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Vessels Unto Honor

Theme: If we will cleanse ourselves from those things, which defile us, we will be useful for every good work by God.

“We shall not get revival by filing our churches with men, but by getting the men who already come to our churches filled with God.”  Duncan Campbell
Text: Colossians 1:9-10 (NLT) So we have continued praying for you ever since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you a complete understanding of what he wants to do in your lives, and we ask him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom. {10} Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and you will continually do good, kind things for others. All the while, you will learn to know God better and better. 

Introduction: The goal of everything we do in our life should ultimately be to honor and please the Lord, and know him better.
Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.


As we come to realize just what God wants to do in our lives, we will then also come to realize that we are going to have to make some decisions about our commitment to God. You see God’s will for your life is not going to come about simply because you discover what His will is.


I have heard many young believers over the years proclaim with enthusiasm that God had spoken to them to accomplish something in their lives, or that they had someone prophecy over them about a grand plan that God had for their lives. Unfortunately, while it certainly may be true that what they heard was legitimate, they should also realize that the fulfillment of that plan has as much to do with their consecration to God as it does with God’s will to fulfill His plan in their lives.


You see we mistakenly imagine that everything that God accomplishes in and through our lives is entirely up to God’s sovereignty, but nothing could be further from the truth! We have a part to play in His will being accomplished in our lives. Our part is consecration. 

I. Vessels Unto Honor


A. We have a choice, and a responsibility in becoming useful for God’s purposes.



1. We must make a heartfelt determined decision to put away sin from our lives




2 Timothy 2:19-22 (NKJV) Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.





















(Amplified Bible) Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God [which He has laid] stands [sure and unshaken despite attacks], bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord stand apart from wickedness and withdraw from wrongdoing.” 20 Now in a large house there are not only [a]vessels and objects of gold and silver, but also vessels and objects of wood and of earthenware, and some are for honorable (noble, good) use and some for dishonorable (ignoble, common). 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things [which are dishonorable—disobedient, sinful], he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified [set apart for a special purpose and], useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Run away from youthful lusts—pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those [believers] who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
· Purity is an absolute bottom line requirement for the child of God.



Isaiah 52:11 (NKJV)…Be clean, You who bear the vessels of the LORD.

· Verse 22 Run from anything that stimulates youthful lust. Follow anything that makes you want to do right. Pursue faith and love and peace, and enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts. 





(GWT)  Stay away from lusts which tempt young people. 





(NCV)  But run away from the evil young people like to do. 

· Timothy was a young man, and as such, Paul was instructing him to avoid the ungodliness that youth become involved in.
· There are temptations of youth that must be avoided, like rebellion, a party spirit, laziness, sexual immorality, cynical attitudes.


2. We cannot sow to our carnal appetites and expect to live a life that is pleasing to God. 




Romans 8:6 (NKJV) For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.





(NIV) The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;




Galatians 6:8-9 (NKJV) For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. {9} So don't get tired of doing what is good. Don't get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.




(NLT) Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires will harvest the consequences of decay and death. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.9  So don't get tired of doing what is good. Don't get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.

· These sins of youth will cause us problems our entire life if we indulge in them when we are young. We can’t sow wild oats, and then pray for crop failure.



2 Timothy 3:1-7 (NLT) You should also know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. {2} For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. {3} They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control; they will be cruel and have no interest in what is good. {4} They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. {5} They will act as if they are religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. You must stay away from people like that. {6} They are the kind who work their way into people's homes and win the confidence of vulnerable women who are burdened with the guilt of sin and controlled by many desires. {7} Such women are forever following new teachings, but they never understand the truth.
B. We are in this sinful corrupt world, but we must remember that we are not part of it.


2 Corinthians 6:11-18 (NKJV)  O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. {12} You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. {13} Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), you also be open. {14} Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? {15} And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? {16} And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." {17} Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." {18} "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.




2 Corinthians 7:1 (NKJV) Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

We will not walk in sin if our hearts and minds are fixed upon Christ.



Hebrews 12:1 (NLT) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us. 
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