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The Future is Now!
Theme: Can the American church make the changes necessary to avoid its own demise?

Text: Judges 2:10-11 (NKJV) When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.11 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals; 

Introduction: Where Do We Go From Here?


I believe that the church in the West is facing perhaps the greatest challenge it has ever faced. Yet there also lies before us the greatest opportunity for God to manifest His power, 


Great faith is born from great challenges. If the church can recapture its’ passion for Christ and disentangle itself from accommodating the culture, God will pour forth His glory in unprecedented power. 

I. It’s Time for a New Reformation Within the Church.



Reformation to reform: ‘1. The improvement or amendment of what is wrong, corrupt or unsatisfactory, such as social reform 2. The amendment of conduct or belief, to change to a better state or form 3. To improve by alteration, substitution or abolition 4. To cause a person to abandon wrong or evil ways of life or conduct to put an end to abuses and disorders



1. Reformation and revival often take place simultaneously.


B. We need a reformation in the manner that the gospel is proclaimed to the lost. 

· We can no longer afford to present a man centered Christianity that requires nothing of those who proclaim to be Christians.

“Let nothing short of radical change of heart satisfy you in your coverts…” William Carey, the pioneer missionary to India
“Perhaps the question we need to ask ourselves is, “Does the gospel we preach produce disciples, or 

does it produce consumers of religious goods and services?” Bill Hull (On Being and Making Followers of Christ)
“The gospel is free, thank God, but that does not mean that it is “cheap and easy,” and all too often that is the kind of gospel that has been presented.” Arthur Wallis, (The Radical Christian)
· Cheap grace verses biblical grace




“Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks' wares. The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the consolations of religion are thrown away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the Church's inexhaustible treasury, from which she showers blessings with generous hands, without asking questions or fixing limits. Grace without price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, we suppose, is that the account has been paid in advance; and, because it has been paid, everything can be had for nothing. Since the cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and spending it are infinite. What would grace be if it were not cheap?...

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him. Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: "ye were bought at a price," and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.”  ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship
· A gospel that exacts nothing of the sinner and requires no repentance is not the gospel of Jesus Christ.

· The church must stop accommodating the culture for fear of offending people.














"We need a radical and revolutionary message. No message is more radical or revolutionary than that which stands in direct opposition to the world spirit of our age. The Bible answers for us all of our deepest questions, questions of purpose, origins, history, morality, sociology, and spirituality. It gives context for the search for truth and touches upon all of reality.








Unfortunately, evangelical accommodation has been all one way. The culture has not accommodated at all. It continues its slide into moral relativism and its logical conclusions. We need a new generation of evangelicals who are willing to stand against the culture, to take a truly radical position, and proclaim the truth of God’s word. 















More than this, they must be willing to stand against those within the church who would silence the Christian voice through compromise. They must firmly and lovingly reject such accommodation, confront those in error, and oppose falsehood within the church and the culture."  Francis Schaeffer – The Great Evangelical Disaster

“The invasion of the Church by the world is a menace to the extension of Christ's Kingdom. In all ages conformity to the world by Christians has resulted in lack of spiritual life and a consequent lack of spiritual vision and enterprise. A secularized or self-centered Church can never evangelize the world.” - John R. Mott



The wicked flee when no one pursues, But the righteous are bold as a lion. Proverbs 28:1 (NKJV)













“To be a Christian is to be possessed and dominated by the kingdom of God. Salvation must not be seen as merely an individual event in which the individual has a part. The kingdom of God has come to transform the world and us with it by the power of God, in Jesus Christ. The cross of Christ is not just the symbol of our atonement but the very pattern and definition of our lives, the very means of the new order that has invaded the world in Christ…Church historians may someday describe our period as the ‘American Captivity of the Church.’ It is no less real than the ‘Babylonian Captivity’ in the history of Israel.” Jim Wallis


C. We need a reformation in our understanding of biblical Christianity.
· Barna research has concluded that the majority of young evangelicals do not know how to articulate their faith. They are unable to explain what they believe. This is a major problem when the gospel

· God exists to make me happy.

· In his book Soul Searching, Sociologist Christian Smith writes, that the common creed among American evangelical teens is “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism,” which he defines as essentially a self-centered worldview., in which personal happiness is the highest goal and a distant God is taken for granted in the background. In fact, this view is so prominent that evangelical teens are no less likely than unbelievers to believe that all good people go to heaven.

“For many, this business of following Christ seems to be placing a little “Jesus veneer” over middle and upper middle-class lifestyles and their implicit values. That simply won’t work.” Tom Sine, ‘Taking Discipleship Seriously’

Hebrews 5:11-14 

D. Restarting the evangelism engine of the church.

· The church must return to making soul winning its’ highest priority.

“If people are lost outside of Christ, and if faith in Jesus Christ is the only avenue of redemption, what could possibly be a higher priority than spreading the gospel as far as we can as fast as we can?” David Shibley

“The supreme task of the Church is the evangelisation of the world.” Oswald J. Smith




Mark 16:15 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. Matthew 28:18-20 

E. We must refocus our attention on make disciples who in turn make disciples. Matthew 9:35-38 
“We are at a critical point in the life of the North American Church; the Christian Community must rethink our effort to make disciples. David Kinnaman

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
III. Strong Believers, Equal Strong Families…


A. Strong believers equal strong families. Strong families make strong churches, those in turn make strong communities and cities. Strong communities and cities make strong counties and strong states, that in turn affects the strength of the nation. 

· The Battle for a Child’s Heart
.








· The future of the nation will be determined by the children of today. 



Judges 2:10-11 (NKJV) When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.11 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals; 

"In the race to a child's heart, the first one there wins."  -George Barna

· We are only one generation away from anarchy.








Proverbs 22:6 (The Passion Translation) Proverbs Dedicate your children to God and point them in the way that they should go, and the values they’ve learned from you will be with them for life. 
Conclusion: By strengthening families and planting the word of God into the next generation we have the potential to change the future. If we neglect to impact this generation of children and youth with the gospel then our nation will continue to move even further away from God. The Future is now!
