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Healing and the Atonement

Theme: The atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ was all-inclusive, providing total salvation spirit, soul and body.

Text: Romans 5:17 (NLT) For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Death entered the world as the result of Adam’s sin. Had man never sinned by breaking God’s commandment, death would have never been given opportunity. Thus death is the foul offspring of its parent sin. 

We can clearly see that one of the primary instruments of death is sickness & disease. Sin brought with it sickness and disease, and provided it opportunity to spread throughout the earth. Had sin never been allowed to enter the earth, sickness, and disease would have never entered either. 




1 Corinthians 15:20-22 (NKJV) But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. {21} For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. {22} For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

It is through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ that God provided for the complete atonement of man’s sin. Just as Adam’s transgression was all-inclusive, bringing death to humanity spirit, soul and body, the sacrifice of Christ was equally all-inclusive, completely restoring humanity spirit, soul and body. When Christ died on the cross to bear our sins, He also carried our sickness and disease. 

By recognizing the fullness of redemption, it becomes unmistakable that the preaching of the gospel must also include the message of divine healing. 



Isaiah 5:13 (NKJV) Therefore my people have gone into captivity, Because they have no knowledge…



 Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge… 

I. A Firm Foundation

A. Our foundation for divine healing can only be built upon Jesus Christ alone.



1 Corinthians 3:10-11 (NKJV) According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. {11} For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

B. The atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the foundation for divine healing. God provided for our complete salvation, spirit, soul and body through the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.



1. Jesus is the template of Scripture. We cannot build a foundation for healing upon Paul’s thorn in the flesh, Job’s trials, a friend or relative’s not being healed, or any other thing than the work of Christ alone.




Isaiah 53:1-11 (NLT)…3 He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed…8 …But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people...10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 


2. The arm of the Lord represents Jesus Christ and His redemptive sacrifice. The arm of the Lord (salvation) is revealed to whoever will believe the report (the word).




Isaiah 59:16 (NKJV) He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him. 




Isaiah 53:3-5 (NKJV) He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.


3. Here we find two words griefs and sorrows. 








Griefs; Hebrew: 2483. choliy, khol-ee'; from H2470; o be or become weak, be or become sick, be or become diseased, be or become grieved, be or become sorry. The word is used 22 times in the Old Testament, and translated as sickness 12 times, disease 7 times, grief 4 times, sick 1 time.



Sorrows; Hebrew: 4341. mak'ob, mak-obe'; sometimes from H3510; anguish or (fig.) affliction:--grief, pain, sorrow. Represents pain, either mental or physical. The word is used 15 times in the old Testament, and translated as sorrow 12 times; pain 2 times, grief 2 times.








Deuteronomy 7:15 (NKJV) "And the LORD will take away from you all sickness, (2483. choliy, khol-ee') and will afflict you with none of the terrible diseases of Egypt which you have known, but will lay them on all those who hate you.
1 Kings 17:17; Job 33:19 
· It’s obvious that the sickness & pain that is spoken of in these passages is referring to physical illness and mental anguish, and has nothing to do with spiritual affliction.
· To interpret Isaiah 53 as referring to spiritual healing is simply inconsistent with scripture.




Isaiah 53:3-9 & 10-11 (Young’s Literal Translation)…3} He is despised, and left of men, A man of pains, and acquainted with sickness, And as one hiding the face from us, He is despised, and we esteemed him not. {4} Surely our sicknesses he hath borne, And our pains -- he hath carried them, And we -- we have esteemed him plagued, Smitten of God, and afflicted. {5} And he is pierced for our transgressions, Bruised for our iniquities, The chastisement of our peace is on him, And by his bruise there is healing to us. {6} All of us like sheep have wandered, Each to his own way we have turned, And Jehovah hath caused to meet on him, The punishment of us all. ……{10} And Jehovah hath delighted to bruise him, He hath made him sick, If his soul doth make an offering for guilt, He seeth seed -- he prolongeth days, And the pleasure of Jehovah in his hand doth prosper. {11} Of the labour of his soul he seeth -- he is satisfied, Through his knowledge give righteousness Doth the righteous one, My servant, to many, And their iniquities he doth bear.



4. In the Hebrew text the verbs nasa (borne) & cabal (carried) signify the carrying of a heavy burden. Jesus literally took upon Himself carrying the burden of our sin, and our sickness and disease. If He has already carried them away, we should not bear them as well.





Borne: 5375. nasa', naw-saw' ‘to lift or carry away, to convey, to remove to a distance.’
   



Carried: 5445 cabal, ‘to carry a burden’
5. Jesus literally became our scapegoat for sin and disease.



Leviticus 16:22 (NKJV) "The goat shall bear (nasa) on itself all their iniquities to uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness.

II. Further Confirmation of Healing in the Atonement From the New Testament.



Matthew 8:16-17 (NKJV) When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, {17} that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: "He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses."


1. Matthew is quoting from Isaiah 53 in reference to Jesus healing the sick. Still some may argue that this scripture was only fulfilled during the earthly ministry of Jesus in that He healed the sick.

· If we relegate the healing of the sick to only the earthly ministry of Jesus, wouldn’t we also have to do the same with the forgiveness of sin?



Mark 16:17-18 (NKJV)  "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; {18} "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."



John 14:12; Hebrews 13:8; 1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed. 

· Peter is also quoting from Isaiah 53, and obviously has to be making reference to  physical healing in correlation to redemption from sin.

III. Parallels of Forgiveness and Healing


A. Throughout scripture we see the forgiveness of sin along with the healing of the body mentioned as counterparts of one another. When Christ stripped sin of its power over humanity, sickness & disease, the foul offspring of sin lost its power as well.

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 

B. The Bronze serpent, a type of Christ.
Numbers 21:5-9 (NLT)…9 So Moses made a snake out of bronze and attached it to a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and be healed!





1. Here we see that when the people looked at the serpent on a pole they received the forgiveness of their sins, along with the healing of their bodies.  Psalms 103:2-3; John 3:14-16 




2. Jesus referred to Himself as the fulfillment of this type of Christ under Moses. When have you ever heard anyone quote verses 14 & 15 along with John 3:16? Yet they are all part of the same teaching.



3. It becomes painfully evident that the message of healing for the body has been nearly eliminated from the message of the cross. Yet we never see Scripture separate the two.

C. The serpent was cursed by God in the Garden of Eden. God commanded Moses to make a serpent on a pole. When God saw the serpent His judgment was turned away from the sin of Israel & directed at the accursed serpent.


1. When Jesus hung on the cross He became the accursed of God on the behalf of all of humanities sins. Through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, God’s judgment upon our sins was placed upon Christ instead.



Galatians 3:13 (NKJV) Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), Deuteronomy 21:22-23; 2 Corinthians 5:21 
Conclusion: The atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ provided total salvation for humanity spirit, soul, and body. The same sacrifice which provided for the removal of our sin also provided for the removal of our sickness and disease. One Savior, one sacrifice, one redemption forever!

