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The Birth of Messiah – The Rest of the Story
A Brief History of Israel from the time of the Babylonian Captivity to Messiah (the Christ).

· Solomon, the son of King David, led Israel into its’ greatest historical glory and the building of Israel’s first and most magnificent temple. Yet because of Solomon’s latter apostasy and extravagant practices, many of these latter achievements came at the price of high taxation and burden upon the people. 

· Solomon’s son and successor, Rehoboam refused to heed the people’s cry for relief and as a result, the 10 northern tribes of Israel rebelled and the kingdom was split into the Israel, the northern kingdom under King Jeroboam and Judah the southern kingdom, under King Rehoboam. 

· Jeroboam established Samaria as the capitol of Israel, while Jerusalem remained the Capital of Judah. Under Jeroboam’s rule the northern kingdom fell into idolatry and pagan Baal worship. Consequently they never had a single godly king and the wicked persecuted and killed the righteous. This reached its panicle under King Ahab and his wicked pagan wife Jezebel. While God warned Israel of impending judgment through numerous prophets, they refused to turn away from idolatry and in 721 BCE the Assyrians conquer Samaria and assimilate the northern kingdom into the Assyrian empire. 

· Meanwhile, the southern kingdom of Judah experiences times of revival and apostasy and idolatry under a mix of godly and wicked rulers. Again, after years of prophetic warnings of impending judgment Judah refuses to repent. As the prophet Jeremiah foretells, in 586 BCE - Babylonian Forces Destroy Jerusalem, demolish the first temple, and carry most of the inhabitants of Judah into captivity into Babylon, under the rule of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

· Years after Nebuchadnezzar’s death the Persian Ruler Cyrus the Great Conquers Babylonian Empire, Including Jerusalem in 539 BCE. In the year 516 BCE - Cyrus Permits Jews in Bablyonian Exile to Return to Jerusalem; Second Temple Built. In 445-425 BCE - Nehemiah the Prophet rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem and the second temple is built.

· In 332 BCE - Greek Leader Alexander the Great conquers Judea and Jerusalem. After Alexander’s death, his empire is divided the Seleucid Empire, under Antiochus rules Israel. Alexander the Great, allowed Israel its’ autonomy, but Antiochus demanded the Jewish people Hellenize into the Greek culture. He conquers Jerusalem, desecrates the temple, slaughters the Jewish people and forbids the practice of the Torah (law of Moses).

· A group of priests from the Hasmonean lineage with Judah Maccabee leading a revolt and expelled the Seleucid armies, cleansed the temple and restored worship in 164 BCE. This is the origin of the Feast of Dedication or Hanukkah. In 141 the Hasmonean Dynasty begins and Israel regains its’ sovereignty until 37 BCE.  
























· Seleucid Empire collapses in 129 BCE and the Romans become the dominant empire. They allow the Hasmonean Dynasty to rule and grant Israel autonomy, until a revolt in 40 BCE leads Rome to remove the Hasmoneans and place King Herod as their ruler in Jerusalem. 


· Herod reconstructs the temple into a magnificent building and adds walls to the city.


Text: Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV) And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.

Mary Betrothed to Joseph: A betrothal was an engagement and generally lasted for one year. Jewish girls were usually betrothed to be married between 12 and 14 years old and Jewish boys by age 16. Jewish custom desired young people to be married by age 18. Mary was a teenager, probably 14 to 17 years old and Joseph was probably around 16-17. Some apocryphal accounts state that Joseph was an older widower.  

After Joseph learned of Mary’s pregnancy, he assumed she had been unfaithful. If found guilty Mary could be stoned or subjected to a life of public disgrace and humiliation.

I. No Room in the Inn?  Luke 2:7 (NKJV) And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

· Bethlehem was a too small to have an Inn. Travelers would usually stay at a relative. But since there were so many travelers they had to stay in the lower level of the house, that was used as a barn for animals. Jesus was born and laid in a feeding trough, usually carved out of stone. 

II. Was Jesus born on December 25th? We find answers from the Shepherds. Luke 2:8-12 Shepherds would not be out in the fields at this time of year with their flocks, because it was the winter and cold and rainy.

· Sheep are most commonly bred from October through December, with an 8 month pregnancy. This would bring the shepherds into the fields during the lambing season in the spring of the year. 

· Bethlehem was also the town where the temple lambs were born. 

III. A fulfillment of prophecy

· There were over 300 Old Testament prophecies fulfill through the birth, ministry, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

· Jesus fulfilled to the very day the spring feasts of the Lord.

· He entered Jerusalem on lamb selection day riding on a colt 




of a donkey.

· He was crucified on Passover.

· He arose from the dead on the Day of First Fruits.

· The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Shavuot (Pentecost) took place exactly 50 days after his resurrection. Just as the first Pentecost, with Moses and the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai took place exactly 50 days after the exodus from Egypt.  Exodus 12:1-11 (NKJV) Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.
 IV. Beginning of the year.

· Nissan is the official biblical new year, not Rosh Hashanah (Day of Shofar or Trumpets).

· 10th day of the first month – the month of Nissan (Beginning)

· The 10th day was lamb selection day.

· The 10th day was when Jesus entered Jerusalem.

· The evening of the 14th day was Passover

· Jesus fulfilled the spring feasts to the day at his first coming, and will fulfill to the day the fall feasts of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and Tabernacles (Sukkot) to the very day as well. 

· The month of Nissan began at the first sighting of the new moon and would have reached its fullness or full moon at the day of Passover. 





Galatians 4:4-7 (NKJV) But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, {5} to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. {6} And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" {7} Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

V. Who Were the Magi?











They were possibly Babylonian astrologers or Persian Zoroastrians, astrologers. One ancient Syriac manuscript suggests that they were possibly from China and that there were as few as 12 and as many as several dozen
· They were astrologers who had some knowledge of Hebrew Scripture. After seeing ‘The King’s Star,’ (a particular alignment of constellations) they understood that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. 
· We know they arrived when Jesus was 2 years old. Herod made a decree to slaughter the male children 2 years old in Bethlehem. 
· They were never at the manger scene of Jesus. 
· Jesus was not born in the year 0. Herod died in the year 4 BC. So if we add another 2 years to the visit from the Magi, this takes us to the year 6 BCE when Christ was born.

Jesus, the lamb of God would have been born in the spring of the year on either the 10th day of the month of Nissan on Lamb selection day or on the 14th day of the first month on Passover. 

