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If My People…

Theme: Breakthrough comes after self examination.

Text: Luke 11:5-13 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

Introduction: When God’s people have prayed for a change to take place in the nation and yet things continue to grow worse before our eyes. They can begin to become discouraged and imagine that God is not answering their prayers. 

















This causes people to imagine that the transformation of the nation will only come about as determined by God’s sovereignty. Is this true? Is answered prayer completely dependant upon God’s sovereign choosing?

I. God Will Answer















A. God is just and will answer.



Luke 18:1-8 (NKJV) Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ”6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”
· Why is there so much evidence of unanswered Prayer? 

· There must be other conditions that are not being met. 

· Charles Finney’s: Finney saw that people were praying and not getting answers to their prayers. Finney discovered that God had conditions and requirement to answered prayer and that God was faithful to answer if we would meet His conditions. 


B. We are never without hope.



Jeremiah 29:10-11 (NKJV) For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.


Luke 11:13 (NKJV) If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

II. Why So Much Unanswered Prayer?


A. If God would answer Finney and promises to answer, then why is there so much unanswered prayer?



2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

· God promises to hear when His people meet the requirements of turning from their sin. 


Isaiah 59:1-2 (NKJV) Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.


Jeremiah 7:16-19 (NKJV) “Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you. 17 Do you not see what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger. 19 Do they provoke Me to anger?” says the Lord. “Do they not provoke themselves, to the shame of their own faces?”


1 Peter 4:17 (NLT) For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News?


Psalm 66:18 (NKJV) If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

· These are the behaviors of a nation or the people of a nation that causes God to not hear or answer their prayers. 
· Bloodshed, injustice, pride, idolatry, apathy, sexual immorality, abuse of the poor or those who cannot defend themselves. 


Ezekiel 16:49 (NLT) Sodom’s sins were pride, gluttony, and laziness, while the poor and needy suffered outside her door. 50 She was proud and committed detestable sins, so I wiped her out, as you have seen.
· When we begin to seek God and open our hearts to Him to heal our land, He will begin to reveal the sins within our own lives and families that we need to turn from. 
· These may be sins that have been allowed to continue in a family for generations. 
· The declaration of blessing upon the people that God revealed was that the face of God would shine upon them. 
· Sins of a nation from the past need to be repented of by God’s people. 
· When we see injustice and hold these offenses against the nation it begins to affect our hearts. 
· The sickness of the land corrupts our thinking and our hearts before God. We must seek the Lord to see what we need to seek His face and His mercy upon the land. What are those past and present actions that are keeping His face from shining upon the land. 
