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HOW TO BE LEAD BY THE HOLY SPIRIT:


How to Be Lead by the Holy Spirit

Theme: Following the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Text: John 16:12-15 (NKJV) "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. {13} "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. {14} "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. {15} "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.

Introduction: In John 14:16 we see yet another clear illustration of the interaction of the triune Godhead (the Trinity). Here we see God the Son praying to God the Father to send God the Holy Spirit to His disciples. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever.

You will clearly notice that Jesus does not refer to the Holy Spirit in ambiguous impersonal terms. God the Holy Spirit is referred to as He, making it clear that the Spirit of God is a distinct being, just as the Father and Son are revealed in terms that relate people.
One of the primary ministries of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer is to act as a spiritual guide. Just as Jesus came to testify of the Father, and to reveal the will of His Father to us, so the Holy Spirit testifies of Jesus Christ, and reveals His will. 

I. The Comforter 


A. The Holy Spirit is our personal guide.




John 16:12-15 (NKJV) "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. {13} "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. {14} "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. {15} "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.


Guide: G3594 odhgew (hod-ayg-eh'-o) ‘to guide or direct, lit. ‘a tour guide’



1. Like a tour guide, the Holy Spirit knows things you don’t know. He has information that you don’t have. He can direct you because He knows which way is the best route to take. He can help you to avoid costly mistakes and pitfalls.



John 14:15-17 (NKJV) “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.



Another: Grk243 alloj (al'-los) ‘Like another. This word depicts someone who is just like another.



1. Jesus was telling His disciples that the Holy Spirit would be just like Himself, just as He Himself is just like the Father. Now let’s take a look at this entire passage in this context.













John 14:6-17 (NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.”9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 




















2. As Jesus is exactly like the Father and only speaks the truth as His Father reveals it to him, in the same way the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth who will only speak what Jesus tells Him to reveal to His disciples.



John 14:16 (KJV) And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter



Comforter: Grk3875 paraklhtoj (par-ak'-lay-tos) – Someone who is called to one's side to give assistance. One  who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant, an advocate one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor. 

II. The Spirit Within


A. Every child of God has the Holy Spirit living within their born again human spirit.





Ezekiel 36:25-27 NKJV)  "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. {26} "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. {27} "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.




Romans 8:14-16 NKJV) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. {15} For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." {16} The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,




1 Corinthians 6:18-20 (NKJV)  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
III. The Spirit of Truth


A. He is the Spirit of truth, and as such will always lead us to the word which is the very essence of truth.




John 14:6 & 16-17 (NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him….16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 




John 8:31-32 (NKJV)  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. {32} "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."




Truth: Grk225 alhqeia (al-ay'-thi-a) ‘Something that is reliable, trustworthy or dependable’ 



1. On three occasions Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as ‘the Spirit of Truth.’ Driving home the point, that just as He and the Father are true, so also the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth.


B. The first and most essential way the Holy Spirit leads us is by revealing the truth of the written word of God.


 

1. To walk in the truth is to walk in the written word of God. It is impossible to walk in the truth aside from His word. The Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth, will always lead us to the word, never away from it.





John 17:17 NKJV)  "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
IV. The Inward Witness

A. In conjunction with the written word of God, the Holy Spirit will guide us through the witness of our spirit.





Romans 8:14-16 NKJV) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. {15} For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." {16} The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,




To bear witness means to agree with or confirm. Grk4828. summartureo, (soom-mar-too-reh'-o) from G4862 and G3140; ‘to testify jointly, i.e. corroborate by (concurrent) evidence:--testify unto, (also) bear witness (with).  In other words the Holy Spirit corroborates by the (concurrent) evidence, and testifies unto the fact that we have been born again (also) bearing witness (with) our spirit that we are a child of God.’




Proverbs 20:27 NKJV)  The spirit of a man is the lamp of the LORD, Searching all the inner depths of his heart.

A. What is the inward witness?

1. The inward witness could best be described as an inward knowing, confidence or assurance. 

2. This inward witness will always inwardly lead us into peace, never strife or turmoil.


3. We should not confuse outward opposition with inward peace. Contrary circumstances have little to do with the will of God. The believer will very often find great opposition when they are in the middle of God’s will


C. Much of the leading of the Holy Spirit is a natural process of walking by what seems to be apparent.

1. Examples of being lead by the inward witness.



Luke 1:1-3 NKJV) Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, {2} just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, {3} it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus,


2. Notice that Luke did not see a vision, receive a visitation from an angel, or experience any other spectacular manifestation in making a decision to record this gospel presentation. Yet his version of the gospel of Jesus Christ is just as supernatural as Matthew, Mark, & John.




Acts 15:22-34 (NKJV)  Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren. {23} They wrote this letter by them: The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: Greetings. {24} Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, "You must be circumcised and keep the law"; to whom we gave no such commandment; {25} it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, {26} men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. {27} We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things by word of mouth. {28} For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: {29} that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell. {30} So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the letter. {31} When they had read it, they rejoiced over its encouragement. {32} Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words. {33} And after they had stayed there for a time, they were sent back with greetings from the brethren to the apostles. {34} However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there.


3. Much of the leading of the inward witness is going to be what seems to be right in your heart.




1 Corinthians 2:9-14 (NKJV) But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him." {10} But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. {11} For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. {12} Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. {13} These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. {14} But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned




Psalms 37:4-5 (NKJV)  Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. {5} Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.

V. Confirmation Through Godly Counsel

A. God ordained that the body of Christ operate as a body, with each part acting in cooperation with the other parts. No one part of the body can be successful without the help of the rest of the body.




Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT)…{16} Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.                 Proverbs 1:5; 11:14; 15:22; 20:18; 27:9 
VI. The Still Small Voice


A. The Holy Spirit speaks through the voice of our human spirit.




John 10:14-16 & 27 NKJV)  "I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. {15} "As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. {16} "And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd…(27)  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.




1 Kings 19:11-13 (NKJV)  Then He said, "Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; {12} and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. {13} So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

VII. Audible Voice - Visions, Dreams, Prophecy & Angelic Visitations


A. While God will at times guide His people through more spectacular methods, such as visions, and dreams etc. these are not the primary manner of His leading in the life of a believer.



1. God uses more spectacular means to speak to us when the situation requires a more outstanding method in order to assure us that this was indeed of God. 



2. Normally when this occurs it is an indication that we are about to go into something that we will need added assurance because of danger or the nature of the situation.


B. Prophetic Word & Audible Voice




Acts 11:27; Acts 9:10-19 Isaiah 6:8 (NIV) Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"


C. 
Dreams, Visions & Angelic Visitations



1. While not all dreams are from the Lord, He certainly can confirm or reveal His will through dreams.



2. One of the most well known examples of this is Joseph’s dreams.


Genesis 37: 5-11 another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before 



3. God speaks to Peter and Cornelius through an angelic vision. Acts 10:1-20 





4. Angels can strengthen us is when facing danger or extraordinary circumstances. Acts 27:22-26 
Conclusion: The primary ways that God leads us is…

The Written Word; The Inward Witness; The Still Small Voice; Godly Council; Prophetic word; Audible voice; Dreams; Visions; Angelic visitation

