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  THE UNCOMPROMISING CHRIST


The Uncompromising Christ

Understanding the Radical Nature of the Gospel

Theme: The Gospel of Jesus Christ by its very proclamation will bring offense.

Text: 1 Corinthians 1:17-29 (NLT) For Christ didn't send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News--and not with clever speeches and high-sounding ideas, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power. {18} I know very well how foolish the message of the cross sounds to those who are on the road to destruction. But we who are being saved recognize this message as the very power of God. {19} As the Scriptures say, "I will destroy human wisdom and discard their most brilliant ideas." {20} So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world's brilliant debaters? God has made them all look foolish and has shown their wisdom to be useless nonsense. {21} Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never find him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save all who believe. {22} God's way seems foolish to the Jews because they want a sign from heaven to prove it is true. And it is foolish to the Greeks because they believe only what agrees with their own wisdom. {23} So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended, and the Gentiles say it's all nonsense. {24} But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the mighty power of God and the wonderful wisdom of God. {25} This "foolish" plan of God is far wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's weakness is far stronger than the greatest of human strength. {26} Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world's eyes, or powerful, or wealthy when God called you. {27} Instead, God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose those who are powerless to shame those who are powerful. {28} God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important, {29} so that no one can ever boast in the presence of God.

Introduction:  In our desperation to see the lost come to Christ, has the modern church actually compromised the message of the cross of Christ? While God’s desire is to see all men come to the knowledge of Christ, we should realize that the majority of humanity will actually reject the truth rather than receive it. 

1 Timothy 2:4; Matthew 7:13-14 

Nowhere in the earthly ministry of Jesus did He ever state or imply that becoming His disciple was going to be an easy or popular. 


While we realize that we can never do anything to earn eternal life through our own goodness or efforts, we should not assume that we can simply obtain salvation without any effort on our part. We cannot repeat a prayer to receive Christ and then continue in the same manner of life as before we were Christians. Acts 17:29-31 
We must preach the gospel to the culture without compromising the truth.

1 Corinthians 9:22 

While we must make our message relevant to the culture, we cannot allow the culture to dictate the terms of salvation. The assumption has become that if anything offends the lost we should avoid it, as we don’t want to be guilty of turning anyone away from Christ by offending them. 


Yet as we will see in today’s lesson, Jesus seemed to go out of His way at times to make the gospel offensive, and yet never even attempted to explain Himself to those who took offense at His preaching.

“Truth is not negotiable. The urgency of the cross cannot be financed into easy payments. Here is the church’s shocking dilemma: What do you say to a generation that is flat wrong-and keep them listening.” Mario Murillo ‘Fresh Impact’
While our message should be presented in a way that is relevant to the culture, we must never forget that without Jesus Christ there is no hope of salvation for anyone, period! 
Romans 3:10-18 & 23; 
John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 
1 Timothy 2:5 


We need to get a firm grip on the fact that no matter how offensive a lost world may be at the preaching of the cross of Christ or how many arguments they may bring against the gospel of Christ, THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO HEAVEN THAN JESUS CHRIST PERIOD!

Francis A. Schaeffer, The Great Evangelical Disaster: “Here is the great evangelical disaster -- the failure of the evangelical world to stand for truth as truth. There is only one word for this -- namely accommodation: the evangelical church has accommodated to the world spirit of the age. First, there has been accommodation on Scripture, so that many who call themselves evangelicals hold a weakened view of the Bible and no longer affirm the truth of all the Bible teaches -- truth not only in religious matters but in the areas of science and history and morality. As part of this, many evangelicals are now accepting the higher critical methods in the study of the Bible. Remember, it was these same methods which destroyed the authority of the Bible for the Protestant church in Germany in the last century, and which have destroyed the Bible for the liberal in our own country from the beginning of this century. And second, there has been accommodation on the issues, with no clear stand being taken even on matters of life and death.              

This accommodation has been costly, first in destroying the power of the Scriptures to confront the spirit of our age; second, in allowing the further slide of our culture. Thus we must say with tears that it is the evangelical accommodation to the world spirit around us, to the wisdom of this age, which removes the evangelical church from standing against the further breakdown of our culture. It is my firm belief that when we stand before Jesus Christ, we will find that it has been the weakness and accommodation of the evangelical group on the issues of the day that has been largely responsible for the loss of the Christian ethos which has taken place in the area of culture in our own country over the last forty to sixty years.


And let us understand that to accommodate to the world spirit about us in our age is nothing less than the most gross form of worldliness in the proper definition of that word. And with this proper definition of worldliness, we must say with tears that, with exceptions, the evangelical church is worldly and not faithful to the living Christ.” 

I. The Demanding Nature of the Gospel of Jesus Christ


A. While it certainly is not our goal to bring offense to people, we should understand that Jesus always dealt with the root of the issue when preaching to people.



1. Without repentance there can be no conversion. Jesus never gave people the option of keeping their old life and following Him. With Christ, it is all or nothing.



2. Jesus came to save us by breaking the power of sin and brining us out of our sin.




“Again; thousands are deceived into supposing that they have “accepted Christ” as their “personal Savior,” who have not first received Him as their LORD. The Son of God did not come here to save His people in their sin, but “from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). To be saved from sins, is to be saved from ignoring and despising the authority of God, it is to abandon the course of self-will and self-pleasing, it is to “forsake our way” (Isa. 55:7). It is to surrender to God’s authority, to yield to His dominion, to give ourselves over to be ruled by Him. The one who has never taken Christ’s “yoke” upon him, who is not truly and diligently seeking to please Him in all the details of life, and yet supposes that he is “resting on the Finished Work of Christ” is deluded by the Devil.”  Michael L. Brown, Hyper-Grace: Exposing the Dangers of the Modern Grace Message
“The Greek is even more explicitly against the hyper-grace interpretation, since the word confess in the Greek speaks of continuous, present action as opposed to a one-time act. (Any first-year Greek student would know this.) As one commentary explained: 1 John 1:9 “confess” This is a compound Greek term from “to speak” and “the same.” Believers continue to agree with God that they have violated His holiness (cf. Rom. 3:23). It is PRESENT TENSE, which implies ongoing action. Confession implies (1) a specific naming of sins (v. 9); (2) a public admitting of sins (cf. Matt. 10:32; James 5:16; and (3) a turning from specific sins (cf. Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:5; Acts 19:18;”  Michael L. Brown, Hyper-Grace: Exposing the Dangers of the Modern Grace Message 

Matthew 10:32-39 

If I am concerned that people may be offended that I preach Christ to them in whatever form (via book, tape, face to face, or by letter) then I am in reality ashamed of Christ.


This means that I count my life more dear to me than Christ. That I value and esteem the opinion that others may hold of me more than God’s opinion of me. This is evidence of the love of self and evidence that I have not yet abandoned my life completely to Christ.


If I still value and seek the opinion of others above God’s opinion, then I am a man pleaser and not a God pleaser. There is probably no greater single reason in the church in America for our failure to preach the gospel to the lost than this. We simply do not want to lose face in the sight of our relatives, friends, and neighbors by risking offending them with Christ, who is by nature offensive to the lost. 

Thus, we remain silent, all the while knowing that we are in disobedience to God. We remain silent while we allow the lost to plunge headlong into an eternity in the lake of fire without Christ. We hope that they will somehow be saved while we have it within our means to tell them of the saving power of the cross of Christ.

This is like hoping that someone else will reach someone we know is drowning, while we are standing there with a lifeline that could be easily tossed to him or her.  The real only difference is that physical death is temporal while hell is eternal. To die without Christ is to face God, Almighty the Judge of all the earth, without any further hope of escaping His wrath. 2 Corinthians 5:11



2. Jesus made it very clear, “Don’t follow me before first considering the cost.” Luke 14:25-35 
3. Jesus did not want anyone who was not willing to pay the price.

Luke 9:59-62 



4. In these passages alone, we can see the radical nature of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a winner takes all; leave no survivors type of message! This is much different than what our presentation of Christ has become in this age of compromise.

”Let nothing short of radical change of heart satisfy you in your coverts…” William Carey, the pioneer missionary to India
“The gospel is free, thank God, but that does not mean that it is “cheap and easy,” and all too often that is the kind of gospel that has been presented.” Arthur Wallis, The Radical Christian

 Radical: (The Oxford Dictionary) Radical comes from the Latin word radix, meaning “a root.” Radical is therefore going to the root or origin; touching or acting upon what is essential and fundamental; or thorough.” (Webster’s Dictionary) It is marked by a considerable departure from the usual or traditional…disposed to make extreme changes in existing views. Habits, conditions or institutions.”

Arthur Wallis: The Radical Christian: Pages 18 & 19: The God of the Bible is radical in all His dealings with men. This fact was most clearly and powerfully demonstrated in the life and ministry of His Son, Jesus Christ. The kingdom of God is therefore utterly radical in its demands…
