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LESSON 4: #BLESSED - WISDOM FROM THE BEATITUDES

Lesson 4: #Blessed – Wisdom from the Beatitudes of Jesus 

Those Who Hunger
Text: Matthew 5:1-12 (Complete Jewish Bible) Seeing the crowds, Yeshua (Jesus) walked up the hill. After he sat down, his talmidim (disciples) came to him, 2 and he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 “How blessed are the poor in spirit! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 “How blessed are those who mourn! for they will be comforted. 5 “How blessed are the meek! for they will inherit the Land! 6 “How blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! for they will be filled. 7 “How blessed are those who show mercy! for they will be shown mercy. 8 “How blessed are the pure in heart! for they will see God. 9 “How blessed are those who make peace! for they will be called sons of God. 10 “How blessed are those who are persecuted because they pursue righteousness! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
Introduction: We have thus far looked at three of the eight beatitudes given by Jesus is the gospel of Matthew. Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, Matthew 5:3. We determined that this referrers to the recognition of our utter bankruptcy apart from God’s provision, and that we must first humble ourselves and acknowledge our sinful and broken condition before we can receive the mercy and forgiveness found in Christ.


The second beatitude was Matthew 5:4 (NKJV) Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. The text does not give us an answer about what we are mourning about. We may be mourning over our lost condition and bankruptcy caused by the depravity of sin. We may be mourning because of persecution we are enduring, or because of any number of afflictions we may face in this fallen world. Whatever the cause for our mourning, we are promised comfort from God, if not in this life, then in the world to come. 

In our last study we looked into the third beatitude. Matthew 5:5 (NKJV) Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. Meekness does not equate weakness. Meekness from a biblical perspective is strength or authority under control. In contrast, the works of the flesh, are carnal human appetites, that are completely out of control. 
I. Those Who Thirst 



Matthew 5:6 (NKJV) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall 










 be filled.

A. Jesus is using the most basic driving instincts of hunger and thirst to illustrate a spiritual truth.




Psalm 42:1-2 (TPT) I long to drink of you, O God, drinking deeply from the streams of pleasure flowing from your presence. My longings overwhelm me for more of you! 2 My soul thirsts, pants, and longs for the living God. I want to come and see the face of God.




Proverbs 27:7 (Exp) When you are ·full [sated], not even honey tastes good, but when you are hungry, even something bitter tastes sweet.




Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.


B. We can easily find ourselves hungering and thirsting after the temporal pursuits of this world at the expense of our relationship with God.

· When Jesus drove the money changers from the temple, he illustrated his passion.






John 2:17 (Expanded) When this happened, the ·followers [disciples] remembered what was written [ in the Scriptures]: ·“My strong love for your Temple completely controls me [ “Zeal for your house will consume me”; Ps. 69:9].”
· Our hunger and thirst for righteousness can be choked out by other pursuits.





Matthew 13:22 (NKJV) Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.

C. We must be careful to determine to make the pursuit of God’s kingdom and righteous living our highest priority.
· Men and women will sacrifice their health, their friends and family and everything in their lives in pursuit of every sort of earthy hunger or thirst.
· All other pursuits apart from hunger and thirst for righteousness will ultimately leave us unsatisfied, broken and morally bankrupt.





Psalm 107:8-9 (NKJV) Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 9 For He satisfies the longing soul, And fills the hungry soul with goodness.




Matthew 6:19-25 (NLT) "Don't store up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by moths and get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal. {20} Store your treasures in heaven, where they will never become moth--eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves. {21} Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be. {22} "Your eye is a lamp for your body. A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul. {23} But an evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness. If the light you think you have is really darkness, how deep that darkness will be! {24} "No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. {25} "So I tell you, don't worry about everyday life--whether you have enough food, drink, and clothes. Doesn't life consist of more than food and clothing?




Colossians 3:1-2 (NLT) Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits at God's right hand in the place of honor and power. {2} Let heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think only about things down here on earth.
(Amplified) Therefore if you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, sharing in His resurrection from the dead], keep seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind and keep focused habitually on the things above [the heavenly things], not on things that are on the earth [which have only temporal value].
(Expanded) [L Therefore] Since you were ·raised from the dead [raised] with Christ, ·aim at [aspire to; seek after; focus on] ·what is in heaven [L the things above], where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. 2 ·Think only about [Set your minds on; Fix your thoughts on] the things ·in heaven [above], not the things on earth.




Philippians 3:7-14 (NLT)  I once thought all these things were so very important, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. {8} Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I may have Christ {9} and become one with him. I no longer count on my own goodness or my ability to obey God's law, but I trust Christ to save me. For God's way of making us right with himself depends on faith. {10} As a result, I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I can learn what it means to suffer with him, sharing in his death, {11} so that, somehow, I can experience the resurrection from the dead! {12} I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be. {13} No, dear friends, I am still not all I should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, {14} I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven.
