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No Longer

Theme: We are no longer to walk as children of darkness, but rather children of light.

Text: Peter 4:1-5 (NKJV) Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, {2} that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. {3} For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. {4} In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. {5} They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

1 Peter 4:4 (NLT) Of course, your former friends are very surprised when you no longer join them in the wicked things they do, and they say evil things about you.

Introduction: Much of the New Testament letters were written to people who had come out of very wicked pagan cultures, not unlike today’s world. The cities of the Roman Empire were filled with widespread idolatrous practices. Public drunkenness, along with drug abuse, and every sort of sexual perversion were common, much like today’s worldly cultures. 


Therefore, it was necessary for the Apostles to address these issues when writing to the various congregations they were overseeing. Nearly every letter written to the various churches by the Apostles gave specific instructions concerning the contrast between our new lives of righteousness found in union with Christ, as opposed to the former lifestyle that we had when we lived according to the dictates of our ungodly appetites.  

I. You Once Walked


A. But No Longer…

· We are no longer the same people.




Ephesians 2:1-13 (NLT) Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.

B. Live no longer as the ungodly live.




2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.




Ephesians 4:17-32 (NLT)…{22} throw off your old evil nature and your former way of life, which is rotten through and through, full of lust and deception. {23} Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and attitudes. {24} You must display a new nature because you are a new person, created in God's likeness--righteous, holy, and true. 
· It’s obvious that we have a God-given responsibility to walk before God in a different manner than we did before we came to Christ.



Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

“The invasion of the Church by the world is a menace to the extension of Christ's Kingdom. In all ages conformity to the world by Christians has resulted in lack of spiritual life and a consequent lack of spiritual vision and enterprise. A secularized or self-centered Church can never evangelize the world.” - John R. Mott
· The Christian’s life is to stand as a stark contrast to that of the sinful fallen world around us.




John 15:18-19 (NKJV) “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 



Ephesians 5:1-21 (NLT)… {8} For though your hearts were once full of darkness, now you are full of light from the Lord, and your behavior should show it! 
II. Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace


A. Jesus set the bar at a high mark for those who desire to follow as His disciple and He has never lowered it.




Luke 9:23-26 (NLT) Then he said to the crowd, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me. {24} If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. {25} And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose or forfeit your own soul in the process? {26} If a person is ashamed of me and my message, I, the Son of Man, will be ashamed of that person when I return in my glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.



(Galatians 2:20 NKJV)  "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

· Notice how this stands in stark contrast to the no cost, cheap salvation message that has been so often presented from the pulpits of today’s western church.

“The gospel is free, thank God, but that does not mean that it is “cheap and easy,” and all too often that is the kind of gospel that has been presented.”  Arthur Wallis




John 12:24-32 (NLT) The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil. Unless it dies it will be alone--a single seed. But its death will produce many new kernels--a plentiful harvest of new lives. {25} Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who despise their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.










Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: "ye were bought at a price," and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.”  ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 

Conclusion: We were once darkness, and lived a sinful life just like those who do not know Christ. Now that we have received the truth, our life is to be an example of the life of Christ in both word and deed.

PAGE  
1

