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What Does Following Jesus, Look Like Today?


Theme: What does discipleship look like in today’s world?

Text: Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV) “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
I. What Does Following Jesus, Look Like Today?








A. We must be able to grasp what following Jesus practically looks like in today’s world.















· Being a disciple of Jesus requires obedience to what Jesus actually taught.





















John 14:15 & 21-24 (NKJV)  “If you love me, obey my commandments….” 21 Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them.” 23 Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. 24 Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me.
· We could say that to the degree we are obedient to the commandments of Christ is the degree that we love him.





John 8:31-32 (NKJV) Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”












1 John 2:4-5 (NKJV) He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.
· The great commission is a commandment to go into all the world and make followers of Christ who will obey what he taught. 







Matthew 28:18-19 (NLT) Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
II. Making Disciples 














A. Making a disciple of Jesus, is making a person who will be obedient to the teachings of Jesus.
















2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NKJV) You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
· In this passage we see four generations of disciple.






1. The Apostle Paul  
2. Timothy 
3. Timothy, committing what he has learned to faithful men.   4. Faithful men in turn instructing others.
· This is in essence a template for the making of disciples in the Kingdom of God. A disciple is not one who merely hears the word, and does nothing with it. A disciple is one who follows the instructions of another, and in turn imitates what he has heard and seen. Paul was an example of Christ to those believers he was disciple, and they in turn were to imitate his example. In turn, God has placed spiritual leaders in the body of Christ, to make us into the disciples of Christ.




1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.




Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) Therefore be imitators of God as dear 










children.



Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.




1 Thessalonians 1:5-7 (The Passion) For our gospel came to you not merely in the form of words but in mighty power infused with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. Surely you remember how we lived our lives transparently before you to encourage you. 6 And you became followers of my example and the Lord’s when you received the word with the joy of the Holy Spirit, even though it resulted in tremendous trials and persecution. 7 Now you have become an example for all the believers to follow throughout the provinces of Greece.




III. Obedience and Love 













A. Obedience and love are the two defining characteristics of a disciple of Jesus Christ.








John 13:34-35 (NKJV) A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”





























1 John 4:7-8 (NKJV) Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.



1 John 5:1-3 (The Passion) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah is God’s spiritual child and has been fathered by God himself. And everyone who loves Father God loves his children as well. 2 This is how we can be sure that we love the children of God: by having a passionate love for God and by obedience to his commands. 3 True love for God means obeying his commands, and his commands don’t weigh us down as heavy burdens.



· Christ even called his disciples to love their enemies and those who mistreat us. 




Matthew 5:43-48 (NKJV)  “You have heard that our fathers were told, ‘Love your neighbor — and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 Then you will become children of your Father in heaven. For he makes his sun shine on good and bad people alike, and he sends rain to the righteous and the unrighteous alike. 46 What reward do you get if you love only those who love you? Why, even tax-collectors do that! 47 And if you are friendly only to your friends, are you doing anything out of the ordinary? Even the Goyim do that! 48 Therefore, be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
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