LESSON 1: THE PROGRESSION OF FAITH

The Progression of Faith

Habakkuk 2:2-3 (NKJV)  Then the LORD answered me and said: "Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. {3} For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.

Introduction: In this scripture we see not only the progression of fulfilled vision, but also the progression of faith’s fulfillment as well. If we will simply learn to follow this simple progression, we can receive the answers to our prayers, and the desires of our hearts. The simple progressions that faith must take are as follows.

1. Write the vision and make it plain. = Clearly defined goals.

2. That he may run who reads it. = Acting upon those goals.

3. Though it tarries, wait for it. = Steadfast patience and endurance.

I. Faith Cannot Receive What It Cannot See.


A. We must have clearly defined goals and objectives.




Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.



1. Faith gives substance, or reality to what we hope to receive.




Substance: Grk 2587 hupostasis (hoop-os'-tas-is) Vincent Word Studies: ‘Faith apprehends as a real fact what is not revealed to the senses. It rests on that fact, acts upon it, and is upheld by it in the face of all that seems to contradict it. Faith is a real seeing… it is that to which the unseen objects of hope become real and substantial. Assurance gives the true idea. It is the firm grasp of faith on unseen fact.’



Hebrews 11:27 (NLT)  It was by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt. He was not afraid of the king. Moses kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who is invisible.



(Amplified Bible) Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses.].

2. Hope is the object or destination for our faith.



Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.




Hope: Grk 1679 elpizo  (el-pid'-zo ) ‘To look forward with earnest anticipation for something good to happen.’


Vincent Word Studies: ‘Things hoped for embraces not only future realities, but all that does not fall under the cognizance of the senses, whether past, present, or future.’ 



2 Corinthians 4:18 (NKJV)  while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary…




(NLT)  So we don't look at the troubles we can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be over…



2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)  For we walk by faith, not by sight.



(NLT)  That is why we live by believing and not by seeing.


B. Faith looks beyond the temporary impediments to see the realities of the guaranteed victories not yet evident to the site of man.




Romans 4:17 (TLB)…God himself, who…speaks of future events with as much certainty as though they were already past.




(NKJV)…God, who…calls those things which do not exist as though they did;

· Faith compels us to fix our eyes upon God’s promises, and becoming so convinced of their reality we are compelled to act.

C. We must have a clearly defined vision for faith to obtain.




Habakkuk 2:2-3 (NKJV)…"Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it…


1. Take the time to determine what you want, and what the answer will look like when it comes.




Matthew 9:29 (NKJV)…"According to your faith let it be to you."

· This probably defeats more believers in their faith than any other thing.




Mark 4:24-25 (GWT) He went on to say, "Pay attention to what you're listening to! <Knowledge> will be measured out to you by the measure <of attention> you give. This is the way knowledge increases. {25} Those who understand <these mysteries> will be given <more knowledge>. However, some people don't understand <these mysteries>. Even what they understand will be taken away from them."




Matthew 13:19 (NKJV)  "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 

· This is the person who does not have a clearly defined vision for their faith.



1. An uncertain or vague prayer is destined for defeat.




Matthew 6:7-8 (NLT)  "When you pray, don't babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered only by repeating their words again and again. {8} Don't be like them, because your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!



2. Be specific in your requests.




John 15:7 (NKJV)  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.



Ask: Grk - aiteo: (ahee-teh'-o) G154 ‘To be adamant in requesting and demanding assistance to meet tangible needs, such as food shelter, money and so forth. 
· This does not give us any authority to act in a disrespectful or arrogant manner before God. It simply illustrates that as a kings and priests we have authority to expect God to do what He has already promised.




John 15:7 (NCV)  If you remain in me and follow my teachings, you can ask anything you want, and it will be given to you.



3.  As we abide in the word of God, the Spirit of God aligns our life so that God’s desires, plans and purposes become our desires, plans and purposes. 




1 John 5:14-15 (NCV) And this is the boldness we have in God's presence: that if we ask God for anything that agrees with what he wants, he hears us. {15} If we know he hears us every time we ask him, we know we have what we ask from him.

· The word ask is the same Greek word aiteo (ahee-teh'-o)

· Let’s read this passage with this rendering.



1 John 5:14-15 (NCV) And this is the boldness, the confidence, the assurance that we have in God's presence: that if we are adamant in demanding God for anything that agrees with what he wants, he hears us. {15} If we know he hears us every time we adamantly demand of him, we know we have what we adamantly demand from him.



4. Faith pleases God!



Hebrews 11:6 (NLT) So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.

Conclusion: Faith must have a clearly defined target or goal, or we will lose our ability to stand. When our vision is blurred or lacks definition, we will find that our faith lacks strength and the determination that is necessary to stand steadfast until the answer has been manifest.

Make sure that you take ample time to develop a clear vision of what you want God to do for you, before you launch out in faith.
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