LESSON 2: #BLESSED _ WISDOM FROM THE BEATITUDES

Lesson 2: #Blessed – Wisdom from the Beatitudes of Jesus 

Comfort Those Who Mourn

Text: Matthew 5:1-12 (Complete Jewish Bible) Seeing the crowds, Yeshua (Jesus) walked up the hill. After he sat down, his talmidim (disciples) came to him, 2 and he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 “How blessed are the poor in spirit! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 “How blessed are those who mourn! for they will be comforted. 5 “How blessed are the meek! for they will inherit the Land! 6 “How blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! for they will be filled. 7 “How blessed are those who show mercy! for they will be shown mercy. 8 “How blessed are the pure in heart! for they will see God. 9 “How blessed are those who make peace! for they will be called sons of God. 10 “How blessed are those who are persecuted because they pursue righteousness! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
Introduction: Both Matthew and Luke’s gospel’s give accounts of the beatitude sermon of Jesus. I am inclined to believe as are some others, that these are actually two separate occasions with two variations of the same basic teaching by Jesus.  


Matthew’s gospel account records that Jesus went up on a mountain to give his message, while Luke’s gospel records that he came down and stood in a level place. So Matthew’s account is called ‘the Sermon on the Mount,’ while Luke’s account would be better called ‘the Sermon on the Plain.’


In Matthew’s account, Jesus gives eight beatitudes, while in Luke’s record we only see four. In Luke’s account, Jesus follows his teaching of the four blessings with the pronouncement of four woes. 


In both Old and New Testament times people were interested in oracles or visionary messages. Oracles came to be known as divine announcements. An oracle came as a pronouncement of either blessings or woe or judgment.


Old Testament prophets would often preface their pronouncement of God’s judgment with woe. Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel employ this word the most of any of the prophets, with Isaiah declaring 22 woes, Jeremiah 13 and Ezekiel 9. 


In the gospel of Matthew and Luke, Jesus is recorded as proclaiming 14 woes. In Matthew 23, Jesus pronounces 9 woes over the Scribes and Pharisees for their corruption and hypocrisy.  


The word blessed is declared 43 times in the book of Genesis, and 50 times in the Psalms. In the New Testament Jesus pronounces the blessing of God in Matthews gospel 18 times and in Luke’s account 26 times. 
We can draw the conclusion by the greater degree of the blessings of God that His mercy truly does triumph over judgment.

I. Beatitudes - Behaviors of Kingdom People


A. The beatitudes are a direct reflection of the character and nature of Christ himself.



Blessed: The Aramaic word toowayhon means “enriched, happy, fortunate, delighted, blissful, content, blessed.” Our English word blessed can indeed fit here, but toowayhon implies more—great happiness, prosperity, abundant goodness, and delight! The word bliss captures all of this meaning. Toowayhon means to have the capacity to enjoy union and communion with God. – The Passion Bible footnotes

· While the word blessed does mean happy,  that word in our day has become very shallow and frivolous, so it does not really capture the depth of the meaning of this word blessed. The Amplified translation does a good job of using a descriptive translation in many places where the word blessed in used, especially in the New Testament. “Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired or envied, favored by God] 

B. Comparative or paraphrasis teaching. 



1. Jesus used a teaching style that was very common in ancient and Jewish literature called paraphrasis. We derive our word paraphrase from this term. The Latin equivalent of this word is Circumlocution, which is from a compound word Circum – meaning around, and locution – meaning speech, literally ‘round about speech.’ This means to talk around a subject without actually declaring the subject itself. 



2. Jesus would often say, “The Kingdom of God is like...” Then he would give a parable to describe something about the kingdom of God.



3. In the Old Testament Jewish scribes often used this technique when translating the name of God. So instead of the actual name of God used in the text, we see the phrase “in the name of the Lord,” or “Adonai,’ which means Lord. 

II. Blessed are the Poor in Spirit. 



Matthew 5:3 (Amplified) (Amplified) “Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired] are the poor in spirit [those devoid of spiritual arrogance, those who regard themselves as insignificant], for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever].

· The word “poor” in the Greek has two basic meanings. The first means someone who has nothing excessive, the second means someone who is completely destitute or bankrupt. The text uses the second to describe the poor.



1. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus follows up with pronouncements of woe, drawing a stark comparison. 





Luke 6:24-26 (NKJV) “But woe to you who are rich, For you have received your consolation. 25 Woe to you who are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now,
For you shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe [f]to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.



2. Material wealth does not disqualify us from God’s blessings, anymore than material poverty qualifies people. A person can be rich and humble, while someone can be poor and filled with pride and self reliance.

II. Blessed are those who mourn.



Matthew 5:4 (NKJV) Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.



1. We could interpret this statement as mourning over our sin in repentance at having offended God.





Isaiah 40:1-3 (NKJV) “Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” Says your God. 2 “Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from the Lord’s hand Double for all her sins.” 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.


2. Another type of mourning occurs because of persecution.  





Isaiah 53:3 (NKJV) He is despised and rejected by men,  A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.



3. Mourning can accompany our sorrow over the lost and depraved condition of the world around us. Jesus wept over Jerusalem and their blind spiritual condition. 





Matthew 23:37 (NKJV) “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!



4. Israel as a nation was well acquainted with grief from suffering at the hands of oppressors throughout their history. 



5. God is our comfort in times of sorrow. 



2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NKJV) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any [a]trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ.
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