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LESSON 3 – LIFE’S ULTIMATE PURPOSE


Life’s Ultimate Meaning

Theme: Only the existence of God gives ultimate meaning to life.

Text: Romans 12:2 (TPT – The Passion Translation) Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture around you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total reformation of how you think. This will empower you to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, satisfying and perfect in his eyes.
Introduction: Nearly 80% of Americans describe themselves as spiritual. The same amount believes that God created the universe. Yet among professing Christians there is an alarming number cannot grasp biblical truth or what it actually means to be a Christian from a biblical perspective.

1 Peter 3:15 (AMPC - Amplified Classic) But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully.

· You cannot defend what you do not know.

Someone once asked Bible scholar/apologist R. C. Sproul what the difference between the Christian God and the gods of other religions? In a simple yet profound answer, he pointed out that the main difference is this: The God of Christianity exists. 

I. Take Hold of the Truth


A. Standing steadfast in a world built on sand is not easy.




2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.




1 Corinthians 15:1-3 (Amplified) Now brothers and sisters, let me remind you [once again] of the good news [of salvation] which I preached to you, which you welcomed and accepted and on which you stand [by faith]. 2 By this faith you are saved [reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed, and set apart for His purpose], if you hold firmly to the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain [just superficially and without complete commitment].




Revelation 3:11 (NKJV) Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.

· Apologetics: The word “apologetics” means “a defense.”



Acts 22:1 (NKJV) “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.”




1 Corinthians 9:3 (NKJV) My defense to those who examine me is this





Philippians 1:7 (NKJV) just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace.

II. Does God Exist?

A. If so, then who is this God that exists?

· Only the existence of God gives ultimate meaning to life.

· If there is nothing beyond the grave, then life has no ultimate purpose. 

· Vanity of vanities – Like grasping the wind





Ecclesiastes 2:11 (Exp) But then I ·looked at [turned my attention to] what I had done, and I thought about all the ·hard work [toil]. Suddenly I realized it was useless, like chasing the wind. There is ·nothing to gain [no profit/advantage] from anything we do ·here on earth under the sun;

B. How can we know for certain that God exists?

· The burden of proof is with humanity. Man cannot prove that God does not exist.

· Without the existence of God, life has no ultimate meaning. 

· Many atheists were one involved with Christianity, but either failed to receive reasonable answers to their questions or experienced some type of spiritual abuse.

· Reasonable and unreasonable atheists. 

· The reasonable atheist or agnostic would believe in the existence of God if ample proof were presented.
· The unreasonable atheist would not believe even if ample proof was given. This is a rebellion issue, not a truth issue. Unfortunately, we are seeing an increasing number of this type of atheist today. The Bible defines these people as fools. 



Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

· The Latin word for translated “Agnostic” is “Ignoramus.”

C. Every painting has a painter, just as every building has a builder.

· While atheists like to present their arguments against the existence of God as intellectually superior to faith, in reality, atheism is non-intelligent.


· I am not suggesting atheists are unintelligent. I am proposing that their reasons for atheism are.



1. Every cause has an effect. Christians believe that God is the cause of the effect. Atheism believes that mere chance, plus random mutation, over billions of years equals life in all its’ complexity. This is pure nonsense. 

· No intelligent person would ever believe that a watch designed itself, or that a painting painted itself, or a building designed and built itself. Yet we are supposed to believe that the universe and all of life in all its vast multifaceted complexities simply came about without any cause and by mere chance.

· This requires a great leap of blind faith to believe.

