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Defending Truth

Theme: Standing for absolute moral truth in a world of relativism.

Text: Judges 17:6 (NLT) In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.

Introduction: The book of Judges represents a time in Israel’s history when God’s people lacked moral leadership. As a result, they fell into pagan idolatry and national chaos. They had no overseer or king to set the standard of how they should live and the result was not good.


We have all grown up in a nation where we take for granted standards or what we call standardization. We are called the United States of America. There are numerous standards that both the state and federal government has set that bring about order. 



We have a standardized currency that is used in every state. We speak English as a standard language. We have standardized weights and measures. There are standardized laws that are the same from state to state. These standards are designed to bring about uniformity and a smooth flow of transportation, commerce and civil life in general.


These standards help us to define and set boundaries in commerce and life in general. While we may resent some of the restrictions these standards can place on our lives at times, we are far better off because of the order they bring to society. 


As imperfect as our government is, just travel outside of the United States to a developing country where these same standards do not exist and you will quickly find how this fosters chaos, disorder and difficulty.  

I. Life Without Boundaries


A. Can you imagine what life would be like if we had no boundaries?

· In sports and games of any kind there are defined parameters.
· We have laws to help us define boundaries and standards in life.
· In education we have testing and various grading systems to define standards of Achievement.
· Nearly every area of society and life has defined boundaries and standards that are regularly enforced, refined. All of these serve to maintain order and prevent society from spiraling into anarchy and chaos. 

B. In spite of all of these standards and boundaries, we have a growing number of people, who believe that when it comes to morals and truth, no standards should be applied.

· The common statement of “There is no such thing as absolute truth.” is in itself a contradiction, in that it is stating an absolute. 

· Common sense dictates that if there are absolutes in the fields of math and science, then surely there are similar absolutes when it comes to morals and standards of what is right or wrong.

· From the founding of the United States, the teachings of the Bible have been used as our moral standard.

· Since the attack on Christianity and the rise of secular thought in the West, beginning in Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries. We have witnessed the rise of moral relativism.

· Today, many have come to believe that truth is whatever I believe it to be, and that somehow biblical truth is no longer relevant to an enlightened culture. 


C. If man lives only unto himself and answers only to himself, then ultimately he has no other purpose any higher calling than to self. 

“If life ends at the grave, then it makes no difference whether one has lived as a Stalin or as a saint. Since one's destiny is ultimately unrelated to one's behavior, you may as well just live as you please. As Dostoyevsky put it: "If there is no immortality then all things are permitted." On this basis, a writer like Ayn Rand is absolutely correct to praise the virtues of selfishness. Live totally for self; no one holds you accountable! Indeed, it would be foolish to do anything else, for life is too short to jeopardize it by acting out of anything but pure self-interest. Sacrifice for another person would be stupid.” Willam Lane Craig

“An honest man, armed with all knowledge available to us now, could only state that in some sense, the origin of life appears at the moment to almost be a miracle, so many are the conditions which would have to have been satisfied to get it going” Francis Crick, Nobel prize winning biologist who contributed to the discovery of DNA

II. Let God be found true!


A. Moral relativism does not work in the real world.

· Modern man lives in a utopian dream world that only exists in his or her mind.
· Political correct speech and moral relativism are a contradiction. They only tolerate people with ideas that agree with their own.




Romans 3:3-5 (Amp) What then? If some did not believe or were unfaithful [to God], their lack of belief will not nullify and make invalid the faithfulness of God and His word, will it? 4 Certainly not! Let God be found true [as He will be], though every person be found a liar, just as it is written [in Scripture], “That You may be justified in Your words, And prevail when You are judged [by sinful men].”


B. Modern man arrogantly imagines that he can evolve to a point of bringing about utopia on earth through his scientific achievements and self actualization. This is pure fantasy. 




1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Amplified) For the message of the cross is foolishness [absurd and illogical] to those who are perishing and spiritually dead [because they reject it], but to us who are being saved [by God’s grace] it is [the manifestation of] the power of God. 19 For it is written and forever remains written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise [the philosophy of the philosophers], And the cleverness of the clever [who do not know Me] I will nullify.” 20 Where is the wise man (philosopher)? Where is the scribe (scholar)? Where is the debater (logician, orator) of this age? Has God not exposed the foolishness of this world’s wisdom? 21 For since the world through all its [earthly] wisdom failed to recognize God, God in His wisdom was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached [regarding salvation] to save those who believe [in Christ and welcome Him as Savior]. 22 For Jews demand signs (attesting miracles), and Greeks pursue [worldly] wisdom and philosophy, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, [a message which is] to Jews a stumbling block [that provokes their opposition], and to Gentiles foolishness [just utter nonsense], 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks (Gentiles), Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 [This is] because the foolishness of God [is not foolishness at all and] is wiser than men [far beyond human comprehension], and the weakness of God is stronger than men [far beyond the limits of human effort].




Romans 1:18-21 (NKJV) …because although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
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