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Standing In the Gap:


Standing in the Gap

Text: Ezekiel 22:24-31 (NKJV) "Son of man, say to her: 'You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.' {25} "The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. {26} "Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. {27} "Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain. {28} "Her prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD had not spoken. {29} "The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. {30} "So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. {31} "Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads," says the Lord GOD.

Introduction: Whenever a nation or individual continues to walk in open rebellion against God, their sin comes before the throne of God and actually calls for the judgment of God upon them. Because God is extremely compassionate, and very slow to anger, He gives them mercy, and an opportunity to repent. If they continue to harden their hearts, eventually their sin will mount up so great before God that He will bring forth His judgment upon them. 
This judgment often will involve the removal of God’s protective hand resulting in catastrophe to strike. He will turn them over to their enemies for the destruction of what they trust in. 


While we may see this as harsh from a human perspective, it is actually out of God’s great mercy that He chooses the most merciful judgment, with the purpose of turning the nation or individual away from their sin, and back to Him.

I. God Desires to Close the Gap


A. The gap, or breach in a wall is caused by sin.



1. When a nation or individual persists on walking in rebellion against God’s Word, by their actions they break down the protective wall of righteousness which stands between them and God’s judgment.



2. God is looking for those who will rebuild what has been torn down.

Ezekiel 22:30-31 (NLT)  "I looked for someone who might rebuild 
the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the land, but I found no one.


3. If no one rises up to stand in the gap, God will eventually bring judgment upon the sin that cries out to Him.





Ezekiel 22:30-31 (NLT)  "I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the land, but I found no one. {31} So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming them in the fire of my anger. I will heap on them the full penalty for all their sins, says the Sovereign LORD."
3. If no one rises up to stand in the gap, God will eventually bring 
judgment upon the sin that cries out to Him.

Ezekiel 22:30-31 (NLT)  "I looked for someone who might 
rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the land, but I found no one. {31} So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming them in the fire of my anger. I will heap on them the full penalty for all their sins, says the Sovereign LORD."

4. Judgment is the result of sin.





Isaiah 59:1-16 (NKJV) Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. {2} But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear…. {12}For our transgressions are multiplied before You, And our sins testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And as for our iniquities, we know them: 13 In transgressing and lying against the Lord, And departing from our God, Speaking oppression and revolt, Conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. {13} Justice is turned back, And righteousness stands afar off; For truth is fallen in the street, And equity cannot enter.{14} Justice is turned back, And righteousness stands afar off; For truth is fallen in the street, And equity cannot enter. {15} So truth fails, And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him That there was no justice. 

Verses 14 & 15 (NLT) Our courts oppose the righteous, and justice is nowhere to be found. Truth stumbles in the streets, and honesty has been outlawed. 15 Yes, truth is gone, and anyone who renounces evil is attacked. 

{16} He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him. Psalms 33:12; Psalms 9:17-20 
5. God looks for someone to stand in the gap.

Isaiah 59:16 (NLT) He was amazed to see that no one intervened to 
help the oppressed. So he himself stepped in to save them with his mighty power and justice. 



Ezekiel 22:30a (NLT) "I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land.



Psalms 33:12 (NKJV)  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD…



Psalms 9:17-20 (NLT) The wicked will go down to the grave. This is the fate of all the nations who ignore God. {18} For the needy will not be forgotten forever; the hopes of the poor will not always be crushed. {19} Arise, O LORD! Do not let mere mortals defy you! Let the nations be judged in your presence! {20} Make them tremble in fear, O LORD. Let them know they are merely human. Interlude


5. God looks for someone to stand in the gap.



16 (NKJV)  He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.
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