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I HAVE COME…


I Have Come…

Theme: Jesus clearly stated on many occasions His purpose for coming into the world.

Text: Luke 2:34-35 (NKJV) Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against {35} "(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."
Introduction: Why did Jesus come into the world? At least 13 times, Jesus said I have come…     In today’s message, we will examine those statements, and by God’s grace gain a deeper insight into the first coming of Christ, so that we are prepared to meet Him when He comes again.

A. I have come in My Father’s name…

    

(John 5:43 NKJV)  "I have come in My Father's name…


(John 7:28 NKJV)  Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, "You both know Me, 


and you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom 


you do not know.


(John 8:42 NKJV)  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I 





proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me.


(John 16:28 NKJV)  "I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I 

leave he world and go to the Father."



1. These statements alone completely blow the preposterous theory that Jesus was simply a good moral teacher. He never gave people the option to draw that conclusion. A man who is simply a good moral teacher would never make such bold statements as these!
2. He made it quite clear that when He spoke humanity had better listen, because He was and still is the voice of God!

B. I have come down to do the will of God.



(John 6:38 NKJV)  "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 

     Him who sent Me.


(Hebrews 10:9 NKJV)  then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second.



1. The will of God was to establish a new covenant with humanity through Jesus.
C. I have come to seek and to save what was lost.


(Luke 19:10 NKJV)  "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."


(1 Corinthians 15:21-22 NKJV) For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. {22} For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.


(NLT) So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, Adam, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another man, Christ. {22} Everyone dies because all of us are related to Adam, the first man. But all who are related to Christ, the other man, will be given new life.

D. I have come that they might have abundant life.



(John 10:10 NKJV)  "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 


      come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

(Luke 9:56 NKJV)  "For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save 
      them…." 

E. I have come as the light into the world to save the world.


(John 12:46-50 NKJV)  "I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. {47} "And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. {48} "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him; the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. {49} "For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. {50} "And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak."


(John 3:16-20 NKJV)  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. {17} "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. {18} "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. {19} "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. {20} "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

F. I have come for judgment.


(John 9:39 NKJV)  And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind."                 


(NLT)  Then Jesus told him, "I have come to judge the world. I have come to give sight to the blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind." 


1. To the casual reader this may seem like a contradiction to what Jesus said in John 12:47 “For I did not come to judge the world but to save it.” However, if you read His next statement in John 12:48 this makes perfect sense. “{48} "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him; the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”                      

2. It is not Christ who will judge the world, but the law of God.                                            
G. I have come to fulfill the law of Moses.

(Matthew 5:17-18 NKJV)  "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. {18} "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

1. Jesus not only fulfilled the righteous requirements of the law, in that He never 
sinned. He became the sacrificial lamb who would bear the guilt of all, and thus satisfy the just requirements of the law by receiving the judgment that we deserved.

(1 John 2:1-2 NLT)  My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But 

if you do sin, there is someone to plead for you before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God completely. {2} He is the sacrifice for our sins. He takes away not only our sins but the sins of all the world.

(2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NLT)  What this means is that those who become Christians 

become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun! {18} All this newness of life is from God, who brought us back to himself through what Christ did. And God has given us the task of reconciling people to him. {19} For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people's sins against them. This is the wonderful message he has given us to tell others. {20} We are Christ's ambassadors, and God is using us to speak to you. We urge you, as though Christ himself were here pleading with you, "Be reconciled to God!" {21} For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

H. I have come seeking fruit on Israel, the fig tree in God’s vineyard. 


(Luke 13:1-9 NKJV)  There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. {2} And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? {3} "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. {4} "Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? {5} "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish." {6} He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. {7} "Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?' {8} "But he answered and said to him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. {9} 'And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.'"



1. Jesus earthly ministry lasted approximately 3 years. He was using this to illustrate that He had found no fruit on the leaders of Israel. (Luke 13:7 NKJV)  "Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none.  
2. The leaders of Israel had a problem with self-righteousness. Supposing that they were safe from God’s judgment simply because they were Jewish.
I. I have come to bring a sword.



(Matthew 10:34-40 NLT)  "Don't imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! No, I came to bring a sword. {35} I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. {36} Your enemies will be right in your own household! {37} If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy of being mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not worthy of being mine. {38} If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine. {39} If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will find it. {40} "Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me, and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me. 


1. Jesus was simply stating the fact that if we are going to follow Him it will cost us 
something. If are unwilling to pay this price of the rejection of man, then we cannot be His disciple.


2. This flies in the face of the modern social theology that tells us that we are all just one big happy global family. Or the idea that Jesus taught that we should be tolerant of everyone and everything. The very name of Jesus Christ is offensive to a lost world.
J. I have come to bear witness to the truth.



(John 18:37 NKJV)  Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."



1. Anyone who is not of the truth will not hear the words of Christ.



(Mark 1:38 NKJV)  But He said to them, "Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach 

    there also, because for this purpose I have come forth."

K. I have come to serve, and give my life.



(Mark 10:45 NKJV)  "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 


give His life a ransom for many."



1. Jesus lived as an example of God’s love, the King of all who became the servant of all. This is how we are to live as servants of one another, and servants of a hurting world.

L. I have come to call sinners to repentance.


(Matthew 9:13 NKJV)  "But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I 
did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.
1. Jesus came to call all people to repentance, because all have sinned and are in need 
    of God’s mercy.


(Acts 17:30 NKJV)  "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,
M. I have come to destroy the works of the devil!


(Mark 1:23-24 NKJV)  Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And 
he cried out, {24} saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are; the Holy One of God!"


(1 John 3:8 KJV)  He that commits sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.



(Colossians 2:15 NKJV)  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.



(NCV)  God stripped the spiritual rulers and powers of their authority. With the cross, he won the victory and showed the world that they were powerless.

                                                                                                                                                                   Conclusion I have come…


1. I have come in My Father’s name…


2. I have come down to do the will of God.

3. I have come to seek and to save what was lost.


4. I have come that they might have abundant life.

5. I have come as the light of the world.

6. I have come for judgment.

7. I have come to fulfill the Law of Moses.

8. I have come seeking fruit on Israel, the fig tree in God’s vineyard. 

9. I have come to bring a sword.

10. I have come to bear witness to the truth.

11. I have come to serve, and give my life.

12. I have come to call sinners to repentance.

13. I have come to destroy the works of the devil!

