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LESSON 1 – SPIRITUAL WARFARE – EXPOSING THE ENEMY

Spiritual Warfare – Exposing the Enemy

Theme: The believer’s real enemy is the unseen forces behind what they see.

Text: Ephesians 6:10-13 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

(The Voice) Finally, brothers and sisters, draw your strength and might from God. 11 Put on the full armor of God to protect yourselves from the devil and his evil schemes. 12 We’re not waging war against enemies of flesh and blood alone. No, this fight is against tyrants, against authorities, against supernatural powers and demon princes that slither in the darkness of this world, and against wicked spiritual armies that lurk about in heavenly places. 13 And this is why you need to be head-to-toe in the full armor of God: so you can resist during these evil days and be fully prepared to hold your ground. 
Introduction: Every person on this planet is engaged in a spiritual battle with unseen demonic beings. These ungodly evil spirits work behind the scenes trying to avoid being detected so that they can influence people and situations. These spirits seek to stir up strife, division and conflict, without being detected. They work to bring contention between people groups, children and their parents, husbands and wives and anywhere they can bring accusation, strife and turmoil.


If we are not spiritually attune we can spend our time and energy with our attention fixed upon people and circumstances, without realizing that there are unseen demonic beings that are working in the realm of the spirit that are the real enemy.


I. Be Strong in the Lord


A. We can only overcome these demonic forces in and through God’s strength. 




Ephesians 6:10-13 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.




(The Voice) Finally, brothers and sisters, draw your strength and might from God.




Strong – Grk. Endunamoo (en-doo-nam-ah-o) This is a compound word from the Grk word en meaning in and dunamis meaning explosive strength and ability. We derive the English word dynamite from dunamis.

· This word was historically used by the Greeks to describe individuals like Hercules who were infused by the gods with superhuman strength.

· If we are going to successfully engage these unseen demonic forces, we must be infused with the supernatural, explosive power of God. 

· The purpose of this power is to infuse the believer with an excessive dose of God’s supernatural spiritual strength.

· We draw this supernatural strength from the Lord. It is only with this divine infusing of His power that we will be equipped to face the demonic forces of this age.

B. We have God’s power available to us.




Power – Grk Kratos (krat'-os) #2904
Kratos power is not a power that one adheres to in an intellectual manner. It is a power that is demonstrative and tangible. It is not a hypothetical power but a very real visible power. This is the power of God that was manifest in the life and ministry of Jesus when He performed miracles.

· This is the same power that was manifest when Jesus was raised from the dead.




Ephesians 1:19-20 (NKJV) and what is the exceeding greatness of His power (kratos) toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power (kratos)  20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

· This power is demonstrative, overwhelming and visible and God is telling us that He has made this same power available to the believer to fight this spiritual battle.


C. The power of His might.



Might – Grk. Ischus (is-khoos) #2479 This word for might is used to describe a very strong man, such as a bodybuilder or someone with extraordinary muscular strength. 

· Paul is telling the believer that we need to clothe ourselves with God’s mighty armor that we have through our union with Christ. When we are clothed with Christ we are infused with the very might and strength of God Himself. In his mighty strength and power, we are well equipped to enter the fight against the demonic forces that surround us.
II. Spiritual Weapons


A. We must engage a spiritual enemy with spiritual weaponry.




2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (Amplified) For though we walk in the flesh [as mortal men], we are not carrying on our [spiritual] warfare according to the flesh and using the weapons of man. 4 The weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood]. Our weapons are divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying sophisticated arguments and every exalted and proud thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought and purpose captive to the obedience of Christ,



John 6:63 (NLT) The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.




Ephesians 3:16 (NLT) I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit.




(Amplified) May He grant you out of the riches of His glory, to be strengthened and spiritually energized with power through His Spirit in your inner self, [indwelling your innermost being and personality]


B. When we come to the end of our own strength and human understanding, then we learn to rely on and draw our strength from God through our union with Christ.




Ephesians 6:10 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 




                                                might.



2 Corinthians 12:9 (Amp) but He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are more than enough—always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being perfected [and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.”Therefore, I will all the more gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ [may completely enfold me and] may dwell in me.




(NLT) Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me.


C. We must gain the mind of God; human reasoning will never defeat a spiritual enemy.  




Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

· As we fix our thoughts on the greatness of God, the enemies schemes and intimidation grows faint and insignificant.
· The enemy feeds upon our fears, and our words of doubt and unbelief. These actual strengthen the foothold of the demonic spirits in our lives.
· In the following passage, God admonishes His people to compare their troubles to the magnitude of God, by waiting in hopeful expectation for His incomparable power.
Isaiah 40:25-31 (NLT) “To whom will you compare me?  Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One. 26 Look up into the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one after another, calling each by its name. Because of his great power and incomparable strength, not a single one is missing. 27 O Jacob, how can you say the Lord does not see your troubles? O Israel, how can you say God ignores your rights? 28 Have you never heard? Have you never understood? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows weak or weary. No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 29 He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. 30 Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion. 31 But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.
Romans 8:31-39 (NLT) What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.


35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.










38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Conclusion: As fix our eyes upon God and draw near to Him through prayer and His word, our minds become filled with His life. In turn, we are clothed with His strength and infused with His mighty power for the battle. We are not victims, we are victors. 
