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Counter Culture

Text: John 12:31-32 (NLT) The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out. 32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”

Introduction: Several movies in recent years, like the Star Wars series, refer to an unseen power called ‘the force’ which rules the entire universe. One can either follow the force of light and goodness or chose the path of the dark side of the force leading to evil.

 Other popular films like ‘The Matrix,’ have portrayed a massive population of super-machines with artificial intelligence, that has come to overthrow mankind, and then enslave the planet by creating a synthetic computer-generated world that is purely an illusion of the mind.

While these movies are purely fictitious and lead the audiences to often absurd and unscriptural conclusions, they can serve as allegories of the spiritual conflict that every person on earth has been engaged in since the fall of man.
I. Good vs. Evil


A. The natural physical world that we can see is actually ruled by two unseen forces.
· Satan, the father of lies, hates mankind because man is created in the image of God. Since he cannot hurt God, he is bent on inflicting pain upon mankind, who bears the image of God. Satan (as in the Matrix), uses deception, fear, and carnal gratification to control the minds of people to keep them in bondage.

· God, whose Kingdom is not of this present age, holds forth the promise of eternal life in His glorious Kingdom, for those who will turn from the dark to the light, renouncing this present evil world and willfully choose to serve Jesus Christ. that every person on earth has been engaged in since the fall of man.

· As in these movies, there was a war between forces more powerful than humanity, long before the creation of human beings upon the earth, namely Lucifer and Almighty God.



Ezekiel 28:14-17 (NLT)  I ordained and anointed you as the mighty angelic guardian. You had access to the holy mountain of God and walked among the stones of fire. {15} "You were blameless in all you did from the day you were created until the day evil was found in you. {16} Your great wealth filled you with violence, and you sinned. So I banished you from the mountain of God. I expelled you, O mighty guardian, from your place among the stones of fire. {17} Your heart was filled with pride because of all your beauty. You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth and exposed you to the curious gaze of kings.






Revelation 12:7-9 (NLT)  Then there was war in heaven. Michael and the angels under his command fought the dragon and his angels. {8} And the dragon lost the battle and was forced out of heaven. {9} This great dragon--the ancient serpent called the Devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world--was thrown down to the earth with all his angels.

2. God created man, and gave him authority to have dominion over the earth.




Genesis 1:26-28 (NKJV)  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." {27} So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. {28} Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

3. Adam and Eve, through disobedience, relinquished their God given authority to Satan. 




Luke 4:5-8 (NKJV) Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. {6} And the devil said to Him, "All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. {7} "Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours." {8} And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'"


4. Satan uses deception to blind people’s mind’s to the light of God’s truth, so that they might be delivered from spiritual death, and find eternal life through Jesus Christ.



2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (GWT) So if the Good News that we tell others is covered with a veil, it is hidden from those who are dying. {4} The god of this world has blinded the minds of those who don't believe. As a result, they don't see the light of the Good News about Christ's glory. It is Christ who is God's image.



Ephesians 2:1-2 (NKJV)  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, {2} in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

5. Through the power of Jesus Christ, we can receive liberty from the bondages of sin, and have our eyes opened to the glorious liberty that is available through His great work of salvation.



Ephesians 2:4-7 (NKJV)  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, {5} even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), {6} and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, {7} that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.



Colossians 1:13-14 (GWT)  God has rescued us from the power of darkness and has brought us into the kingdom of his Son, whom he loves. {14} His Son paid the price to free us, which means that our sins are forgiven.


6. As a result of our liberty, and union with Jesus Christ, we are called and commissioned to go into all the world, and use the authority that He has been given to set others free from the deception of Satan.



Matthew 28:18-19 (NKJV)  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. {19} "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…



Acts 26:18 (NKJV)  '…open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'



Mark 16:20 (NKJV)  And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.
II. Do Not Love the World


A. The world was brought into the earth with the fall of man.




1 John 2:15-16 (NKJV)  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. {16} For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.


1. Just exactly what is the world we are not to love?


B. Defining the world: World in the N.T. is from the Greek word kosmos, which has the basic meaning of ‘a harmonious order or arrangement; to adorn.’ 


1. The New Testament uses the word ‘kosmos’ in three primary ways. First is the material or physical earth.




Acts 17:24 (NKJV)  "God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.




John 1:10 (NKJV)  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.


2. The second use of kosmos refers to the people of the world.



John 1:10 (NKJV)  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.




John 3:16 (NKJV)  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.



3. The third use of kosmos in Scripture refers to the entire system of commerce, pleasure, entertainment and enterprise. As Watchman Nee put it, “The whole circle of worldly goods, endowments, riches, advantages and pleasures, which though hollow and fleeting stir our hearts and seduce us away from God.”




1 John 5:19 (NKJV) We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.



Romans 12:2 (NKJV)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…


C. Behind the world that we see is an unseen force that drives it along. The master behind the world is Satan himself. 



John 12:31 (NKJV)  "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast 
out.




2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (NKJV) But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, {4} whose minds the god of this age has blinded.



1. Because Satan is the god of this world, there is one common characteristic about all that is in the world, and those who are yet part of its system. The world hates Jesus Christ, and stands in open rebellion against God and His will. 




John 7:7 (NKJV) "The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its works 
are evil




John 15:23 (NKJV) "He who hates Me hates My Father also.



John 15:18-21, John 3:16-21 


2. To love the world is to serve the master of the world.



1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) Do not love the world or the things in the world… If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. {16} For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world. {17} And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Conclusion: We are to set our eyes upon Jesus Christ, and look for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Our hearts must not become entangled in the love of this present age, or we will find ourselves professing to love God, yet living a life that directly contradicts what we profess.

