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THE PROGRESSION OF FAITH – LESSON 2 – The Prosperous Soul

The Prosperous Soul

Text: (3 John 1:2 NKJV) Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.

Introduction: Your soul comprises the area of your mind, will, and emotions. In the context of this passage the soul represents the overall condition of one’s life.

The word prosper is used to refer to a traveler having a good or successful journey, and speaks metaphorically of success in every area of life. Prosperous: 2137. euodoo, yoo-od-o'-o; to help on the road, i.e. (pass.) succeed in reaching; fig. to succeed in business affairs:--(to have a prosperous journey). 

We will never prosper in any area of life beyond the degree of the prosperity of our soul. 

The way we see ourselves and the world around us will have a direct affect upon our faith walk.

I. Prosperous Thinking


A. Faith cannot obtain what the mind cannot ascertain (to make certain). 



1. Our faith will never rise above our dreams





(Habakkuk 2:2 NKJV) Then the LORD answered me and said: "Write the vision And 

make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it.



2. Visions and dreams are the blueprint of our faith. (Hebrews 11:1 NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
(Amplified Bible) Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses.].


B. The enemy uses the troubles of this life to rob us of our dreams. (Matthew 13:20-22 NLT) The rocky soil represents those who hear the message and receive it with joy. {21} But like young plants in such soil, their roots don't go very deep. At first they get along fine, but they wilt as soon as they have problems or are persecuted because they believe the word. {22} The thorny ground represents those who hear and accept the Good News, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares of this life and the lure of wealth, so no crop is produced.


1. The enemy wants to blind our eyes to the truth, because he realizes that he cannot stop the dream God places within our hearts as long as our eyes are fixed upon the prize.



2. Satan must confuse us, or deceive us into imagining that our situation is impossible, and beyond hope, or he cannot defeat a faith filled child of God!





(2 Corinthians 2:14 NKJV) Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ…





(Philippians 4:13 NKJV)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.





(Romans 8:31-32 NKJV) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? {32} He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?


C. Faith and fear both come by hearing.



1. Faith comes from hearing God’s word, while unbelief and fear come from hearing the words of the enemy. (Romans 10:17 NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
(Proverbs 4:20-23 NLT) Pay attention, my child, 
to what I say. Listen carefully. {21} Don't lose sight of my words. Let them penetrate deep within your heart, {22} for they bring life and radiant health to anyone who discovers their meaning. {23} Above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do.

(Psalms 1:1-3 NKJV)  Blessed is the man Who 
walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; {2} But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. {3} He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.


D. The images we see, and the words we consistently hear paint a picture upon the canvas of our imagination.



1. If our imagination is consistently filled 
with images of we will lose heart, and the courage to believe that victory is possible.

2. On the other hand, if we fix the eyes of 
our imagination upon the images of victory found in the promise of God’s word, our hearts will be filled with faith, boldness, and courage.

II. Mountains Moving Faith


A. God is not limited by our circumstances, He is only limited by our lack of vision. (Ephesians 3:20 NCV) With God's power working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine.




(NLT)  Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever dare to ask or hope.



1. Our faith is only limited by our dwarfed dreams, and withered vision.





(Luke 18:27 NKJV)  But He said, "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God." (Luke 1:37 NLT)  For nothing is impossible with God."

(Mark 11:22-24 NKJV)  So Jesus answered and 
said to them, "Have faith in God. {23} "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. {24} "Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.



2. We must begin to allow God to fill our hearts with dreams that soar beyond the limitations of the dictates of our surroundings, for God will move heaven and earth if necessary to bring His plans and purposes to pass in our lives.





(Hebrews 11:32-35 NLT)  Well, how much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. {33} By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, {34} quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. {35} Women received their loved ones back again from death. But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn from God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life.



3. God is looking for us to simply believe Him to do the impossible, yet we often limit Him by our lack of reliance upon Him.

(Chronicles 16:7-9 NLT) At that time 
Hanani the seer came to King Asa and told him, "Because you have put your trust in the king of Aram instead of in the LORD your God, you missed your chance to destroy the army of the king of Aram. {8} Don't you remember what happened to the Ethiopians and Libyans and their vast army, with all of their chariots and horsemen? At that time you relied on the LORD, and he handed them all over to you. {9} The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. What a fool you have been! From now on, you will be at war."
III. Possibility Thinking!

A. We must allow the power of God’s word, by His 
Spirit to change the image of our minds.




(Romans 12:2 NKJV) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



1. What is God’s will for you?





(3 John 1:2 NKJV) Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)  For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.



2. God is a very present help in the day of trouble, so do not fear. (Psalms 46 NKJV) God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. {2} Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; {3} Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah {4} There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. {5} God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. {6} The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. {7} The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah {8} Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has made desolations in the earth. {9} He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariot in the fire. {10} Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! {11} The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah




(Psalms 47:1-2 NLT) Come, everyone, and clap your hands for joy! Shout to God with joyful praise! {2} For the LORD Most High is awesome. He is the great King of all the earth. {3} He subdues the nations before us, putting our enemies beneath our feet.
Conclusion: With God, all things are possible, so begin to dream, and let your faith transform your world.

‘We honor God when we ask for great things. It is a humiliating thing to think we are satisfied with very small results.’ D.L. Moody

Attempt great things for God. Expect great things from God.’ William Carey
