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Set Apart as Holy

Theme: Be holy for I am holy. 

Text: 2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1 (NKJV)…"Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." {18} "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty." {1}Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Introduction: In this scripture, the apostle Paul is giving us a descriptive definition of just exactly what God defines as holiness.  Something that is holy is set apart and separated from all impurities, or anything that would contaminate it. God mandates that we be holy, completely separated from the sinful contaminants of this world, and set apart unto Him for His exclusive use. Holiness is the foremost mandate to entering the presence of God.

When God established the tabernacle worship for the children of Israel, He gave Moses explicit detailed instructions concerning the tabernacle itself, and every article it was to contain, as well as the priestly ministry which started with Aaron, and his family. 


In Exodus 28 God gave Moses detailed instruction concerning the high priestly garments that Aaron was to wear in his worship before God. 

“We shall not get revival by filling our churches with men, but by getting the men who already come to our churches filled with God.”  Duncan Campbell
I. Holiness to the Lord


A. God’s first and foremost requirement for all who would attempt to approach His presence is holiness.



Exodus 28:36-38 (NLT) "Next make a medallion of pure gold. Using the techniques of an engraver, inscribe it with these words: SET APART AS HOLY TO THE LORD. {37} This medallion will be attached to the front of Aaron's turban by means of a blue cord. {38} Aaron will wear it on his forehead, thus bearing the guilt connected with any errors regarding the sacred offerings of the people of Israel. He must always wear it so the LORD will accept the people.




Psalms 24:1-5 (NKJV) The earth is the Lord's, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. {2} For He has founded it upon the seas, And established it upon the waters. {3} Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? {4} He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. {5} He shall receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation.

· God is holy, absolute perfection, without any defect, blemish or imperfection, anything that does not meet His standard is absolutely repulsive to Him.

B. The significance of the priestly garments.

· The Garments Possess An Intrinsic Holiness: No priest, neither lay nor the High Priest himself, is fit to serve in the Temple unless he is wearing the sacred garments. As the Talmud states, "While they are clothed in the priestly garments, they are clothed in the priesthood; but when they are not wearing the garments, the priesthood is not upon them" (BT Zevachim 17:B). Conducting the service without these garments would render the priests the same as those who are not descendants of Aaron - all of whom are unfit for service in the Temple.















Why does the Bible attach so much significance to the garments? Because their quality is such that they elevate the wearers - Aaron and all his descendants - to the high levels of sanctity required from those who come to serve before G-d in the holy place. These garments themselves possess a certain holiness; powerful enough to sanctify all those who merely come in contact with them, as we read in the prophets: "... so as not to hallow the people with their garments" (Ezekiel 44:19).














Actually, the Hebrew expression which we are translating as "sacred" or "holy" garments also means "garments of the Temple;" that is, the garments themselves show that their wearers are standing in the Divine service.  The Temple Institute

· The Garments Atone for Sins: Another important quality of the priestly garments is that their very presence, worn by the priests during the Temple service, serves to atone for the sins of Israel. It is taught that just as the sacrifices facilitate an atonement for sin, so do the priestly garments (BT Zevachim 88:B).















This is one of the deeper aims of wearing these garments, and something for the priest to ponder while they are upon him. For his everyday actions in the Temple transcend his own personal idiom and take on a more universal theme... he makes atonement and spiritual rectification for all humanity.

Thus we are taught (ibid.):

1. The tunic, which covers most of the priest's body, atones for killing.

2. The pants atone for sexual transgressions.

3. The turban, worn on the head, atone for haughtiness.

4. The belt, wound about the body and worn over the heart, atones for "sins of the heart" - improper thoughts.

5. The breastplate atones for errors in judgment.

6. The ephod atones for idolatry.

7. The robe atones for evil speech.

8. The High Priest's crown atones for arrogance.

 "For honor and for beauty" The rabbis established that G-d's command for the priestly garments to be "for honor and for beauty" teach us that they must be new and dignified. If the garments were soiled, stained, or ripped, the priests may not conduct the service while wearing them - and if they did, the service would be invalid.


















Another aspect of "honor and beauty" means that the uniform must fit each fit perfectly. It was forbidden for the pants, for example, to be too long or too short. The garments were made to order for each priest, tailored to fit his measurements exactly.















This tells us something of the tremendous work force needed to turn out these garments in such quantities that every priest in Israel could be supplied with his own garments. As we shall learn with regard to the incense offering, there were so many priests available for duty in the Holy Temple that no priest ever offered the daily incense service more than once in his lifetime, and it was offered twice daily for many hundreds of years! Yet each had his own garments.
· The Garments Were Not Washed: Furthermore, although the priests were extremely neat, just as they were diligent and careful - still, they were working with the sacrifices. Any garment which became soiled to the extent that its stains could not be removed, those garments were not washed. When they became disqualified from use in this manner, they were shredded and used to fulfill another of the Creator's commandments! The tunics were used to make wicks for the menorah, and the belts and pants, wicks for the oil lamps of the Festival of the Water Libation which took place in the Women's Court during the Festival of Sukkot. This applies only to the garments of the ordinary priests, of which there were a great many. When the High Priest's uniform became unusable through wear and tear, it was not destroyed, but hidden away so that no other man could ever wear it. The Temple Institute
II. Holiness is a Mandate from God.


A. God demands that we are holy in our thought life, word and deed.




Hebrews 12:14 (NLT) Try to live in peace with everyone, and seek to live a clean and holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord.



1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NLT) Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until that day when our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.






1 Peter 1:13-19 (GWT) Therefore, your minds must be clear and ready for action. Place your confidence completely in what God's kindness will bring you when Jesus Christ appears again. {14} Because you are children who obey God, don't live the kind of lives you once lived. Once you lived to satisfy your desires because you didn't know any better. {15} But because the God who called you is holy you must be holy in every aspect of your life. {16} Scripture says, "Be holy, because I am holy." {17} So if you call God your Father, live your time as temporary residents on earth in fear. He is the God who judges all people by what they have done, and he doesn't play favorites. {18} Realize that you weren't set free from the worthless life handed down to you from your ancestors by a payment of silver or gold which can be destroyed. {19} Rather, the payment that freed you was the precious blood of Christ, the lamb with no defects or imperfections.
· Our redemption and freedom were not purchased by some common element of man’s devising. We were saved by the priceless blood of Jesus Himself.



III. Departing From Iniquity


A. While the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin, we must continue to willfully surrender to God’s will for our lives.




Timothy 2:19-22 (NLT) But God's truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and "Those who claim they belong to the Lord must turn away from all wickedness." {20} In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. {21} If you keep yourself pure, you will be a utensil God can use for his purpose. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work. {22} Run from anything that stimulates youthful lust. Follow anything that makes you want to do right. Pursue faith and love and peace, and enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.

· We must willfully strip off anything and everything that would hinder our progress toward God, and His Holy nature.




Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJV) Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, {2} looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1 Corinthians 3:10-17 
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