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The Journey Begins

Restarting the Evangelism Engine of the Church

Theme: Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every person.

Text: Mark 16:15-20 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.
I. The church must return to making soul winning its’ highest priority.



“If people are lost outside of Christ, and if faith in Jesus Christ is the only avenue of redemption, what could possibly be a higher priority than spreading the gospel as far as we can as fast as we can?” David Shibley
· We are called to make disciples, who in turn make disciples.




Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

· World Evangelism is possible in less than a generation.

If only eight believers won eight lost people each year over the span of the next ten years. 

First year 8 x 8 = 64



Second year 512

Third year 4,096




Fourth year 32,768

Fifth year 262,144




Sixth year 2,097,152

Seventh year 16,777,216


Eight year 134,217,728

Ninth year 1,073,741,834


Tenth year 8,589,934,592
II. What is the Gospel?

· Barna research has concluded that the majority of young evangelicals do not know how to articulate their faith. They are unable to explain what they believe. This is a major problem when the preaching of the gospel requires that we articulate our faith. 




1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NKJV) Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,




Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”




Galatians 1:8-9 (NKJV) But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.




Romans 6:21-23 (Amp) So what benefit did you get at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? [None!] For the outcome of those things is death! 22 But now since you have been set free from sin and have become [willing] slaves to God, you have your benefit, resulting in sanctification [being made holy and set apart for God’s purpose], and the outcome [of this] is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God [that is, His remarkable, overwhelming gift of grace to believers] is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Because all have sinned by breaking God’s righteous standards or law, all are declared guilty and awaiting God’s righteous judgment. That is being eternal death and punishment in the lake of fire. 

· The gospel or ‘good news,’ is that God in Christ reconciled us to Himself. Christ bore our sins and the punishment for those sins as our substitute. He became our scapegoat. 

· We owed a debt we could not pay. Christ paid our debt He did not owe. 




John 3:16-21 (NLT) “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[g] his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.




2 Corinthians 5:19-21 (NLT) For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.
III. Fishers of Men

A. We have been called to catch men for God’s Kingdom.




Matthew 4:18-20 (NKJV) And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. {19} Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." {20} They immediately left their nets and followed Him.
‘The supreme task of the Church is the evangelisation of the world.’ Oswald J. Smith

· We are the body of Christ in the earth today. We are His hands, His feet, His mouth, and His love to a lost and dying world. 




Romans 10:14-15 (NLT)  But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? {15} And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"




Matthew 9:35-38 (The Voice) Jesus went through many towns and villages. He taught in their synagogues. He preached the good news of the kingdom of God. He healed every disease and sickness. 36 Whenever crowds came to Him, He had compassion for them because they were so deeply distraught, malaised, and heart-broken. They seemed to Him like lost sheep without a shepherd. 37 Jesus understood what an awesome task was before Him, so He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest to send more workers into His harvest field.” 



‘World evangelisation requires the whole Church to take the whole gospel to the whole world.’ The Lausanne Covenant

Conclusion: True Life
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