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Discipleship, Yesterday and Today
Theme: Making 21st century disciples with a 1st century model.  

Text: Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV)  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
Introduction: By understanding discipleship looked like in the 1st century, during Jesus day, we can gain an understanding of how we might apply these same principles in the 21st century.  

I. 1st Century Discipleship


A. Since Jesus and his disciples were Jewish, we have a model of what early church discipleship would have looked like.



1. Following a teacher: First century discipleship was viewed as a servant master relationship, where a disciple would make a commitment to follow his master as a student and spiritual apprentice.

· As such he would join a school of a rabbi where he would become a talmidh or beginner. He would sit silently in the back of the class and was not allowed to speak or ask questions. 

· Next, he would become a student. 

· After this he became an associate disciple, who sat directly behind the rabbi at prayer time. 

· Finally he achieved the level of becoming a disciple of the wise, where he would be recognized as the intellectual and spiritual equal of his master. At this point he was expected to teach others and might start his own school. 



2. Learning the master’s words. Students memorized their master’s words so that they could recite his teachings and interpretations of the Torah. 



3. Learning the teacher’s ways of ministry. A student observed and learned how his master kept the commandments. This also included ceremonial traditions, prayer and other disciplines. 



4. Imitating his teacher. A student would learn to model his master in word and deed. The idea of becoming a disciple was to be like your master.  





Luke 6:40 (NIV) The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.



5. Making disciples. The final stage of a disciple was reproduction. A disciple was expected to go and make their own disciples. 

· Jesus commanded his disciples to make disciples who would follow him and be 





like him. 




Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV)  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.

II. Making Disciples 














A. Making a disciple of Jesus, is making a person who will be obedient to the teachings of Jesus.
















2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NKJV) You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
· In this passage we see four generations of disciple.






1. The Apostle Paul  2. Timothy 
3. Timothy, committing what he has learned to faithful men.  4. Faithful men in turn instructing others.
· This is in essence a template for the making of disciples in the Kingdom of God. A disciple is not one who merely hears the word, and does nothing with it. A disciple is one who follows the instructions of another, and in turn imitates what he has heard and seen. Paul was an example of Christ to those believers he was disciple, and they in turn were to imitate his example. In turn, God has placed spiritual leaders in the body of Christ, to make us into the disciples of Christ.




1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.




Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) Therefore be imitators of God as dear 










children.



Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.





1 Thessalonians 1:5-7 (The Passion) For our gospel came to you not merely in the form of words but in mighty power infused with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. Surely you remember how we lived our lives transparently before you to encourage you. 6 And you became followers of my example and the Lord’s when you received the word with the joy of the Holy Spirit, even though it resulted in tremendous trials and persecution. 7 Now you have become an example for all the believers to follow throughout the provinces of Greece.


III. No Flying Solo

A. Discipleship is incomplete unless the disciple is willfully submitted to someone else. 

· Jesus was fully submitted to the will and authority of his heavenly Father. 

· The earthly disciples of Jesus were submitted to the authority and will of Jesus. 

· The early church was submitted to the authority and will of the apostles. 

· This is the pattern that every disciple of Christ should also follow. 

· Without this element we are missing an essential ingredient of discipleship. 




“A disciple is a student or follower of Jesus. A disciple has decided to submit at least one other person under appropriate conditions in order to become like that person as that person follows Christ. Because character develops in community the disciple’s intention is to go deeper with God and to be shaped into the image of Christ.” Bill Hull – The Complete Book of Discipleship

IV. Reproduction


A. The great commission was not a mere call to make converts, it was a call to make disciples. 




Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV)  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.
· Discipleship is incomplete if we do not reproduce other disciples. 


B. Discipleship is best practiced in a community of believers. 

1. One of the most vivid characteristics of the early church was their practice of community. 




Acts 4:32-37 (CJB) All the many believers were one in heart and soul, and no one claimed any of his possessions for himself, but everyone shared everything he had. 33 With great power the emissaries continued testifying to the resurrection of the Lord Yeshua, and they were all held in high regard. 34 No one among them was poor, since those who owned lands or houses sold them and turned over the proceeds 35 to the emissaries to distribute to each according to his need. 36 Thus Yosef, whom the emissaries called Bar-Nabba (which means “the Exhorter”), a Levi and a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field which belonged to him and brought the money to the emissaries.




Acts 20:20 (CJB) You know that I held back nothing that could be helpful to you, and that I taught you both in public and from house to house,



2. Perhaps one of the reason so many modern believers struggle with faithful daily devotions is that these devotions are best carried out in the context of a community of believers. 




Ephesians 4:16 (Amp) From Him the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined and knitted  firmly together by what every joint supplies, when each part is working properly, causes the body to grow and mature, building itself up in [unselfish] love.



3. Consider that the early church individuals had no copies of their own Scriptures, and early European Christians were for the most part largely illiterate. 

· Public worship and gatherings were their means to personal spiritual growth and development.

· Works of art within the church in Europe served as a means of visual depictions of Scripture, and served to give the disciple of Christ a visual Bible even if they could not read. 

· In this context, we can see that public worship and community were an essential part of the growth and spread of Christianity throughout the early church and Europe. 

· Public devotion, worship and discipleship development is perhaps even more essential than what we have come to call a private devotional life. Especially when we consider that access to the Bible was completely limited to the general public other than in a public or community context in early church, Europe and even early American history. 
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