LESSON 2: #BLESSED _ WISDOM FROM THE BEATITUDES

Lesson 3: #Blessed – Wisdom from the Beatitudes of Jesus 

The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth

Text: Matthew 5:1-12 (Complete Jewish Bible) Seeing the crowds, Yeshua (Jesus) walked up the hill. After he sat down, his talmidim (disciples) came to him, 2 and he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 “How blessed are the poor in spirit! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 “How blessed are those who mourn! for they will be comforted. 5 “How blessed are the meek! for they will inherit the Land! 6 “How blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! for they will be filled. 7 “How blessed are those who show mercy! for they will be shown mercy. 8 “How blessed are the pure in heart! for they will see God. 9 “How blessed are those who make peace! for they will be called sons of God. 10 “How blessed are those who are persecuted because they pursue righteousness! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
Introduction: In our previous lessons we established that the word ‘blessed,’ means happy, fortunate, to be admired. This word has a greater depth of meaning than mere temporal enjoyment that we may gain from some material possession etc. This world has to do with a depth of contentment that affects the total person because of God’s grace and goodness. 


We have thus far looked at two of the eight beatitudes given by Jesus is the gospel of Matthew. Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, Matthew 5:3. We determined that this referrers to the recognition of our utter bankruptcy apart from God’s provision, and that we must first humble ourselves and acknowledge our sinful and broken condition before we can receive the mercy and forgiveness found in Christ.


The second beatitude was Matthew 5:4 (NKJV) Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. The text does not give us an answer about what we are mourning about. We may be mourning over our lost condition and bankruptcy caused by the depravity of sin. We may be mourning because of persecution we are enduring, or because of any number of afflictions we may face in this fallen world. Whatever the cause for our mourning, we are promised comfort from God. If not in this life, then in the world to come. 

I. The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth.





Matthew 5:5 (NKJV) Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.


A. Meekness does not equal weakness.

· The world around us interprets meekness to mean timidity, uncertainty or frailty. It conjures up images in our minds of a mousy stuttering uncertain person, who is scared of their own shadow.

· When the Bible refers to a meek person, this is by no means the image that it portrays. 

· The German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche believed that Christianity, due to its’ teaching of meekness, created a weak society making people incapable of improving themselves. 




“A declaration of war on the masses by higher men is needed! Everywhere the mediocre and combining in order to make themselves master! Everything that makes soft and effeminate, that serves the ends of the ‘people’ or the ‘feminine,’ works in favor of universal suffering.i.e., the dominion of inferior men. But we should take reprisal and bring this whole affair (which Europe commenced with Christianity) to light and the bar of judgment.” Nietzsche

B. Meekness is anything but weakness.





Colossians 3:12-13 (NKJV) Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
· In the ancient world, meekness was considered one of the highest attributes a person could attain.

· Meekness – Greek word prautes (prah-ot'-ace) which describes a person who is forbearing, patient and slow to respond in anger or a strong-willed person who has learned to submit his will to a higher authority. We could say that Meekness is strength under control.
· In some instances prautes (prah-ot'-ace) meekness was used in Classical Greek literature to describe wild animals that had been tamed. The word conveys the idea of something wild or fierce that has been brought under control. 
· The word was also used in reference to soothing medication to calm the angry or troubled mind. 
· Contrast this to the works of the flesh that is constantly unrestrained and out of control. We see this manifest on a constant basis in our society today. Say the wrong thing to someone and you will find yourself accosted with every sort of profanity. 




Galatians 5:16-21 (NKJV) I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

· Authority without meekness will ultimately lead to tyranny!

· Notice the contrast of the life controlled by God’s Spirit.





Galatians 5:24-25 (NKJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

C. Moses & Jesus our two greatest examples of godly meekness.

· Moses stood toe to toe with the most powerful king on earth, the Pharaoh of Egypt, declaring God’s mandate to “let My People Go!” 

· This does not resemble a weakling in any respect of the word.

· Jesus when confronting the corruption of the scribes and Pharisees of the day, called them out for the hypocrites they were. He pulled no punches, calling them a “brood of vipers and hypocrites.” (Matthew 3:7)

· Jesus was the epitome of authority and strength under control. 





Matthew 26:52-54 (NKJV) But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?”




Matthew 26:62-64 (NKJV) And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”





Isaiah 53:7 (NKJV) He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.
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