The Hope of the Resurrection

Theme: Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our faith is in vain.

Text: (1 Corinthians 15:16-20 NKJV) For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. {17} And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! {18} Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. {19} If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. {20} But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Introduction: All of Christianity stands upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Remove this event from history, and the power of the gospel is reduced to nothing more than a credo to live by, among all other philosophies.


Without the resurrection, Jesus is just a benevolent man who walked the earth trying to change the typical corruption of human tendencies. 
The resurrection is the foundation upon which our faith in Jesus, as Savior and King is built. As Paul stated, (1 Corinthians 15:16-19 NCV) If the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised either. {17} And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith has nothing to it; you are still guilty of your sins. {18} And those in Christ who have already died are lost. {19} If our hope in Christ is for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone else in the world.


Because of the resurrection, of Jesus Christ, we have hope of the life that is to come!

I. Jesus, the First fruits of Those Who are Raised
1. He is the firstborn of Mary  Matthew 1:23-25

2. He is the first-begotten of the Father Hebrews 1:6

3. He is the firstborn from the dead. Colossians 1:18

4. He is the first-begotten of the dead. Revelation 1:5

5. He is the firstborn among many brethren. Romans 8:28

6. He is the first fruits of the resurrected ones. 1 Corinthians 15:20-23
7. In all things He is the preeminent One. Colossians 1:18




(John 12:23-24 NKJV)  But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. {24} "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.
 II. Evidence of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ


A. There is ample evidence of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



1. When He died many godly men and women were raised up who testified of His resurrection, after He was raised.



(Matthew 27:50-53 NLT)  Then Jesus shouted out again, and he gave up his spirit. {51} At that moment the curtain in the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split apart, {52} and tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised from the dead {53} after Jesus' resurrection. They left the cemetery, went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.



2. His resurrection was testified to by His disciples and over five hundred people.



(1 Corinthians 15:1-8 NLT) Now let me remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to you before. You welcomed it then and still do now, for your faith is built on this wonderful message. {2} And it is this Good News that saves you if you firmly believe it--unless, of course, you believed something that was never true in the first place. {3} I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me--that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. {4} He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures said. {5} He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles. {6} After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died by now. {7} Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. {8} Last of all, I saw him, too, long after the others, as though I had been born at the wrong time.

III. It Was the Resurrection That Moved the Saints of the Old Covenant to Press On


A. They looked for a city whose maker was God!




(Hebrews 11:15-16 NKJV)  And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. {16} But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.



(Hebrews 11:35 NKJV) And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.




1. Just like the saints of old, it is the hope of the resurrection that enables us to stand firm even when we may face great difficulties in this life, which is only temporary.



(1 Peter 1:3-6 NKJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, {5} who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. {6} In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 


2.  We believe in the resurrection by faith, not by sight and our faith causes us to rejoice with joy, knowing that one day we will be able to partake of the fullness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, as we too partake of our own resurrection!



3. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was never refuted by the Jewish community until a hundred years following His death, burial & resurrection.



4. The empty tomb testifies of His resurrection.



5. The four gospels all record His resurrection.



6. There are those who claim that the crucifixion of Jesus was staged by His disciples, yet nearly every one of His original disciples died a martyr’s death.
· While people have died for causes that proved to be false, no one would willingly die for a cause that they know to be false.
IV. We Must Keep Our Eyes Upon the Resurrection

A. We must be ever mindful that this life that we now live in these bodies is fragile and temporary. We are always only one heartbeat away from eternity.


(2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NKJV)  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. {17} For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, {18} while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 


(2 Corinthians 5:1-11 NKJV) For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. {2} For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, {3} if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. {4} For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. {5} Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. {6} So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. {7} For we walk by faith, not by sight. {8} We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. {9} Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. {10} For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. {11} Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.



1. Just as Jesus was the first to be raised up, so He will raise those who belong to Him at His appearing.



(1 Corinthians 15:12-24 NKJV) Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the first fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 


2. At the return of Jesus, we will be given glorified, resurrected bodies that will never grow old, or wear out. These bodies will be from heaven, and we will bear the glory of heaven in our bodies. That is when our salvation will be complete!



(1 Corinthians 15:50-58 NLT)  What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These perishable bodies of ours are not able to live forever. {51} But let me tell you a wonderful secret God has revealed to us. Not all of us will die, but we will all be transformed. {52} It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we will never die. {53} For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die. {54} When this happens--when our perishable earthly bodies have been transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die--then at last the Scriptures will come true: "Death is swallowed up in victory. {55} O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" {56} For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. {57} How we thank God, who gives us victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ our Lord! {58} So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and steady, always enthusiastic about the Lord's work, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.
Conclusion: Let us glory in the resurrection, and look forward to that day as an anchor for our souls.




(Colossians 3:1-4 NIV)  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. {2} Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. {3} For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. {4} When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

