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Abiding In Christ

Abiding In Christ
Theme: Our spiritual life is drawn from abiding in Messiah through prayer.

Text:  (The Message) 1-3 "I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every branch of me that doesn't bear grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes back so it will bear even more. You are already pruned back by the message I have spoken. 4"Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way that a branch can't bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can't bear fruit unless you are joined with me. 5-8"I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't produce a thing. Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples. 9-10"I've loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves at home in my love. If you keep my commands, you'll remain intimately at home in my love. That's what I've done—kept my Father's commands and made myself at home in his love.
Introduction: Through this illustrative word picture, Jesus gives us a clear understanding of the necessity of abiding in His life.


If we fail to cultivate our fellowship with Him we will find ourselves drying up and withering spiritually. Just how do we abide in Jesus on a daily basis, and what practices and we cultivate to keep our hearts pure before Him, and draw from His life?

I. We Abide in the Vine Through Prayer

(Isaiah 40:28-31 NKJV)  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. {29} He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength. {30} Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, {31} But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.

(NLT) But those who wait on the LORD will find new strength.


A. God desires that we know Him, not merely know about Him, and prayer is an essential ingredient of nurturing our relationship with Him.



1. Prayer is often defined as simply talking to God. This definition actually reveals one of the most glaring misconceptions of prayer, and unknowingly, actually hinders our relationship with Him.



2. Prayer is talking with God, not merely talking to Him. While this seems like an insignificant variation, in practice it is monumental.



3. When young children begin to develop their vocabulary, they are often very talkative when alone with their parents. Most of these conversations are often one sided, with the parent doing most of the listening.



4. As we develop our vocabulary in prayer as a young believer, we too may find ourselves in an often one sided conversation called talking to God. Most of our prayer time revolves around our own needs, because we are just discovering our new found faith in God.



5. When we begin to mature as believers, our relationship with our Heavenly Father must begin to change from merely talking to Him in prayer, to talking with Him. 



6. Talking to God is primarily a one sided conversation, where we do all the talking, 

               and very little listening for His voice. 




Conversation: Webster’s Dictionary ‘An oral exchange of sentiments, observations,  opinions, or ideas.’ 



7. A one sided practice of prayer will cause us to see a limited amount of fruitfulness in prayer, as well as eventually leave us with little motivation to grow deeper in prayer itself.


B. The parable of the vine and the branch describes the branch as bearing fruit as a direct result of drawing its life from a vital connection to the vine.  

(John 15:5-8 The Message) “I am the Vine, you 
are the branches. When you're joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't produce a thing. Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples.


1. We must first draw life from our abiding in Christ the Vine, before we will have life to give.

(John 10:27-28 NKJV) "My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. {28} "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.
C. Jesus operated out of His relationship with the Father.




(John 11:40-42 NLT)  Jesus responded, "Didn't I tell you that you will see God's glory if you believe?" {41} So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, thank you for hearing me. {42} You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so they will believe you sent me."


1. He was constantly abiding in the Father’s love and power through prayer.




(John 15:7 NKJV)  “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.




(John 14:8-13 NKJV)  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." {9} Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? {10} "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. {11} "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. {12} "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. {13} "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.


2. Jesus modeled the life of prayer as an example to us.

(John 17:17-23 NLT)  Make them pure and holy by 
teaching them your words of truth. {18} As you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world. {19} And I give myself entirely to you so they also might be entirely yours. {20} "I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me because of their testimony. {21} My prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as you and I are one, Father--that just as you are in me and I am in you, so they will be in us, and the world will believe you sent me. {22} "I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are-- {23} I in them and you in me, all being perfected into one. Then the world will know that you sent me and will understand that you love them as much as you love me.

Conclusion: Prayer involves an exchange of our will for His, our weakness for His strength, and the laying down of our lives so that we might experience His.
 (Luke 11:9-13 NLT)  "And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened. {10} For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks. {11} "You fathers--if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? {12} Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! {13} If you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him."
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

