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CHRIST OUR PASSOVER LAMB


Christ Our Passover Lamb

Theme: Understanding the spiritual significance of the fulfillment of Christ in the Passover.

Text: (Exodus 12:1-20 NKJV)  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, {2} "This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. {3} "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth day of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. {4} 'And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for the lamb. {5} 'Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. {6} 'Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight…

I. The Passover feast, actually consists of three feasts in one.


Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits. The Passover feast & Feast of Unleavened bread are actually used interchangeably in Scripture. (Luke 22:1 NKJV)  Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover.



1. The three feasts began with the Feast of Passover, in which we see a natural illustration of the innocent lamb (a type of Christ), dieing for the guilty. 
(John 1:29)  


2. Next is the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted for 7 days. In this feast we see the call for repentance, in putting off the old man, and putting on the new. Natural leaven is a type of sin.(Exodus 12:15-19; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; 2 Corinthians 5:17)



3. Finally we see the week concluded with the Day of First Ripe Fruits. This day of celebration signified the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


During this day no work was to be done, and all the heads of the households were to take the sheaf of the first ripe Barley and take it to the priest. The priest would wave it before the Lord as an offering. This was a celebration of the first ripe fruit of the harvest. No grain was to be eaten before this day of celebration took place.


This is a natural illustration of Christ our first fruit. The first the arise from the grave, and after that we partake of the same. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)  


Passover: The term Passover contains a dual connotation. (Exodus 12:12-13)  Sign or Token: Something given to guarantee the repayment of a loan or the fulfillment of an obligation. 


The blood of the natural lamb was given as a guarantee that the blood of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, "Jesus Christ," would one day pay for our dept. of sin.

When God saw the blood upon the doors, "applied to the lives of those who believed," He would not judge that household, nor would he allow the death angel to destroy their lives. Thus we see a dual working of the blood. The blood not only causes God's judgment to Passover. It also brings God's protection from the destroyer. Here we see the dual working of redemption.
II. The Events of Pasover


A. Passover, the Beginning of Months. (Exodus 12:2)  

1. The Passover marked the beginning of the sacred year for Israel. They were to forget all that happened before, and enter into a new beginning. 


Throughout Biblical history we see the use of two calendars, the civic and the sacred. The sacred year began in the seventh month of the civic calendar and lasted seven months.
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B. The Four Days of the Hidden Lamb Exodus 12:3-6




1. God commanded the children of Israel to take a lamb on the tenth day and set it aside until the fourteenth day of the first month.


What Israel performed in the natural, God through Christ fulfilled, spiritually speaking.


Weekly - Jesus entered Jerusalem on the tenth day, and was slain on the fourteen day, four days latter. Lk 19:37; Matt 22:15-24

Dispensationally - A day to the Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand years as a day. Ps 90:4, Gen 2:17, II Peter 3:8.

From Adam to the crucifixion of Christ is 4000 years or four days.
1. When Adam sinned, God set the lamb, "Jesus Christ'" aside for death. (1 Peter 1:18-20)  


From the Millennial reign of Christ to the great white throne judgment 1000 years.Thus we see the entire week of redemption laid out in natural terms with Israel, spiritual terms with Christ. And historically with the dispensation of God's plan. 
(Hebrews 4:3-4)  

2.  Seven is the number of completion. In creation God was testifying to the finished work of Christ, as Jesus is our Sabbath rest.
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to Millennial Reign of Christ
Seven literal days of creation. Seven thousand years representing the seven days of creation. Noah was to take seven of every clean animal on the ark. Seven days from the time he gathered the animals it began to rain. 

Jesus made seven statements while on the cross.

C. The Lamb Was To Be A First Born , without blemish. (Exodus 12:5)   



1. The Lord gave specific instructions concerning all first born (Exodus 13:11-13)  
The setting aside of the firstborn is seen through out scripture. Abel is chosen over Cain, Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, and Egypt is set aside for Israel.

The first born after the flesh represents that which is natural. Whereas the younger chosen over the older represents the second birth of the Spiritual. The first represents the law, the second represents God's grace.

(Galatians 3:7; 
Galatians 4:21-31; 1 Corinthians 15:45-47)  
This illustrates that it was the first Adam, "the natural man," that brought us into bondage to sin. But the last Adam, "Jesus Christ," that brings us into liberty through the new birth of the spirit.


D. The Lamb Was To Be A Male - Exodus 12:5

(1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 


E. A Lamb Without Spot or Blemish. Just as the lamb was to be inspected by the children of Israel to see that it had no spot or blemish. So Christ the fulfillment was inspected in the earthly judgment and found without spot or blemish.

1. Pilate - John 8:38 ...I find in Him no fault at all.

2. Herod - Luke 23:22...Why, what evil hath He done? I have found no cause 

of death in Him...

3. Annas - John 18:23-24 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smittest thou me? Now Annas had sent Him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.


4. Caiaphas - John 18:14  Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.


5. Judas - Matt 27:3-4 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that He was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the high priests and elders,


Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood...


6. The Thief on the cross - Luke 23:41...for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.


7. The Centurion - Matt 27:54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him watching Jesus, saw the earth quake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly saying, Truly this was the Son of God. Or...truly this was a righteous man.

 
F. A Lamb For A House (Exodus 12:3-4)  



1. God through the sacrificial Lamb made salvation available to all who were within the house, and ate of the Passover Lamb. In the same way today, all who are of the household of faith are partakers of the lamb of God, Jesus Christ, and are under His saving grace.
(John 6:54-58)  "


In blood covenant terms this represented the giving of your life for your Blood covenant partner.

(Genesis 7:1; Acts 16:31)

G. Kill The Lamb In The Evening (Exodus 12:6



1. The lamb was to be put to death on the evening of the fourteenth day. The innocent death of the lamb brought salvation to the guilty. (Romans 5:8-9; 1 Peter 3:18)  


Jesus was put to death on the evening of the 14th day. (Mark 15:33)  Sixth hour - 12:00 noon, 

Ninth hour - 3:00 p.m.


H. The Whole Assembly Shall Kill A Lamb

(Exodus 12:6)  .

1. The entire congregation of Israel was involved in killing the Passover lamb.

The gospels reveal that the Sanhedrin, the Priests, & the people were all involved in the crucifixion of Christ. (Matthew 27:25; Luke 23:23)  

I. The Blood Must Be Applied To The Lintel & The Door Posts Using Hyssop  -
Exodus 12:7, 13 & 2



1.The blood testified to the death of the lamb, the innocent dieing for the guilty. And the hyssop testified to the word of God. Hyssop was a watery plant, which would have mixed water with the blood as the applied it to the door. (1 John 5:6; Ephesians 5:26)  


2. The blood was for a sign of the payment of debt. The debt of sin, which the sinner could never pay.



3. The blood must be applied. It was not enough that the blood be shed only. It must be applied to the door of the house, the place of entry. The door symbolizes the heart, the spirit of man. (Revelation 3:20; Colossians 1:14; Hebrews 9:22; Hebrews 10:29)  

II. The Chronology of Christ's Crucifixion and Resurrection 


Tuesday: Jesus Christ ate an evening Passover meal with His disciples and instituted the New Covenant symbols (Matthew 26:26-28). Jesus was then betrayed by Judas, arrested and during the night brought before the high priest.


Wednesday: Jesus died around 3 p.m. (Matthew 27:46-50). This was the preparation day for the annual, not weekly, Sabbath, which began at sunset (Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54; John 19:31). Jesus' body was placed in the tomb at twilight (Matthew 27:57-60).


Thursday: Wednesday sunset to Thursday sunset was the high-day Sabbath, the first day of Unleavened Bread (John 19:31; Leviticus 23:4-7). It is described as the day after the Day of Preparation (Matthew 27:62).


Friday: The high-day Sabbath now past, the women bought and prepared spices for anointing Jesus' body before resting on the weekly Sabbath day, which began at Friday sunset (Mark 16:1; Luke 23:56).


Saturday: The women rested on the weekly Sabbath, according to the Fourth Commandment (Luke 23:56; Exodus 20:8-11). Jesus rose near sunset, exactly three days and three nights after burial, fulfilling the sign of Jonah and authenticating the sign He gave of His messiahship.


Sunday: The women brought the spices early in the morning while it was still dark (Luke 24:1; John 20:1), finding that Jesus had already risen (Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:2-6; Luke 24:2-3; John 20:1). He did not rise on Sunday morning, but near sunset the day before.
CONCLUSION: When we consider so great of salvation as was accomplished by the hand of God, how indeed will we escape His judgment if we turn from Christ.
