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LESSON 7: BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

Lesson 8: # Blessed – Wisdom from the Beatitudes of Jesus 

Blessed Are the Persecuted
Text: Matthew 5:1-12 (Complete Jewish Bible) Seeing the crowds, Yeshua (Jesus) walked up the hill. After he sat down, his talmidim (disciples) came to him, 2 and he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 “How blessed are the poor in spirit! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 “How blessed are those who mourn! for they will be comforted. 5 “How blessed are the meek! for they will inherit the Land! 6 “How blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! for they will be filled. 7 “How blessed are those who show mercy! for they will be shown mercy. 8 “How blessed are the pure in heart! for they will see God. 9 “How blessed are those who make peace! for they will be called sons of God. 10 “How blessed are those who are persecuted because they pursue righteousness! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
Introduction: In our previous lesson concerning the beatitude of peacemakers. We stated that the primary peacemaking that the Bible is referring to is not peace between people or nations, but rather between God and man. This involves the ministry of proclaiming the message of reconciliation, where the fallen sin nature of man is hostile to God. 


The apostle Paul declared in his letter to the Romans, that the carnal or unregenerate person’s nature is at enmity toward God. 


Romans 8:7 (NLT)  For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will






(NKJV) Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

Because of this inborn hostility toward God, it is only natural for those who are fallen to resist the proclamation of the gospel and the ministry of reconciliation that we are called to proclaim. Because of this, the ministry of being a peacemaker can lead the believer into dangerous territory. So it only stands to reason that Jesus would follow his call to peacemakers with a proclamation of blessings upon those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.


Matthew 5:11-12 (CJB) “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
I. Blessed Are the Persecuted

A. The believer must embrace the reality that we are in the world but not of this world.

· We are not of this world, and as such can expect hostility from the world.




John 15:18-20 (NKJV) “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.




John 18:36 (NKJV) Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; (Judeans) but now My kingdom is not from here.”
· The nature of Christ and His Kingdom stand in direct opposition to the fallen world.




Ephesians 2:1-2 (Amp) And you [He made alive when you] were [spiritually] dead and separated from Him because of your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you once walked. You were following the ways of this world [influenced by this present age], in accordance with the prince of the power of the air (Satan), the spirit who is now at work in the disobedient [the unbelieving, who fight against the purposes of God].
II. Persecuted for Righteousness

A. Whenever we take a stand for righteousness we can expect opposition.




Matthew 10:22 (NKJV) And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.




Matthew 10:34-39 (NKJV) “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”

B. The church in the West, to avoid persecution, has adopted an accommodating posture 
with the world.

"We need a radical and revolutionary message. No message is more radical or revolutionary than that which stands in direct opposition to the world spirit of our age. The Bible answers for us all our deepest questions, questions of purpose, origins, history, morality, sociology, and spirituality. It gives context for the search for truth and touches upon all of reality.

















Unfortunately, evangelical accommodation has been all one way. The culture has not accommodated at all. It continues its slide into moral relativism and its logical conclusions. We need a new generation of evangelicals who are willing to stand against the culture, to take a truly radical position, and proclaim the truth of God’s word. 




























More than this, they must be willing to stand against those within the church who would silence the Christian voice through compromise. They must firmly and lovingly reject such accommodation, confront those in error, and oppose falsehood within the church and the culture."  Francis Schaeffer – The Great Evangelical Disaster

“The sin of our times is the sin that believes in nothing, cares for nothing, interferes with nothing, enjoys nothing, hates nothing, finds purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive because there is nothing for which it will die.” Dorothy Sayers
· Because the message of the cross has been met with resistance, many in today’s western church have turned to a soft-sell approach, where the gospel, or something like the gospel is slowly spooned out so as to not to so much as raise an eyebrow of objection. 




2 Timothy 4:3-4 (GWT) A time will come when people will not listen to accurate teachings. Instead, they will follow their own desires and surround themselves with teachers who tell them what they want to hear. {4} People will refuse to listen to the truth and turn to myths.





(The Message) You're going to find that there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food—catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. They'll turn their backs on truth and chase mirages. 




(Amplified Bible) For the time is coming when [people] will not tolerate (endure) sound and wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for something pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to themselves one teacher after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own liking and to foster the errors they hold,

“The gospel is free, thank God, but that does not mean that it is “cheap and easy,” and all too often that is the kind of gospel that has been presented.” Arthur Wallis, (The Radical Christian)

“Here is the church’s shocking dilemma. What do you say to a generation that is dead wrong, and still keep them listening…The message of the cross cannot be financed into easy payments.” Mario Murillo (Fresh Impact)

