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THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving

Theme:  Thanksgiving keeps our hearts tender before God.

Text: Psalm 95:1-7 (NKJV) Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. {2} Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. {3} For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods. {4} In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of the hills are His also. {5} The sea is His, for He made it; And His hands formed the dry land. {6} Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. {7} For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the sheep of His hand…

Introduction:  The word thanksgiving is from the Hebrew word towdah, to-daw'; meaning an extension of the hand, in adoration; such as with a choir of worshippers or a (sacrifice of) praise, thanksgiving, or a thanksgiving offering).


The giving of thanks or thanksgiving offerings was established by God, when He brought the children of Israel out of bondage from Egypt. He wanted to make sure that His people always remembered that it was He who was their deliverer, provider, and entire source, and not their own resourcefulness.


Whenever God’s people have failed to give Him the thanks that is due Him, the next thing we see is a hardening, and turning away from Him into every sort of darkness and sin.

I. God is Our Creator 


A. Thanksgiving causes us to acknowledge God as our creator and source.



Psalms 100 (NKJV) Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! {2} Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing. {3} Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. {4} Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. {5} For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.



1. Idolatry stems from man refusing to give thanks to God as creator, and is at the root of all idolatry.





Romans 1:19-23 (Passion) In reality, the truth of God is known instinctively, for God has embedded this knowledge inside every human heart. 20 Opposition to truth cannot be excused on the basis of ignorance, because from the creation of the world, the invisible qualities of God’s nature have been made visible, such as his eternal power and transcendence. He has made his wonderful attributes easily perceived, for seeing the visible makes us understand the invisible. So then, this leaves everyone without excuse. 21 Throughout human history the fingerprints of God were upon them, yet they refused to honor him as God or even be thankful for his kindness. Instead, they entertained corrupt and foolish thoughts about what God was like.[i] This left them with nothing but misguided hearts, steeped in moral darkness. 22 Although claiming to be super-intelligent, they were in fact shallow fools. 23 For only a fool would trade the unfading splendor of the immortal God to worship the fading image of other humans, idols made to look like people, animals, birds, and even creeping reptiles!

B. Pride can creep into our lives without our even realizing. By giving thanks to God we humble ourselves and give Him the glory due His name.

1. God warned the children of Israel of this very thing.




Deuteronomy 8:6-20 (NKJV) "Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. {7} "For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; {8} "a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; {9} "a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. {10} "When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you. {11} "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, {12} "lest; when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; {13} "and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; {14} "when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; {15} "who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock; {16} "who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end; {17} "then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.' {18} "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. {19} "Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. {20} "As the nations which the LORD destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.

"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand, which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become to self- sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, to proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and pray for clemency and forgiveness."  President Abraham Lincoln, April 30, 1863

II. David’s Tabernacle


A. When King David brought the ark of God back to Jerusalem, He set a precedent of worship and thanksgiving to Yahweh.




2 Samuel 6:12-15 (NKJV) Now it was told King David, saying, "The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God." So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. {13} And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep. {14} Then David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. {15} So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet. 
· David was called a man after God’s own heart because of just such behavior.

· David was a worshipper, and loved God with all his heart.


B. David established a precedent for worship and thanksgiving that will be reestablished during the millennial reign of the Messiah. 




Acts 15:16-17 9NKJV) 'After this I will return And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up; {17} So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all these things.'




Zechariah 14:16-18 (NKJV) And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. {17} And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. {18} If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 




1 Chronicles 16:1-12 (NKJV) So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. {2} And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD. {3} Then he distributed to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins. {4} And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: {5} Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; {6} Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests regularly blew the trumpets before the ark of the covenant of God. {7} On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the LORD: {8} Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! {9} Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! {10} Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD! {11} Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face evermore! {12} Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth.

· David had established choirs and musicians who were actually employed to worship God. 
· He also established a school for training these musicians to offer to the Lord thanksgiving and worship.

C. When Nehemiah finished rebuilding the temple, he once again established the precedence of worship that King David had established. 




Nehemiah 12:31, 40 & 46 (NKJV) So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate.….{40}So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with me….{46}For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.


D. One of the characteristics of the last days will be a lack of thankfulness.                    








2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NKJV)  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: {2} For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, {3} unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, {4} traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, {5} having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away




Matthew 24:12 (NKJV) "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.


1. We must guard our hearts against the hardness that can take place toward God. We do so by practicing thanksgiving.                                                            




Hebrews 13:15-16 (NKJV) Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. {16} But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.




1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV) Rejoice always, {17} pray without ceasing, {18} in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

· Throughout our nation’s history, our leaders have called our nation to recognize and honor God by giving Him thanks for His great provision.
