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Breaking Spiritual Inertia

Theme: Stirring the believer to obedience to Christ, and His commission.

Text: Matthew 28:19 (NLT) Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Introduction: If we were to be totally honest with ourselves, would we have to admit that much of the church in the United States is far more self-serving than actually God serving? That much of our ministry revolves around feeding the fed, and reaching the reached?

Very little of our actual growth seems to come from those who are being reached with the gospel. Instead most of our church growth is no more than transfer growth, where believers from one church relocate to another church.
 Adding to this dilemma, we are witnessing an ever increasing anti-church movement among many professing Christians. 

“Many present day Christians seemed to have experienced three stages: condemnation, salvation, and stagnation. Babyhood is a delightful thing: Perpetual babyhood is deplorable….A spiritual revival is not important to the Church and to America: It is imperative! At this moment…the Church is plagued with inertia.” Leonard Ravenhill (Revival God’s Way)

I. I Will Build My Church


A. We have mistakenly supposed that knowledge of Christ equals obedience to Christ.

“Perhaps the question we need to ask ourselves is, “Does the gospel we preach produce disciples, or does it produce consumers of religious goods and services?” Bill Hull (On Being and Making Followers of Christ)




Matthew 7:20-21 (NLT) Yes, the way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced. {21} "Not all people who sound religious are really godly. They may refer to me as 'Lord,' but they still won't enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The decisive issue is whether they obey my Father in heaven.

“Too many Christians are pew sitting consumers. Up to 80% of some congregations are simply consumers.” Howard Culbertson


1. A faith that does nothing is worth nothing.




James 2:18-20 (The Voice)
I know what you’re thinking: “OK, you have faith. And I have actions. Now let’s see your faith without works, and I’ll show you a faith that works.” Don’t you realize that faith without works is useless, like a glove without a hand or a hat without a head? 19 Do you think that just believing there’s one God is going to get you anywhere? The demons believe that, too, and it terrifies them! 20 The fact is, faith has to show itself through works performed in faith. If you don’t recognize that, then you’re an empty soul. 


2. Itching ears.




2 Timothy 4:3-4 (GWT) A time will come when people will not listen to accurate teachings. Instead, they will follow their own desires and surround themselves with teachers who tell them what they want to hear. {4} People will refuse to listen to the truth and turn to myths.




(The Message) You're going to find that there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food—catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. They'll turn their backs on truth and chase mirages. 




(Amplified Bible) For the time is coming when [people] will not tolerate (endure) sound and wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for something pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to themselves one teacher after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own liking and to foster the errors they hold,

“The gospel is free, thank God, but that does not mean that it is “cheap and easy,” and all too often that is the kind of gospel that has been presented.” Arthur Wallis, (The Radical Christian)
“Here is the church’s shocking dilemma. What do you say to a generation that is dead wrong, and still keep them listening…The message of the cross cannot be financed into easy payments.” Mario Murillo (Fresh Impact)

I. The Great Commission. 

A. If the commission to make disciples of all nations is rightfully called ‘the Great Commission,’ should it not be of the greatest importance to us who claim to be disciples of Jesus Christ?

“If people are lost outside of Christ, and if faith in Jesus Christ is the only avenue of redemption, what could possibly be a higher priority than spreading the gospel as far as we can as fast as we can?” David Shibley


B. We must change our focus from serving ourselves to obeying the great commission.




Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT) Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. {20} Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."



1. We are to make disciples of all nations, not merely converts with fire insurance.



2. We are to teach them to obey the commands of Jesus Christ.

“Believing in Jesus has no meaning if we don’t follow Him in discipleship. Believing without discipleship isn’t believing. It’s agreeing to a set of facts about a religious figure. The problem we face is that we have created and taught a faith that doesn’t transform people.” Bill Hull


1. While we may not all be called to actually go to the nations as missionaries, the greater point is that reaching the nations should still be a burning passion of our hearts.



2. The main objective of the baptism with the Holy Spirit is to equip us to go.




Acts 1:8 (NKJV) "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

· First to Jerusalem – Where we live

· Next to Samaria – The surrounding area

· Finally to the world – Every nation on earth



3. If we were to be brutally honest with ourselves, we would have to conclude that the church in the United States is far more interested in serving self than selfishly serving a lost and dying world.




Luke 16:19-21 (NLT) Jesus said, "There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed and who lived each day in luxury. {20} At his door lay a diseased beggar named Lazarus. {21} As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man's table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores.

· This story could easily serve as an example of the overindulged church in this country, with the spiritually starving in the nations who are crying out for a mere crumb of bread.

"The question before us is this: Is there enough passion in the soul of the church to carry this holiness message to the peoples of this world?  

· Our problem is not with our profession, but with our passion.
· Our problem is not with our procedures, but with our passion.
· Our problem is not with our policy, but with our passion.
· Our problem is not with our purpose, but with our passion. 
· Our problem is not with our programs, but with our passion. 
When it is all said and done: If we lose our passion, we lose our movement."    Jim Diehl, Nazarene general superintendent                                                                                               
“The coming revival is not ultimately that we might feel better or even have a more decent society in which to live. The purpose of revival is to fire the Church with divine energy for her divine assignment.”  David Shibley
Conclusion: I am concerned that we have set our sights so low in this nation, that we are willing to celebrate even the most meager results as if it were a great victory.

“We honour God when we ask for great things. It is a humiliating thing to think we are satisfied with very small results.” D.L. Moody
“Let us be satisfied with nothing else than leaving the deepest mark on our generation." John R Mott

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God” William Carey
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