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Every Weight and Sin

Theme: Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us.
Text: Hebrews 12:1-4 (NKJV) Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, {2} looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. {3} For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. {4}You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.

If we are to carry forth the will of God in this hour we can no longer afford to live without the fullness of God in our lives. God must become Lord of every part of our lives. 

John, the baptizer put it this way.


John 3:30 (NKJV)  "He must increase, but I must decrease.


(NLT)  He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.

In the book Rent Heavens by R.B. Jones, the author talks about the Welsh Revival that took place in 1904: And, it is of much interest, not to say much profit, to note that, while the message was given to the Lord's people, sinners were converted. One of the workers who, during those years, conducted as many, if not indeed more, Revival gatherings than any other, has been heard to testify that, never once in those years, was he given a message directly applicable to the unconverted, and yet he was privileged to behold hundreds, if not thousands, at his meetings professing to be converted! In one of his meetings the converts numbered well over two hundred! One feels that such facts point eloquently a most important lesson, which is this: The success of the Gospel in the case of the unsaved is conditioned by its success, first of all, in the case of the saved. God reaches those without through those within. Mr. Evan Roberts saw this clearly and never tired emphasizing it. "My mission," he used to say, "is first to the churches. When the churches are aroused to their duty, men of the world will be swept into the Kingdom. A whole church on its knees is irresistible." 


To the same effect are the words of the leader of the Revival in Wales in 1859, "When the bonds of Paul and Silas in Philippi's prison snapped, the bonds of all the prisoners snapped. So, when the church is freed from the bonds of apathy and worldliness, those who are being drawn by Satan to eternal death will be released also." If the Revival of 1904 had anything that might be called a slogan, it was this, “Bend the church, and save the people." 


It is a most solemn reflection, even a terrifying truth, that when God's people fail to respond to the message God had sent them their very failure deprives lost sinners of the power to respond to God's message to them. A dead church is the most effective obstacle the enemy can devise in the way of sinners coming to Christ. 


A circular issued by the Free Church Council of Carmarthen about the time of the great outburst in 1904 stresses this very point. It says, "We cannot justly expect sinners to be saved, and our places of worship to be filled by those from the outside, until we ourselves get right with God; and this can only be done by an absolute surrender of our whole lives to Jesus Christ as King, and a faith acceptance of the Holy Spirit." Thus, whosoever prays for Revival, let him be sure that when it comes God will concentrate upon His own people. This is the lesson taught, not only by the Revival of 1904, but by all Revivals. It is a lesson also which needs not only the vision, but also the courage, of faith to act upon it. Certainly, go after the lost, but concentrate upon God's people. The key to the whole evangelistic position is there. An awakened church creates the atmosphere in which decision by the lost to accept the Savior will be made easier. The holiness movement, as the late Dr. R. W. Dale truly said, is the hope of the church; it is more; it is the hope also of the world. The church needs to break through and have the fire of God before the world will ever get it.
I. Let Us Rid Ourselves of Anything, and Everything That Slows Us Down


A. Anything and everything that stands in the way of our relationship with God must be stripped away.



Hebrews 12:1-4 (NLT)  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us. {2} We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish. He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy he knew would be his afterward. Now he is seated in the place of highest honor beside God's throne in heaven. {3} Think about all he endured when sinful people did such terrible things to him, so that you don't become weary and give up. {4} After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin. 
“The kingdom of darkness could best be described as distractions.” Oswald Chambers
B. Flee from any form of idolatry.



1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (NLT) Remember that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize. You also must run in such a way that you will win. {25} All athletes practice strict self-control. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. {26} So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I am not like a boxer who misses his punches. {27} I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified. 



1 Corinthians 10:1-14 (NLT) I don't want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, what happened to our ancestors in the wilderness long ago. God guided all of them by sending a cloud that moved along ahead of them, and he brought them all safely through the waters of the sea on dry ground. {2} As followers of Moses, they were all baptized in the cloud and the sea. {3} And all of them ate the same miraculous food, {4} and all of them drank the same miraculous water. For they all drank from the miraculous rock that traveled with them, and that rock was Christ. {5}Yet after all this, God was not pleased with most of them, and he destroyed them in the wilderness. {6} These events happened as a warning to us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did {7} or worship idols as some of them did. For the Scriptures say, "The people celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged themselves in pagan revelry." {8} And we must not engage in sexual immorality as some of them did, causing 23,000 of them to die in one day. {9} Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died from snakebites. {10} And don't grumble as some of them did, for that is why God sent his angel of death to destroy them. {11} All these events happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us, who live at the time when this age is drawing to a close. {12} If you think you are standing strong, be careful, for you, too, may fall into the same sin. {13} But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can't stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it. {14} So, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols.
Verse 14 (Amplified Bible) Therefore, my dearly beloved, shun (keep clear away from, avoid by flight if need be) any sort of idolatry (of loving or venerating anything more than God).


1. Anything or anyone that stands between our love for God has become an idol.



Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 




(CJB) “Sh’ma, Yisra’el! Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echad [Hear, Isra’el! Adonai our God, ADONAI is one]; 5 and you are to love Adonai your God with all your heart, all your being and all your resources.

C. Counting the Cost of Following Jesus



Luke 14:25-35 (GWT) Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned to them and said, {26} "If people come to me and are not ready to abandon their fathers, mothers, wives, children, brothers, and sisters, as well as their own lives, they cannot be my disciples. {27} So those who do not carry their crosses and follow me cannot be my disciples. {28} "Suppose you want to build a tower. You would first sit down and figure out what it costs. Then you would see if you have enough money to finish it. {29} Otherwise, if you lay a foundation and can't finish the building, everyone who watches will make fun of you. {30} They'll say, 'This person started to build but couldn't finish the job.' {31} "Or suppose a king is going to war against another king. He would first sit down and think things through. Can he and his 10,000 soldiers fight against a king with 20,000 soldiers? {32} If he can't, he'll send ambassadors to ask for terms of peace while the other king is still far away. {33} In the same way, none of you can be my disciples unless you give up everything. {34} "Salt is good. But if salt loses its taste, how will you restore its flavor? {35} It's not any good for the ground or for the manure pile. People throw it away. "Let the person who has ears listen!"




Philippians 3:7-8 (GWT) These things that I once considered valuable, I now consider worthless for Christ. {8} It's far more than that! I consider everything else worthless because I'm much better off knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. It's because of him that I think of everything as worthless. I threw it all away in order to gain Christ

Conclusion: To lose all that this world has to offer is only temporary, but to lose Christ Himself is to be eternally lost.

Luke 9:25 (NLT)  And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose or forfeit your own soul in the process?

“We shall not get revival by filling our churches with men, but by getting the men who already come to our churches filled with God.”  Duncan Campbell
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