Doing the Works of Jesus

Theme: Ministering to the sick and oppressed

Text: John 14:6-14 (NKJV) Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. {7} "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him." {8} Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." {9} Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? {10} "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. {11} "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. {12} "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. {13} "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. {14} "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.
Introduction: Jesus made it clear to His disciples that as the Father was with Him, so they too could expect the Father to also be with them. As a result of their coming union with the Father through the coming Holy Spirit, they would be able to do the same works that Jesus did. 
Matthew 4:23 (NKJV)  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.

I. The Disciples of Jesus Healed the Sick

     A. The qualifications of discipleship have never changed.

          1. Jesus gave His earthly disciples authority to heal the sick, and cast out devils.          Matthew 10:5-8 (NKJV) These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. {6} "But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. {7} "And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' {8} "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

Luke 10:1-9 (NKJV)  After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. {2} Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. {3} "Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves. {4} "Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road. {5} "But whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house.' {6} "And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you. {7} "And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house. {8} "Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. {9} "And heal the sick there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.'


     Mark 16:15-20 (NKJV) And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. {16} "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. {17} "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; {18} "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." {19} So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. {20} And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

B. The qualifications of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ are the same today as they were during His earthly ministry. Therefore the same ministry should be expected to be manifest in our lives as disciples today.


     Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. {19} "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.


Luke 10:19 (NKJV) "Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and     forever.
     C. Healing the sick, and casting our devils is a characteristic or manifestation of the kingdom of God.



Luke 9:2 (NKJV) He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

Luke 10:9 (NKJV) "And heal the sick there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 

Matthew 12:28 (NKJV)  "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.

     D. Jesus healed the sick as a man anointed by the Holy Spirit.



Acts 10:38 (NKJV) how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 


1. If Jesus healed the sick and performed miracles from the power of His deity, then no one could follow in His footsteps because He is God and we are not. But Jesus laid His divine power aside when He became the living word of God and served and ministered as a man.



Philippians 2:6-8 (NLT) You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privilege; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.
    E. Healing the sick, and casting our devils is a characteristic or manifestation of the kingdom of God.     
Luke 9:2 (NKJV) He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.



Luke 10:9 (NKJV) "And heal the sick there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.'



Matthew 12:28 (NKJV)  "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom  of God has come upon you.

II. Practical Approach to Healing the Sick and Dealing With Evil Spirits


A. Throughout the ages human ignorance and pride has attempted to complicate the ministry of the kingdom of God, yet it has always been the will of the Father to make the way as easily understood as possible.



Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. {29} "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. {30} "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

B. The laying on of hands



Mark 16:17-18 (NKJV)  "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; {18} "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."


Luke 4:40 (NKJV)  When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.



Luke 13:10-13 (NKJV) Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. {11} And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. {12} But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, "Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity." {13} And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.



Acts 28:8-9 (NKJV) And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, and he laid his hands on him and healed him. {9} So when this was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed.


C. Speaking to sickness and infirmities



Matthew 8:5-10 (NKJV) ...But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. ...13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour.  

Matthew 8:14-17 (NKJV) Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's mother lying sick with a fever. {15} So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them...

D. Dealing with evil spirits: Evil spirits desire to manifest themselves, and they must have a willing subject to do so. This is why Jesus would not allow them to speak.

Luke 4:38-43 (NKJV)  Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house. But Simon's wife's mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him concerning her. {39} So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her...


Mark 1:23-27 (NKJV)...{25} But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" {26} And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. {27} Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him."


E. Unusual methods of healing the sick



Mark 8:22-25 (NKJV)...And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything. {24} And he looked up and said, "I see men like trees, walking." {25} Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly.



2 Kings 4:32-36 (NKJV)  When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead on his bed. {33} He went in therefore, shut the door behind the two of them, and prayed to the LORD. {34} And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out on the child, and the flesh of the child became warm. {35} He returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again went up and stretched himself out on him; then the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. {36} And he called Gehazi and said, "Call this Shunammite woman." So he called her. And when she came in to him, he said, "Pick up your son."



2 Kings 5:9-14 (NKJV)...{14} So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.


F. The gift of healings


1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NKJV)  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: {2} You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. {3} Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. {4} There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. {7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: {8} for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, {9} to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, {10} to another the working of miracles, to another prophecys, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. {11} But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.  


1 Corinthians 12:28-31 (NKJV)  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? {30} Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? {31} But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

