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The Gift of God


The Gift of God

Theme: God gave to man the gift of His Son, and we give to God our lives in exchange.

Text: John 3:16 (NKJV) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Introduction: Vance Havner in The Vance Havner Quote Book.  "Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man--His unspeakable gift of His Son, and the gift of man to God--when we present our bodies a living sacrifice."


Christmas is truly about giving! But yet in the hustle and bustle of the giving and receiving of gifts, we often forget about the greatest gift to all of the world. The gift of God's Son, Jesus Christ! When I think of this wonderful gift of eternal life, I'm reminded of the familiar Christmas carol, ‘Santa Clause Is Coming to Town’. 


“Well, you better not shout, you better not cry, you better not pout, I'm telling you why, Santa Clause is coming to Town. 
He's making a list, checking it twice, He's gonna find out who's naughty and nice...”


Of coarse the tradition of this song is that Santa only gives gifts to good boys and girls, and leaves a lump of coal in the sock of bad boys and girls. But the gift of God is not like this in any way. It is not something that we earn; it is something which God freely gives.


Romans 3:23-24 (NKJV) "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, {24} being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,"


Titus 3:5 (NKJV) "not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,"


Titus 3:5 (NLT) "He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy. He 
washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit."


Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT) "God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. {9} Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it."

I. We must Receive the Gift


A. Although a gift is free, it is worthless unless it is put to use by the recipient.

1. A gift must first be received.




John 1:10-12 (NKJV) "He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. {11} He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him." {12} "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:"
2. Sometimes people reject the gifts they are given.



John 3:16-21 (NKJV) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. {17} "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. {18} "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. {19} "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. {20} "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. {21} "But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."



Acts 4:11 (NKJV)  ""This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which 
has become the chief cornerstone.”

3. The gift of God is the only way to gain eternal life.




Acts 4:11-12 (NKJV) "This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.' {12} "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."



John 14:6 (NKJV)  "Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."



4. Other times gifts are never used. If we say we have received eternal life, but do not produce the evidence of this life, we are deceived!



Hebrews 2:3 (NKJV) "how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation...



James 2:18-26 (GWT) "Another person might say, "You have faith, but I do good things." Show me your faith apart from the good things you do. I will show you my faith by the good things I do. {19} You believe that there is one God. That's fine! The demons also believe that, and they tremble with fear. {20} You fool! Do you have to be shown that faith which does nothing is useless? {21} Didn't our ancestor Abraham receive God's approval as a result of what he did when he offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the altar? {22} You see that Abraham's faith and what he did worked together. His faith was shown to be genuine by what he did. {23} The Scripture passage came true. It says, "Abraham believed God, and that faith was regarded by God to be his approval of Abraham." So Abraham was called God's friend. {24} You see that a person receives God's approval because of what he does, not only because of what he believes. {25} The same is true of the prostitute Rahab who welcomed the spies and sent them away on another road. She received God's approval because of what she did. {26} A body that doesn't breathe is dead. In the same way faith that does nothing is dead."



1 John 2:3-4 (NKJV) "Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. {4} He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him."

II. Christmas is a Season of Giving


A. God gave us the free gift of eternal life through His Son Jesus Christ, but this is not enough. We must now give something back to God to make this effectual in our lives.

1. We must give God our lives.


Matthew 16:24-27 (NLT) "Then Jesus said to the disciples, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me. {25} If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. {26} And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process? Is anything worth more than your soul? {27} For I, the Son of Man, will come in the glory of my Father with his angels and will judge all people according to their deeds."




Romans 12:1 (NLT) "And so, dear Christian friends, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice--the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask?"



2. What we give to God pales in comparison with what He has given us, and has prepared for us in the ages to come.




Mark 10:28-31 (NKJV) "Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." {29} So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, {30} "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time; houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. {31} "But many who are first will be last, and the last first.""



Romans 8:18 (NLT) "Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he  will give us later."




1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (NKJV) But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him." {10} But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.




Ephesians 2:4-7 (NIV) But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, {5} made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. {6} And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, {7} in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.




Revelation 2:7 (NKJV) "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."




Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)....Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."



Revelation 2:17 (NKJV)...To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it."'"




Revelation 2:26 (NKJV) "And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations;"
Revelation 2:28 (NKJV) "and I will give him the morning star."



Revelation 21:6 (NKJV) "And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts."




Revelation 22:12 (NKJV) "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work."

Conclusion: John 3:16 (NKJV) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life...{19} ""And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." What will you do with His gift?
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