is not a human, that he should change his mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act? Has he ever promised and not carried it through?
Romans 3:3-4 (NKJV)  For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? {4} certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."

(NLT)  True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because they broke their promises, does that mean God will break his promises? {4} Of course not! Though everyone else in the world is a liar, God is true. As the Scriptures say, "He will be proved right in what he says, and he will win his case in court."

I. God Is Trustworthy

A. We can have confidence in the Word of God because it is consistent with the character of God Himself.

· God has exalted His word even above His name. Therefore, to question the integrity of the word of God is to question the integrity of the name of God Himself.

Psalm 138:2 NKJV) I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.

Example: A Pastor was speaking with a man about the Lord, and the man said that he did not believe the Bible to be true. So the Pastor asked the man what his name was. The man said my name is John. To this the Pastor replied, “I don’t believe you.” 

Then the Pastor asked the man where he was from, and the man named the city he lived in. Once again the Pastor said, “I don’t believe you.” At this the man began to show clear evidence that he was insulted that this Pastor was questioning his word. 

Then the Pastor used this to illustrate to the man, that he was insulted that he would question his word, yet the man felt totally justified in questioning the integrity of God’s word found in the Bible.

· To question the integrity of God’s word, is to question the very integrity of God Himself. It is not man that we insult when we refuse to believe the Bible, but God.



Psalm 89:34-35 (NKJV) My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips. {35} Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David:



Psalm 119:89 (NKJV) Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in 









     heaven.




Psalm 119:160 NKJV) The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.



Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.



Hebrews 6:18 (NLT) So God has given us both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can take new courage, for we can hold on to his promise with confidence.


B. God never does anything that is independent of His word; this is why we can rely upon Him. He never changes; He is always the same, because His word never changes
· For God contradict what He has stated in His written word (the Bible), would be inconsistent with His character.




Malachi 3:6 (NKJV)  "For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.



Hebrews 13:8 NKJV)  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.


C. Satan’s scheme is to persuade man to question God’s word. Whenever we doubt the word of God we become prey to the devil’s devices.




Genesis 3:1-5 NLT) Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the creatures the LORD God had made. "Really?" he asked the woman. "Did God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the garden?" {2} "Of course we may eat it," the woman told him. {3} "It's only the fruit from the tree at the center of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God says we must not eat it or even touch it, or we will die." {4} "You won't die!" the serpent hissed. {5} "God knows that your eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just like God, knowing everything, both good and evil."

· The serpent was calling God a liar! Satan uses the same tactic yet today.

· He is the accuser of the believer and the accuser of God as well. 

· He comes to steal the word out of our hearts.

· He does this through the same scheme that he used against Eve. “Has God really said?” “Is the Bible reliable?” “Has God really said?”




2 Corinthians 4:4 (NLT) Satan, the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe, so they are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News that is shining upon them. They don't understand the message we preach about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.

D. Satan is out to steal the word of God out of our hearts. If he cannot steal the word then he cannot enforce his will upon our lives.

· He realizes that is we simply take God at His word and act upon what God says, we will receive what He promises.



Matthew 13:19-21 NKJV) "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. "But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; {21} "yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.
· If Satan cannot deceive people, then he will bring trouble or persecution into their lives in order to get them to turn loose of their confidence in God’s Word. 

· He knows that we will receive if we hold steadfast to God’s.



Matthew 13:23 NKJV) "But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."




Hebrews 10:35-39 NKJV) Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great 

reward. {36} For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.




(NLT)  Do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord, no matter what happens. Remember the great reward it brings you! {36} Patient endurance is what you need now, so you will continue to do God's will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.




James 1:2-8 (NLT) Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. {3} For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. {4} So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything. {5} If you need wisdom--if you want to know what God wants you to do--ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He will not resent your asking. {6} But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. {7} People like that should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. {8} They can't make up their minds. They waver back and forth in everything they do.

· James is telling us that we should expect trials to come to test our confidence in God’s promises. This is just a natural part of the Christian walk. He admonishes the believer to remain steadfast, and unwavering in their confidence in God’s word, knowing that as long as they do not let go of their faith they will receive what God has promised.

Conclusion: Numbers 23:19 (NKJV) "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? God’s Word is reliable, because God is reliable!

As believers, we need to establish God’s word in our lives as our final authority! If God said it, I believe it and that settles it. 
