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KEEP THE FAITH
Text: Hebrews 10:35-36 (Amplified - Amp) Do not, therefore, fling away your [fearless] confidence, for it has a glorious and great reward. 36 For you have need of patient endurance [to bear up under difficult circumstances without compromising], so that when you have carried out the will of God, you may receive and enjoy to the full what is promised.
Introduction: This letter was written to a group of believers who were losing their confidence in the promises of God. They were slowly being seduced to turn away from the truth that they had once received with great joy, even at great personal cost due to persecution.


The writer to the Hebrew church is admonishing them to hold fast to their faith in Yeshua as Messiah, because God is a faithful God who keeps his promises.


In like manner, there is no place for a passive laze attitude when it comes to taking hold of the promises of God. The life of faith is a life of conflict, warfare, and conquest! A passive type of faith will never experience the victory that God has promised to those who believe.

s
I. Take Hold by Faith


A. We must take hold of the word of God with a tenacious resolve to receive.




Hebrews 10:23 (New King James Version - NKJV) Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering…




Hold Fast: katecho, kat-ekh'-o; From two words kata, and echo. kata ‘Something that comes down hard, ie.  something that comes down with great force.’ echo ‘Meaning I have or I possess.’ When these words are put together to form katecho, They mean ‘to pull something down with great force and subdue it so as to take possession of it.’ ‘We take hold of something in such a way that we can boldly say that it is mine!’



 1. We could say that Hebrews 10:23 is admonishing us to grab hold of what we profess to believe with all of our might until it is completely and utterly in our possession, so that we will never relinquish.


B. God’s people are far too passive in their faith.




1 Timothy 6:12 (NKJV) Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.




(Easy Read Version - ERV) We have to fight to keep our faith. Try as hard as you can to win that fight. Take hold of eternal life. It is the life you were chosen to have when you confessed your faith in Jesus—that wonderful truth that you spoke so openly and that so many people heard.

C. We must be tenacious in our determination to receive. 





James 1:2-8 (Amp) Consider it nothing but joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into various trials. 3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner peace]. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a decision or circumstance], he is to ask of [our benevolent] God, who gives to everyone generously and without rebuke or blame, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask [for wisdom] in faith, without doubting [God’s willingness to help], for the one who doubts is like a billowing surge of the sea that is blown about and tossed by the wind. 7 For such a person ought not to think or expect that he will receive anything [at all] from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable and restless in all his ways [in everything he thinks, feels, or decides].



(New Living Translation - NLT) But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. {7} People like that should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. {8} They can't make up their minds. They waver back and forth in everything they do.




Ephesians 6:10-14a… (Amp) In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [draw your strength from Him and be empowered through your union with Him] and in the power of His [boundless] might. 11 Put on the full armor of God [for His precepts are like the splendid armor of a heavily-armed soldier], so that you may be able to [successfully] stand up against all the schemes and the strategies and the deceits of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places. 13 Therefore, put on the complete armor of God, so that you will be able to [successfully] resist and stand your ground in the evil day [of danger], and having done everything [that the crisis demands], to stand firm [in your place, fully prepared, immovable, victorious]. 14 So stand firm and hold your ground…

D. Like Jacob, we must take hold of God by His word.




Genesis 32:24-28 (NKJV) Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. {25} Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. {26} And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!" {27} So He said to him, "What is your name?" He said, "Jacob." {28} And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed." 

II. Examples of People With Tenacious Faith



A. The healing of the woman with an issue of blood.




Mark 5:25-34 (NKJV) Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, {26} and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. {27} When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. {28} For she said, "If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well." {29} Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. {30} And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, "Who touched My clothes?" {31} But His disciples said to Him, "You see the multitude thronging You, and You say, 'Who touched Me?'" {32} And He looked around to see her who had done this thing. {33} But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth. {34} And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction."
· We must push through the obstacles that stand between our provision and God.


B. The Healing of Bartimaeus




Mark 10:46-52 (NKJV) Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. {47} And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" {48} Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" {49} So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, "Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you." {50} And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. {51} So Jesus answered and said to him, "What do you want Me to do for you?" The blind man said to Him, "Rabboni, that I may receive my sight." {52} Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.

C. The healing of the paralyzed man




Luke 5:18-26 (NKJV) Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him. {19} And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus. {20} When He saw their faith, He said to him, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." {21} And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" {22} But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, "Why are you reasoning in your hearts? {23} "Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise up and walk'? {24} "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"; He said to the man who was paralyzed, "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house." {25} Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. {26} And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, "We have seen strange things today!

· We will always face those things that would stand to deny the answer to our faith.


D. Daniel was a man of persevering faith.




Daniel 10:1-14 (NLT)… {11} And the man said to me, "O Daniel, greatly loved of God, listen carefully to what I have to say to you. Stand up, for I have been sent to you." When he said this to me, I stood up, still trembling with fear. {12} Then he said, "Don't be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come in answer to your prayer. {13} But for twenty-one days the spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then Michael, one of the archangels, came to help me, and I left him there with the spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia. {14} Now I am here to explain what will happen to your people in the future, for this vision concerns a time yet to come." 




Ephesians 6:12 (Amp) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places.


E. The good news is that God has provided the spiritual weaponry to overcome every foe that would stand between us and God’s provision.





2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (Expanded Bible - Exp)  For] Although we ·live in the world [walk in the flesh], we do not ·fight [wage war] ·in the same way the world fights [according to the flesh]. 4 We fight with weapons that are ·different from those the world uses [not merely human weapons;  not of the flesh]. Our weapons have power from God that can destroy ·the enemy’s strong places [strongholds; fortresses]. We destroy ·people’s arguments [human reasoning; sophistries] 5 and every ·proud thing [pretension; exalted opinion; high thing] that raises itself against the knowledge of God. We capture every thought and make it obey Christ.



Colossians 2:15 (Exp) God [or Christ; He] ·stripped the spiritual rulers and powers of their authority [disarmed/despoiled the rulers and authorities]. With the cross, he won the victory and ·showed the world that they were powerless [publicly shamed them; made a public spectacle of them; like a triumphant general displaying his captives in a victory parade].

Conclusion: If we are to receive the answers to our faith, then we must be determined to fight our way through any and all obstacles that would stand against us.  



2 Timothy 4:7 (NKJV) I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
