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Making Room For Growth

Theme: Preparation always comes before growth.

Introduction: Have you ever considered what God has prepared for you to accomplish in your future? Have you ever desired to grow more in your walk with the Lord? What about mental growth, or physical development?


Maybe you have never considered that growth in any of these areas requires some preparation on our behalf. Growth does not simply happen because we have a desire to grow. Growth requires a season of preparation in order to bring about the changes involved in that growth. 


Moses spent 40 years in the Sinai desert preparing for the day he would become Israel’s deliverer. Joshua spent 40 years serving Moses in preparation to become the next leader of God’s people. Elisha served Elijah for many years in preparation to receive the double portion anointing. Jesus disciples prepared for 3 ½ years to lead the church. Paul spent 12 years in Arabia before beginning the ministry God had called him to fulfill.


God will never entrust us with more than we are capable of handling. He will never allow what He gives us to be wasted, simply because we are not prepared to handle it. God desires to pour upon us His blessings & power in such great abundance, but He can only do so as we are prepared to handle the increase, which comes through growth.

I. We Must Be Proven Faithful 

A. If we cannot handle what we currently have, we could never handle more.



1. What are you doing with what God has currently entrusted you with? Have you obeyed Him in what He is asking you to do right now? If not, why would He entrust you with greater responsibilities?



1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (NKJV)  Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. {2} Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.



Luke 16:10-12 (NKJV)  "He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. {11} "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? {12} "And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own?

· Our faithfulness in earthly matters will determine how much of heaven’s bounty God will entrust us with. Here Christ says that if we cannot even be trusted to handle something as insignificant to God as money, we could never handle the true treasures of spiritual power & glory.


2. We have all been given differing abilities and with those abilities responsibilities. However, God will increase our responsibilities, as we prove faithful in the smaller areas he has given us.

· This requires that we are faithful in what God has entrusted us with right now.



Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV) "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.

· The degree of increase we are given will be in direct proportion to our ability to prepare for increase through our faithfulness.

II. Increasing Our Abilities 

A. Preparation always comes before growth.

1. The Widow & the Oil.






2 Kings 4:1-7 (NKJV)…{5}  So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured it out. {6} Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, "Bring me another vessel." And he said to her, "There is not another vessel." So the oil ceased. {7} Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, "Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live on the rest."

· You will notice that the Lord instructed her to prepare for this miracle before He performed it. 
· You will also notice that God blessed her to the degree of her preparation and not beyond. When all the pots had been filled the oil ceased. In the same way, God will only give us increase to the degree of our preparation for growth. God will not allow what He gives us to be wasted. Preparation must always come before growth.


· God only gave her what she made room for and no more. This principle applies to every area of our lives, as well as the ministry. We must make room for growth before it can take place. Why would God ever give us what we are incapable of handling? This is true when it comes to receiving healing, finances, or spiritual growth of any kind.



2. Jesus & the marriage at Cana. Turning the water to wine.



John 2:1-11 (NKJV)….{5}  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." {6} Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. {7} Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.
· Notice here again, that preparation came before the miracle. 
· By doing our part we allow God to do his part. "When we do what we can do, God will perform what we cannot."


3. Jesus & the feeding of the multitude.





Mark 6:32-43 (NKJV)…{39} Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass. {40} So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. {41} And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. {42} So they all ate and were filled. {43} And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish.

· Notice that Jesus brought the people to order before He performed the miracle. Once again we see that preparation & order always comes before growth.
· Verse 44 says there were about 5000 men. Add to that women and an average of 2 children each, and you have anywhere from 10 to 20 thousand people which Jesus fed through this miracle.
· What do you think would have happened if Jesus had performed the miracle before He brought the people to order? People would have rushed to get the food, and trampled each other. They would probably begin to fight over the food as well. As a result, much of the food intended to bless them would have been lost.

· If God does not require order & preparation to come before growth, what He intended  to be a blessing will be lost, due to our inability to handle it.

B. Counting the cost.




Luke 14:28-32 (NKJV)  "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it; {29} "lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, {30} "saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' {31} "Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? {32} "Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace.

· Although this portion of scripture is referring to counting the cost of being Christ's disciple, the principal can be applied to making room for growth as well.
· We must have order & preparation before God can give us increase.

· When considering our personal lives, or the ministry of the local church, the principal remains the same. Order & preparation must come before growth & increase! This is normally going to require that we lay something down first. We cannot carry God’s will when we are holding onto our own.


1. We must first desire growth. 

· Just as growth cannot occur in our personal lives without a desire to grow, so goes the local church. Every dream begins with a desire.



Psalm 37:4-5 (NKJV)  Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. {5} Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.



2. Next we must make a plan of action to see the growth occur.

· This means developing the ability to manage the growth that occurs.


· Jesus had to prepare his disciples to handle the growth that was to occur on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came.

· The early church had to develop a plan to handle the growth that was occurring as  well.



Acts 6:2-4 (NKJV)  Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. {3} "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; {4} "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."

· The Result... Acts 6:7 (NKJV) Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

Conclusion:  Ephesians 3:20-21 (NKJV)  Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, {21} to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

· God desires to doe exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think, by His power that is a work in us. However, we must prepare for growth in order to handle it when it comes.

· Growth does not occur just because we want it too. It happens because we expect it, and add action to our faith by making room for it through preparation to handle it.
