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ETERNITY RISING – GAINING GOD’S PERSPECTIVE

Eternity Rising

Gaining God’s Perspective

Introduction: When I was just a young Christian back in the early eighties, teaching and talk about the end times was extremely popular among evangelical Bible believing Christians. Everyone seemed to be talking about the return of Christ and the end of the age.


End time teachings in recent years still remain popular as illustrated by the success of the Left Behind series by authors Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins. 


I have always had a fascination with end time apocalyptic topics. My wife always jokes, that “Nothing seems to relax me more than a good disaster movie.” As silly as this may sound it’s true. 


Maybe it’s just the way that I’m wired, but I don’t see the end of the age and the destruction that will take place among the nations as something that is morbid and faith destroying at all. I see these things as motivating, inspiring me to wake up and live all out for God. I don’t apologize for this in the least, as I am in good company in my stance. Both Peter, Apostle to the Jews, and Paul, Apostle to the gentiles held this same position as inspired and prompted by revelation of the Holy Spirit.

2 Peter 3:10-16 (NLT) But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live, 12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight.15 And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him— 16 speaking of these things in all of his letters…
I. Pitfalls of End Time Teachings. 


A. Skepticism - All things continue as they were. 




2 Peter 3:3-9 (NLT) Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and following their own desires. 4 They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first created.” 5 They deliberately forget that God made the heavens long ago by the word of his command, and he brought the earth out from the water and surrounded it with water. 6 Then he used the water to destroy the ancient world with a mighty flood. 7 And by the same word, the present heavens and earth have been stored up for fire. They are being kept for the day of judgment, when ungodly people will be destroyed.8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.


1. The early church fully expected the return of Christ to take place within their lifetime. Yet here we are over 2000 years removed from the early church and Christ still has not returned. 




2 Peter 3:8 (NLT) But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day.
· This in no way should lead us to negate the teachings of Scripture regarding the return of Christ. 

· We are human beings are governed by our own limited perspective because we are governed by time. Yet God, who dwells in eternity, sees the beginning from the end. Time as we see it means little to an eternal God, without beginning or end.




James 5:7-8 (NLT) Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.


B. Too much crying wolf. 



1. Because predicted end time events have not unfolded as rapidly as we imagined this has led many to roll their eyes and say, “Here we go again with another gloom and doom message.” 

· Noah warned the people of impending doom for a hundred years while the ark was being built. This must have seemed like utter nonsense to a culture that had never even experienced a rain storm. 




Genesis 2:5-6 (NKJV) For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 6 but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.




(Living Bible) Noah was another who trusted God. When he heard God’s warning about the future, Noah believed him even though there was then no sign of a flood, and wasting no time, he built the ark and saved his family. Noah’s belief in God was in direct contrast to the sin and disbelief of the rest of the world—which refused to obey—and because of his faith he became one of those whom God has accepted.




(Message) By faith, Noah built a ship in the middle of dry land. He was warned about something he couldn’t see, and acted on what he was told. The result? His family was saved. His act of faith drew a sharp line between the evil of the unbelieving world and the rightness of the believing world. As a result, Noah became intimate with God.



2 Peter 2:5 (NLT) And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and the seven others in his family. Noah warned the world of God’s righteous judgment. So God protected Noah when he destroyed the world of ungodly people with a vast flood.



2. Even Jesus warned that we must not allow ourselves to be lulled to sleep by the darkness of the age as people were during Noah’s time.





Matthew 24:37-39 (NLT) “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. 38 In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat. 39 People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes.


C. Over reaction on both sides of the spectrum.



1. When it comes to the end of the age it seems that there are two extremes. One side retreats into “the world is ending so we have no future.” This leads many to live as if we have no future here on earth so why make plans if the world is ending?



2. The other extreme looks at the world and chooses to ignore or avoid the subject all together. 

· Because of the influence of preterism and the amillennial concept of the last days many Christians have replaced looking for the coming of Christ with social justice and kingdom now dominion theology.

· Amillennialism: Those who ascribe to Amillennialism believe that the millennial kingdom is not literal. That is, it is neither one thousand years nor a physical reign of Christ. Amillennialism was championed by St. Augustine and is the view held by the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, and many Protestants. 

· Preterism: The term “preter” issues from an original form meaning “past.” Preterism, therefore, is an interpretive ideology which views major portions of Bible prophecy, traditionally associated with the termination of earth’s history, as having been fulfilled already. Radical preterism leads people to spiritualize end time events. There is no literal return of Christ, not resurrection of the dead, no kingdom of God to come and no judgment.

· I believe that both approaches can lead us into a ditch. The first group can fail to plan and deal; with the reality of a changing world. The second group begins to look more like Socialist modern social justice warriors rather than Christians who are not of this world.

II. The Times They Be a Changing!


A. If there is one defining characteristic of the world we live in today, it is the fact that everywhere you look there is more of nearly everything.

· Profusion: ‘An abundance or large quantity of something.’ Example: “I was bleeding profusely.” Or it is snowing profusely.
· Just take a look at this graph on world population as an example of profusion. The world has gone from 1 billion people in the 1800s, to over 7.5 billion as of 2017.
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· Life expectancy at the time of Christ was 21; 48 years by 1955; 65 years by 1995; 80 years at this time.

· Global food production has tripled since WWII

· We use seven times the amount of water as in 1900.

· There are over 62,000 new book titles and additions each year.

· In 1975 there were 3,000 international nongovernmental organizations. Today there are over 25,000.

· In 1978 the average grocery store carried 11,000 products; now it has more than 30,000.

· In 1978, the typical teenage boy in the United States drank about seven ounces of soda every day; today he drinks nearly three times that amount. Soda consumption among teenage girls has doubled within the same period, reaching an average of twelve ounces a day. A significant number of teenage boys are now drinking five or more cans of soda every day.

· There are over 550 types of coffee; more than 250 types of toothpastes; and over 200 choices of salad dressing.  

· As of 2012 there are more than 60 million cars manufactured globally each year, with over 1 billion automobiles being driven worldwide. 

· The first commercialized mobile phone service was introduced in 1949 by AT&T with 5,000 customers. As of 2017, the number of mobile phone users worldwide is expected to reach nearly 5 billion people.


B. Since the turn of the 20th century the world is experiencing exponential growth that is unprecedented in human history.




1. This explosion of profusion worldwide has been driven by industrialization, consumerism, technology, progress and globalism.   




2 The following graph gives us a stark illustration of this unprecedented change.
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C. While most of the time, we in the Western world live in willing ignorance to the consequences of this unprecedented rapid growth, its effects are very real, whether realized or not.



1. These rapid changes are having incredible consequences upon families, society and the church in this hour.

III. We Have Reached the Hour of Decision


A. The church in the West will both take heed of the signs and awaken from its’ slumber or continue to decline. 



1. It is apparent that the world is changing in an unprecedented manner.




“We do long range or strategic planning as though the future were simply going to be an extension of the past.” Tom Sine, Mustard Seed vs. McWorld




2 Peter 3:3-4 (NIV) First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. {4} They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation."



2. Can anyone honestly say that the over all health and condition of the church in the United States has improved in the United States over the past 30 years?




Matthew 16:2-3 (NKJV) He answered and said to them, "When it is evening you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red'; {3} "and in the morning, 'It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.' Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.


B. The State of the Declining Church in America



1. According to the most reliable reports in recent years, the evangelical church in America, that is Bible believing, born again believers is rapidly declining. 

· Evangelical Christians in the United States have declined to around 7 to 9% of the population.
· This means that only about 2 out of every 10 Americans are evangelical, bringing the total number of Evangelical Christians to around only 22 to 28 million of the total population of the United States.
· With shrinking numbers of bible believing Christians this means that the church will continue to lose influence in our society.
· As the population in the United Stated continues to grow the church not keeping pace.

C. Losing the young

· LifeWay research found that 70% of Millennials (18-29 year olds), quit attending church by the age of 23. Most will never return to church or to Christ himself.

· Barna research estimates that 4 or every 5 young evangelicals will leave the church.



“There is no easy way to say it, but it must be said, Parents and churches are not passing on a robust Christian faith, and accompanying commitment to the church.” Ed Stetzer



“We are at a critical point in the life of the North American Church; the Christian Community must rethink our effort to make disciples. David Kinnaman
