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FAITH BEGINS WHERE THE WILL OF GOD IS KNOWN


Faith Begins Where the Will of God is Known

Theme:  Those seeking healing must be totally convinced that it is God's will to heal them  before they can exercise faith to receive  healing power.

Text: 1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

(New Century Version)  And this is the boldness we have in God's presence: that if we ask God for anything that agrees with what he wants, he hears us. 15 If we know he hears us every time we ask him, we know we have what we ask from him.

Introduction: Faith begins where the will of God is known. 


Faith cannot be exercised where there is an uncertainty concerning God’s will in the matter. The lost cannot call upon Jesus to save them if they don’t know that it is God’s will that they be saved.


In the same respect, the sick cannot call upon Jesus to heal them if they are uncertain if it is God’s will to heal them.


God’s will is revealed through His written word, the Bible and God does nothing apart from His word. Therefore, if the lost are to know that God’s will concerning their salvation, they must hear what His written word reveals about salvation for the lost.


Likewise, the sick person must hear what God’s written word reveals concerning God’s willingness to heal  if they are to exercise faith in Christ for their healing.

Faith Comes by Hearing: Romans 10:17 So then, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 


When the sinner hears the gospel of salvation, how Christ bore their sin in His own body on the cross, faith arises in their hearts and they are able to call upon the Lord to save them, because they have confidence that Christ has taken their sin away.


When the sick and diseased hears the gospel of healing, how Christ bore their sickness in His own body on the cross, faith arises in their hearts and they are able to call upon the Lord to heal them, because they have confidence that Christ has taken their sickness away.


“Healing for the body is being saved in a physical sense.” F.F. Bosworth – Christ the Healer+
I. The Law of Seedtime and Harvest


A. Those in need of healing should first hear what God’s word declares about healing so that they can cooperate with God to receive their healing.



1. Trying to receive healing without first hearing God’s word on the matter is like a farmer trying to reap a harvest without first planting any seed.






Mark 4:26-29 (NKJV) And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 27 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30 Then He said, “To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? 




1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (NKJV) I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.


B. God’s word is like a seed that must be planted.



1. This law of seed time and harvest or sowing and reaping is the foundational  principle of God’s kingdom.




Mark 4:13 (Amplified) Then He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand and grasp the meaning of all the parables?




Mark 4:26..."The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 



Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 (NLT) For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven….A time to plant and a time to harvest.


2. The natural process of the earth is that the earth brings forth fruit in seasons. The process of faith is that God's word will in like manner bring forth fruit after a season.




Mark 4:28-29 (NKJV) “For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 


3. We receive from God as we would receive the harvest by the process of sowing natural seed. No farmer would sow corn today and then and then plow under his crop if he didn't see a harvest the next day.




Hebrews 10:35-36 NIV)  So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. {36} You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.




(NLT) 35 Do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord, no matter what happens.  Remember the great reward it brings you! 36  Patient endurance is what you need now, so you will continue to do God's will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.




Galatians 6:9 (NIV)  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

4. Praying for the sick with the faith destroying words, “If it be Your will,” is not planting the seed, it is digging it up. Yet this is how many have been taught to pray for healing. It should come as no surprise that they have seen such poor results.

II. Faith Comes By Hearing God’s Word (Romans 10:17)


A. Faith begins where the will of God is known.



1. We cannot have any confidence that God will give us anything if we are unsure of His will for us to have it or not.  





1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.




(New Century Version)  And this is the boldness we have in God's presence: that if we ask God for anything that agrees with what he wants, he hears us. 15 If we know he hears us every time we ask him, we know we have what we ask from him.


2. Faith is the same as confidence or assurance. So confidence or assurance that God will heal the sick comes as the sick hear what God’s word declares about healing.



Confidence - "The absolute certainty in the trustworthiness of another, or the fact or condition of being without doubt."


Another word for confidence is faith, or belief. So we could say. "This is the faith that we have in Him..."


We can have absolute certainty, without any doubt, that God will hear and give us whatever we desire if it agrees with His will.
 


3. Faith or to receive your healing cannot be exercised when you are not confident that it is the will of God to heal you.

B. I am convinced that the number obstruction to receiving divine healing is an uncertainty concerning God's willingness to heal.



1. A distorted view of God’s sovereignty and the teaching of extreme Providence has led Believers to falsely assume that they have absolutely no part to play in whether they are healed or not.



2. Many Christians have absolutely no confidence in God to heal them because they have been taught that we cannot know if God’s will is to heal them. 

· Therefore when and if they pray for healing they are almost never surprised when they are not healed. 

· This further reinforces their unbelief and confusion, because if God’s will had been to heal them, certainly they would have been healed when they were prayed for.

· What they fail to realize is that they are actually working against the power of God rather than cooperating with God for their healing. They are uncertain about God’s willingness to heal them so they have no confidence, no faith and no ability to receive from God.

· FAITH FOR HEALING CANNOT BE EXERCISED WHEN THERE IS AN UNCERTAINTY CONCERNING GOD’S WILLINGNESS TO HEAL.




James 1:5-8 (NKJV) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.




(The Message ) If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You’ll get his help, and won’t be condescended to when you ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who “worry their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open.
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