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Discerning End Time Positions and End Time Events

Text: Revelation 20:4-6 (NKJV) And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

I. Three Wrong Approaches the Last Days  

· Too negative: Thinking that all society is destined to fall into the hands of the Antichrist. This view leads people to draw back from changing society now. They say, “Why should we work to bring change to society, if satanic darkness is destined to dominate all society in the tribulation?” 
· Too positive: Thinking that most of society will be transformed before Jesus returns. This view ignores what Scripture says about the coming pressures in society and the necessity of Jesus returning to establish the fullness of the kingdom on earth. Though hope-filled desire is important, it must be tempered by Scripture. We must be loyal to God’s end-time plan and wisdom as seen in Scripture and resist exaggerated humanistic optimism. 
· Too vague: Thinking that it is impossible to know what the Scripture says about the end times, so why even try. They ignore the end times, being assured that the future will take care of itself and thus, they do not have urgency to be prepared in their understanding. Pan-millennial? 
II. The Millennial Kingdom of Christ 










The Millennium is a literal 1,000-year period in which Jesus will rule the whole world from Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 20:1-6). Jesus will govern in partnership with the resurrected believers to establish a biblically-based social order (Mt. 19:28; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rom. 8:17; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6). Micah 4:1-7 (NKJV) Now it shall come to pass in the latter days 
Revelation 20:4-6 They lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years…6They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
· The kingdom of God will be openly manifest worldwide, affecting every sphere of life (politics, economy, education, agriculture, media, technology, environment, social institutions, etc.). This period of worldwide blessing will be initiated by Jesus’ second coming (Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 65:17-25; Ps. 2; 110; Mt. 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 1:6; 3:21; Rev. 20:1-6).
III. Major End Time Millennial Positions 

· Premillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns before (pre-) His 1,000-year millennial rule. This is the only view that interprets end-time prophecy in a literal or face-value way. 

· Postmillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns after (post-) His 1000-year millennial rule. The Church establishes the Millennium by fully Christianizing the world before He returns. 
· Amillennialism: This means “no millennium.” This view teaches that Jesus’ 1,000-year reign is not a literal earthly reign, but merely a spiritual victory over sin in the heart of the believer. Most amillennialists limit the kingdom on the earth as being mostly in the heart of a believer. 


A. Two basic views of Premillennialism 










Premillennialists believe that Jesus will return to rule the earth for a Millennium (1,000 years). The strength of this view is found in its literal interpretation of end-time biblical prophecy. The two differing views are historic and dispensational premillennialism. 
· Historic Premillennialism: Most teach a post-tribulation rapture (Jesus will return “after” the tribulation) and a literal interpretation of end-time prophecy and honor God’s purpose for Israel. 
· Dispensational Premillennialism: All teach a pre-tribulation rapture (Jesus will return “before” the tribulation) and the literal interpretation of end-time prophecy and honor God’s purpose for Israel. Most do not believe that the Church will be used to transform parts of society, operate in the gifts of the Spirit or win the end-time harvest. This is a new theology that was systematized in the 1830s by John Darby. It is called dispensational because it teaches that God has related differently to His people in seven dispensations of history. It includes: 1) two different covenants of salvation (Israel and the Church) 2) a literal interpretation of Scripture; 3) pretribulation; 4) the rapture of the church could take place any moment. 


B. Our Position: We believe in historic premillennialism, and that in spite of the difficult conditions of the last days, will see Christ coming for a glorious victorious church.




Ephesians 5:27 (NKJV) that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.














Ephesians 4:11-13 (NKJV) And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the [e]edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 










Romans 8:31-38 (JB Phillips) 31-32  ‘For your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter’. 37 No, in all these things we win an overwhelming victory through him who has proved his love for us. 38-39 I have become absolutely convinced that neither death nor life, neither messenger of Heaven nor monarch of earth, neither what happens today nor what may happen tomorrow, neither a power from on high nor a power from below, nor anything else in God’s whole world has any power to separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord!
IV. The Second Coming of Christ Daniel 7:13-14; Mark 13:26; Revelation 1:7 




















A. The destruction of the anti-Christ (Beast) and His Kingdom.





Revelation 19:11-21 (NLT) Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war

Christ returns on a white horse with the angelic armies from heaven, taking vengeance upon the anti-Christ and his kingdom. The ant-Christ, false prophet and their earthly armies are destroyed. The anti-Christ (the beast) and false prophet are captured, judged and thrown into the lake of fire.

B. Satan is bound and righteousness is established.
Revelation 20:1-6 
V. Jesus Will Rule the Nations from Jerusalem.









Jeremiah 3:17 (NLT) In that day Jerusalem will be known as 'The Throne of the LORD.' All nations will come there to honor the LORD. They will no longer stubbornly follow their own evil desires.




Revelation11:15 (NAS)…"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."

· Christ will establish His authority over the nations of the earth. He will no longer allow the nations to maintain their rebellion against the will of God.

A. The will of the Lord will be established throughout the entire earth.



Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 24:31-33 

B. All the rulers and nations will bow before Christ and serve Him.



Psalm 72:11 (NLT) All kings will bow before him, and all nations will serve him.




Psalm 102:15 (NIV) The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your glory.


 

C. Justice and peace will prevail throughout all the earth.



1. Yeshua will rule the earth from the city of Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:3-4; 

D. The downtrodden and afflicted will be restored and healed. Is 35:5-10 
VI. Heaven and Earth Will Come Together under Christ’s rule.


A. In Genesis we se the earth cut off from the will of God because of sin. In the millennial kingdom we see the earth restored because of righteousness. Matthew 6:10; 
Ephesians 1:9-10; Revelation 21:2-4 

B. During the millennial kingdom heaven will fill the earth.



1. Much of the church has maintained the erroneous view that heaven is an ethereal dwelling. When heaven comes to earth much of life as we know it will continue on, only with righteousness as the governance. 



2. Heaven is the place believers have gone since the resurrection of Christ. This has been a temporary holding place until the resurrection of the body. The saints do not need a resurrected body in heaven to relate to its spiritual environment. Only as the spirit and the physical realm come together in the millennial kingdom do we need a body to dwell in the earth.


C. Every aspect of the earth will be restored, from people to the environment. Revelation 22:1-3 (NAS) Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him.



Ezekiel 47:1-12 
