A Ready Defense
Going Against the Flow

Theme: Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks.

Text: Romans 12:2 (TPT – The Passion Translation) Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture around you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total reformation of how you think. This will empower you to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, satisfying and perfect in his eyes.
Introduction: The America church is faced with one of our greatest challenges. We are now living in a post-Christian culture, which is growing increasingly intolerant and openly hostile to the truth of scripture. More than ever, the church is needed to exude the light of the world and the salt of the earth, we are witnessing an erosion of biblical knowledge from within that is undermining our ability to define, articulate or stand for the truth.  


Not only is there a growing misunderstanding of what it means to be a Christian from a biblical perspective, but American Christians are losing their ability to articulate their faith in today’s culture.


Alex McFarland, in his excellent book The 10 Most Common Objections to Christianity, summarizes this crisis. He states that “almost 80 percent of Americans describe themselves as “spiritual.” The same numbers believe that God created the universe. Two-thirds say they pray every day. Eighty-five percent consider themselves Christian. Yet under the thin surface of religiosity lies a mess-at least when it comes to Christianity. Only 45 percent of those who profess to be Christian attend worship service weekly-only a percentage point different than in 1966 when God was declared dead. Almost 70 percent of evangelicals believe that there is more than one way to salvation. The same percentage of incoming freshman at Christian colleges say there are no moral absolutes. And 84 percent of those collegians are unable to explain basic Christian beliefs.”


What this reveals, is that we have an alarming number of professing Christians who are biblically illiterate and unable to even give a reasonable explanation of their faith in Christ. 

I. A Ready Defense


A. It is imperative that we know what we believe and why we believe 

    it.





1 Peter 3:15 (AMPC - Amplified Classic) But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully.

· You cannot defend what you do not know.

· Barna research has concluded that the majority of young evangelicals do not know how to articulate their faith. They are unable to explain what they believe.
· God exists to make me happy. In his book Soul Searching, Sociologist Christian Smith writes, that the common creed among American evangelical teens is “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism,” which he defines as essentially a self-centered worldview., in which personal happiness is the highest goal and a distant God is taken for granted in the background. In fact, this view is so prominent that evangelical teens are no less likely than unbelievers to believe that all good people go to heaven.

“The world is good at telling a lie, while the church is poor at telling the truth.” Mario Murillo

B. What is your source of authority?

· If the Bible is not your highest authority then what is, cultural opinions; science; philosophers; yourself? 





John 8:31-32 (NKJV) Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

C. Lessons from the parable of the sower.





Matthew 13:1-8 (NKJV) On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea. 2 And great multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”





Matthew 13:18-23 (NKJV) “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

1. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it…
· When people lack the fundamental understanding of biblical Christianity they are easily deceived.
· Our goal is spiritual maturity. Hebrews 5:12-14 (NKJV) For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of [d]use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.




Hebrews 6:1-3 (NKJV) Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits.

2. He has no root in himself, but endures only for a while.




Ephesians 4:14-15 (Amplified) So that we are no longer children [spiritually immature], tossed back and forth [like ships on a stormy sea] and carried about by every wind of [shifting] doctrine, by the cunning and trickery of [unscrupulous] men, by the deceitful scheming of people ready to do anything [for personal profit]. 15 But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both our speech and our lives expressing His truth], let us grow up in all things into Him [following His example] who is the Head—Christ.

· When people are not rooted and grounded in Christ and His word, then they can be moved away from the word.
Galatians 3:1 (NKJV) O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?
If the early church had problems with people falling prey to deception, why would we expect any different today?


3. Cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 1 John 2:16
Conclusion: The first and foremost position the believer must be established in is God’s word as highest authority. Without this foundation, we will forever be changing our minds and swayed by the deception of the world around us.
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